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Dedication

TO

M. TALLEYRAND PERIGORD,

LATE BISHOP OF AUTUN.

Sir:N

Having r ead with gr eat ple asure a pamphlet, which y ou have lately
publishe d, on National Educ ation, | de dicate this v olume to y ou, the
first de dication tha t | have ever wri tten, to induc e you to r ead it
with attention; and, be cause | think tha t you will understand me,
which | do not suppose man y pert wi tlings will, who ma y ridicule
the ar guments the y are unable to answ er. But, sir, | carry my respect
for your understanding still far ther: so far, that | am c onfident you
will not thr ow my work aside, and hastily conclude that | am in
the wr ong because you did not vie w the subje ct in the same lig ht
yourself. And par don my frankness, but | must obser ve, that you
treated it in too cursor y a manner, contented to consider it as
it had been consider ed former ly, when the rig hts of man, not to
advert to w oman, were trampled on as chimeric al. | call upon y ou,
ther efore, now to w eigh what | have advanced respecting the rig hts
of woman, and national e ducation; and | ¢ all with the f irm tone o f
humanity. For my arguments, sir, are dictated by a disinter ested
spirit: | ple ad for my sex, not f or myself. Independenc e | have long
consider ed as the grand blessing of lif e, the basis of every vir tue;
and independenc e | will e ver secure by contracting my wants,
thoug h I were to live on a barren heath.

It is, then, an af fection f or the whole human r ace that makes my
pen dart rapidly along to suppor t what | belie ve to be the c ause
of virtue: and the same motiv e leads me earnestly to wish to se e
woman placed in a station in which she w ould advance, instead
of retarding, the pr ogress of those glorious principles tha t give a
substance to mor ality. My opinion, inde ed, respecting the rig hts
and duties o f woman, seems to f low so natur ally from these simple
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principles, tha t | think i t scarcely possible, but that some of the
enlarged minds who f ormed your admir able constitution, will
coincide wi th me.

In France, there is undoubte dly a more general diffusion of
knowledge than in any part of the European world, and | attri bute
it, in a great measure, to the social in tercourse which has long
subsisted between the sexes. It is true, | ut ter my sentimen ts wi th
freedom, that in France the very essence of sensuality has been
extr acted to r egale the voluptuar y, and a kind of sentimen tal lust
has prevailed, which, tog ether wi th the system o f duplici ty that
the whole tenor o f their poli tical and civil g overnment taught, have
given a sinister sor t of sagacity to the French char acter, properly
terme d finesse; and a polish o f manners tha t in jures the substanc e,
by hunting sinc erity out of society. And, modesty, the fair est garb
of virtue has been more grossly insulte d in France than even in
England, till theirw omen have treated as PRUDISH that attention to
decency which brutes instinc tively observe.

Manners and mor als are so nearly allied, that they have often
been confounded; but, thoug h the f ormer should onl y be the natur al
reflection of the latter, yet, when v arious causes have produced
factitious and c orrupt manners, which ar e very early caught,
mor ality becomes an empt y name. The personal r eserve, and sacred
respect for cle anliness and delic acy in domestic lif e, which French
women almost despise, ar e the gr aceful pillars o f modest y; but, far
from despising them, if the pur e flame of patriotism ha ve reached
their bosoms, the y should labour to impr ove the mor als of their
fellow-ci tizens, by teaching men, not onl y to r espect modesty in
women, but to ac quir e it themsel ves, as the only way to meri t their
esteem.

Contending f or the rig hts of women, my main ar gument is built
on this simple principle, tha t if she be not pr epared by education
to become the c ompanion o f man, she will stop the pr ogress of
knowledge, for truth must be ¢ ommon to all, or i t will be
inefficacious wi th r espect to i ts inf luence on general practice. And
how can woman be expected to c o-oper ate, unless she know why
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she ought to be vir tuous? Unless fr eedom str engthen her r eason till
she compr ehend her dut y, and see in what manner i t is connected
with her r eal good? If childr en are to be educated to understand

the true principle o f patriotism, their mother must be a pa triot; and

the lo ve of mankind, fr om which an or derly tr ain of vir tues spring,
can only be produced by considering the mor al and civil in ter est
of mankind; but the e ducation and si tuation o f woman, at pr esent,
shuts her out fr om such in vestigations.

In this w ork | have produced many arguments, which to me w ere
conclusiv e, to pr ove, that the pr evailing notion r especting a sexual
character w as subversive of mor ality, and | have contended, that to
render the human bod y and mind mor e perfect, chasti ty must mor e
universally prevail, and that chasti ty will ne ver be respected in the
male world till the person o f a woman is not, as it were, idolized
when li ttle vir tue or sense embellish i t with the gr and tr aces of
mental beauty, or the in ter esting simplici ty of affection.

Consider, Sr, dispassionately, these observations, for a glimpse
of this truth se emed to open bef ore you when y ou obser ved, Otha
to see one half of the human r ace excluded by the other fr om
all participation o f government, was a political phenomenon tha t,
according to abstr act principles, i t was impossible to e xplain.O 1 so,
on what does your constitution r est? If the abstr act rig hts of man
will be ar discussion and e xplanation, those o f woman, by a parity
of reasoning, will not shrink fr om the same test: thoug h a different
opinion pr evails in this ¢ ountry, built on the v ery arguments which
you use to justif y the oppr ession of woman, pr escription.

Consider, | address you as a legislator, whether, when men
contend for their fr eedom, and to be allo wed to judge for
themsel ves, respecting their o wn happiness, it be not inc onsistent
and unjust to subjugate women, even thoug h you firmly believe
that you are acting in the manner best ¢ alculated to pr omote their
happiness? Who made man the e xclusive judge, if woman par take
with him the g ift of reason?

In this st yle, argue tyrants of every denomina tion fr om the w eak
king to the w eak father of a family; they are all eager to crush
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reason; yet always assert that they usurp its thr one only to be
useful. Do y ou not ac t a similar par t, wheny ou FORCE all women, by
denying them civil and poli tical rig hts, to r emain immur ed in their

families gr oping in the dar k? For sur ely, sir, you will not asser t, that
a duty can be binding which is not f ounded on reason? If, inde ed,
this be their destina tion, ar guments may be drawn fr om r eason; and
thus augustly suppor ted, the mor e understanding w omen acquir e,
the mor e they will be attached to their dut y, compr ehending i t, for
unless they compr ehend it, unless their mor als be fixed on the same
immutable principles as those o f man, no authori ty can make them
dischar ge it in a vir tuous manner . They may be convenient slaves,
but slavery will ha ve its constant effect, degr ading the master and

the abject dependen t.

But, if w omen ar e to be excluded, without ha ving a voice, from a
participa tion o f the natur al rig hts of mankind, pr ove first, to w ard
off the char ge of injustic e and inc onsistenc y, that the y want r eason,
else this flaw in y our NEW CO NSTITUTION, the first c onsti tution
founded on reason, will e ver show that man must, in some shape,
act lik e a tyrant, and t yranny, in whatever part of society it r ears its
brazen front, will e ver undermine mor ality.

I have repeatedly asserted, and produced what appeared to me
irr efragable arguments drawn fr om matters of fact, to pr ove my
assertion, that women cannot, by force, be confined to domestic
concerns; for they will ho wever ignor ant, interme ddle with mor e
weighty affairs, neglecting priv ate duties onl y to disturb, b y cunning
tricks, the or derly plans of reason which rise abo ve their
compr ehension.

Besides, whilst they are only made to acquire personal
accomplishmen ts, men will se ek for ple asure in variety, and faithless
husbands will mak e faithless wiv es; such ignor ant beings, inde ed,
will be v ery excusable when, not ta ught to r espect public g ood, nor
allowed any civil rig ht, they attempt to do themsel ves justice by
retaliation.

The box of mischief thus opene d in society, what is to pr eserve
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priv ate vir tue, the onl y security of public fr eedom and univ ersal
happiness?

Let ther e be then no c oercion ESTABLISHED in society, and the
common law of gravity prevailing, the se xes will fall in to their pr oper
places. And, now that mor e equitable laws are forming y our ci tizens,
marriag e may become mor e sacred; your young men may choose
wiv es from motiv es of affection, and y our maidens allo w lo ve to r oot
out vanity.

The father o f a family will not then w eaken his consti tution and
debase his sentimen ts, by visiting the har lot, nor f orget, in obe ying
the call of appetite, the purpose f or which i twas implanted; and the
mother will not neg lect her childr en to pr actise the ar ts of coquetry,
when sense and modest y secur e her the friendship o f her husband.

But, till men be come attentiv e to the dut y of a father, it is vain to
expect women to spend tha t time in their nurser y which the y, Owise
in their g eneration, O choose to spend a their g lass; for this e xertion
of cunning is onl y an instinc t of natur e to enable them to obtain
indir ectly a little of that power of which the y are unjustly denied
a share; for, if women are not permi tted to enjoy legitimate rig hts,
they will r ender both men and themsel ves vicious, to obtain illici t
privileg es.

I wish, sir, to set some in vestigations o f this kind af loat in France;
and should the y lead to a confirmation o f my principles, wheny our
consti tution is r evised, the rig hts of woman may be respected, if
it be fully proved that reason calls for this r espect, and loudly
demands JUSTICE for one half o f the human r ace.

| am, sir,

Yours r espectfull y,

M. W.
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Introduction

After c onsidering the historic pag e, and viewing the living w orld
with anxious solici tude, the most melanchol y emotions o f sorr owful
indignation have depressed my spirits, and | have sighed when
obliged to c onfess, that either natur e has made a great dif ference
between man and man, or tha t the civiliza tion, which has hi ther to
taken place in the w orld, has been very partial. | have turne d over
various books wri tten on the subje ct of education, and pa tiently
observed the conduct of parents and the manag ement of schools;
but what has been the result? a profound conviction, that the
neglected education o f my fellow cr eatur es is the grand sour ce of
the miser y | deplor e; and that women in par ticular , are rendered
weak and wr etched by a variety of concurring ¢ auses, originating
from one hasty conclusion. The ¢ onduct and manners o f women,
in fact, evidently prove, that their minds ar e not in a he althy state;
for, like the flowers that are planted in too rich a soil, str ength and
usefulness are sacrificed to be auty; and the f launting le aves, after
having ple ased a fastidious e ye, fade, disregarded on the stalk, long

before the season when they ought to have arrived at maturi ty.
One cause of this barr en blooming | a ttri bute to a false system o f
education, gather ed from the books wri tten on this subje ct by men,
who, considering f emales rather as w omen than human cr eatur es,
have been more anxious to mak e them alluring mistr esses than
rational wiv es; and the understanding o f the sex has been so
bubbled by this spe cious homag e, that the civiliz ed women of the
present centur y, with a few exceptions, ar e only anxious to inspir e
love, when they ought to cherish a nobler ambi tion, and by their
abilities and vir tues exact r espect.

In a tr eatise, ther efore, on female rig hts and manners, the w orks
which ha ve been particular ly wri tten for their impr ovement must
not be o verlooked; especially when it is asserted, in dir ect terms,
that the minds o f women ar e enfeebled by false refinement; tha t the
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books of instruc tion, wri tten by men of genius, have had the same
tendenc y as more frivolous pr oductions; and tha t, in the true st yle
of Mahome tanism, the y are only consider ed as females, and not as a
part of the human spe cies, when impr ovable reason is allowed to be
the dignif ied distinc tion, which r aises men above the brute cr eation,
and puts a natur al sceptr e in a feeble hand.

Yet, because | am a woman, | would not le ad my readers to
suppose, that | me an violently to agitate the c ontested question
respecting the e quality and inf eriori ty of the sex; but as the subje ct
liesin my way, and | cannot pass it over wi thout subje cting the main
tendenc y of my reasoning to misc onstruc tion, | shall stop a momen t
to deliv er, in a few words, my opinion. | n the government of the
physical world, it is obser vable that the f emale, in general, is inferior
to the male. The male pursues, the f emale yieldsNthis is the la w
of natur e; and it does not appe ar to be suspende d or abr ogated in
favour of woman. This ph ysical superiori ty cannot be denie dNand
it is a noble pr erogative! But not c ontent with this na tural pre-
eminenc e, men endeavour to sink us still lo wer, merely to r ender
us alluring obje cts for a momen t; and women, intoxicated by the
ador ation which men, under the inf  luenc e of their senses, pay them,
do not se ek to obtain a dur able inter est in their he arts, or to be come
the friends o f the fellow creatur es who find amusement in their
society.

I am aware of an obvious inf erence: from every quarter have |
heard exclamations against masculine w omen; but wher e are they
to be found? If, by this appella tion, men me an to in veigh against
their ar dour in hun ting, shooting, and gaming, | shall most ¢ ordially
join in the cr y; but if i t be, against the imi tation o f manly vir tues,
or, more properly speaking, the attainment of those talen ts and
vir tues, the e xercise of which ennobles the human char acter, and
which r aise females in the sc ale of animal being, when the y are
compr ehensively terme d mankindNall those who vie w them wi th a
philosophic al eye must, | should think, wish wi th me, tha t the y may
every day grow mor e and mor e masculine.

This discussion na tur ally divides the subje ct. | shall f irst ¢ onsider
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women in the gr and light of human cr eatur es, who, in common
with men, ar e placed on this e arth to unf old their faculties; and
afterwards | shall mor e particular ly point out their pe culiar
designation.

| wish also to ste er clear of an err or, which many respectable
wri ters have fallen in to; for the instruc tion which has hi ther to been
addressed to w omen, has rather be en applic able to L ADIES, if the
little indir ect advice, that is scattered through Sandford and
Merton, be excepted; but, addr essing my sex in a firmer tone, |
pay particular a ttention to those in the middle class, be cause they
appear to be in the most na tur al state. Perhaps the seeds of false
refinement, immor ality, and vanity have ever been shed by the gr eat.
Weak, artificial beings r aised above the common w ants and
affections of their r ace, in a premature unnatural manner,
undermine the v ery foundation o f virtue, and spread corruption
thr ough the whole mass o f society! As a class of mankind the y have
the str ongest claim to pi ty! the education o fthe richtendstor ender
them v ain and helpless, and the unf olding mind is not str engthene d
by the pr actic e of those duties which dignif y the human char acter.
They only live to amuse themsel ves, and by the same law which
in natur e invariably produces certain ef fects, they soon only afford
barren amusement.

But as | purpose taking a separ ate view of the dif ferent r anks of
society, and of the mor al character o f women, in e ach, this hin t is,
for the pr esent, sufficient; and | have only alluded to the subje ct,
because it appears to me to be the v ery essence of an introduction
to give a cursory account of the c ontents of the w ork it in tr oduces.

My own sex, | hope, will e xcuse me, if | tr eat them lik e rational
creatur es, instead of flattering their F ASCINATING graces, and
viewing them as if the y were in a state of perpetual childhood,
unable to stand alone. | e arnestly wish to poin t out in wha t true
digni ty and human happiness ¢ onsistsN | wish to persuade w omen
to ende avour to ac quir e strength, both o f mind and bod y, and to
convince them, that the soft phrases, susceptibility of heart,
delicacy of sentiment, and refinement of taste, are almost

18 | Rights of Woman



synonymous wi th epi thets of weakness, and that those beings who
are only the obje cts of pity and that kind o f love, which has be en
terme d its sister, will soon be come objects of contempt.

Dismissing then those pr etty feminine phr ases, which the men
condescendingly use to soften our slavish dependence, and
despising that weak elegancy of mind, e xquisite sensibility, and
sweet docili ty of manners, suppose d to be the se xual char acteristics
of the w eaker vessel, | wish to show that elegance is inferior to
virtue, that the first obje ct of laudable ambition is to obtain a
character as a human being, r egardless of the distinc tion o f sex; and
that secondary views should be br ought to this simple touchstone.

This is a rough sketch of my plan; and should | e xpress my
conviction wi th the ener getic emotions tha t | f eel whene ver | think
of the subject, the dic tates of experienc e and reflection will be
felt by some of my readers. Animated by this impor tant object, |
shall disdain to cull m y phrases or polish my styleN| aim at being
useful, and sinc erity will r ender me unaf fected; for wishing r ather to
persuade by the f orce of my arguments, than daz zle by the eleganc e
of my language, | shall not w aste my time in r ounding periods, nor in
fabric ating the tur gid bombast o f artif icial f eelings, which, ¢ oming
from the he ad, never reach the heart. | shall be emplo yed about
things, not w ords! and, anxious to r ender my sex mor e respectable
members o f society, | shall tr y to avoid that flowery diction which
has slided from essays into no vels, and from novels into familiar
letters and c onversation.

These pretty nothings, these c aricatur es of the r eal beauty of
sensibility, dropping g libly from the tongue, vi tiate the taste, and
create a kind of sickly delicacy that turns away from simple
unadorne d truth; and a delug e of false sentiments and over-
stretche d feelings, stif ling the na tur al emotions o f the he art, render
the domestic ple asures insipid, tha t oug ht to sw eeten the e xercise
of those severe duties, which e ducate a rational and immor tal being
for a nobler f ield of action.

The education o f women has, of late, been mor e attende d to than
former ly; yet they are still r eckoned a friv olous sex, and ridicule d
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or pitied by the wri ters who ende avour by satir e or instruc tion to
impr ove them. It is ackno wledged that the y spend many of the f irst
years of their liv es in acquiring a sma ttering o f accomplishmen ts:
meanwhile, str ength of body and mind ar e sacrificed to li bertine
notions o f beauty, to the desir e of establishing themsel ves, the only
way women can rise in the w orldNby marriag e. And this desir e
making mer e animals of them, when the y marry, they act as such
childr en may be expected to act: they dress; they paint, and
nickname God® creatur es. Qurely these w eak beings are only fit for
the ser aglio! Can the y govern a famil y, or tak e care of the poor babes
whom the y bring in to the w orld?

If then i t can be fairly deduced from the pr esent conduct of the
sex, from the pr evalent fondness for ple asure, which tak es place of
ambition and those nobler passions tha t open and enlar ge the soul;
that the instruc tion which w omen have received has only tende d,
with the c onstitution o f civil socie ty, to render them insignif icant
objects of desire; mere propagators of fools! if it can be proved,
that in aiming to ac complish them, wi thout cultiv ating their
understandings, the y are taken out of their spher e of duties, and
made ridiculous and useless when the shor t lived bloom o f beauty
is overl, | presume that RATIONAL men will e xcuse me for
endeavouring to persuade them to be come mor e masculine and
respectable.

Indeed the w ord masculine is onl y a bugbear: ther e is little r eason
to fear that women will ac quire too much c ourage or fortitude;
for their appar ent inf eriori ty with r espect to bodil y strength, must
render them, in some degr ee, dependent on men in the v arious
relations of life; but why should it be incr eased by prejudices that
give a sex to virtue, and confound simple truths wi th sensual
reveries?

Women are, in fact, so much degr aded by mistak en notions o f

1.A lively wri ter, | cannot r ecollect his name, asks what
business women turne d of forty have to do in the w orld.
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female excellence, that | do not me an to add a par adox when |
assert, that this ar tificial weakness produces a propensity to
tyrannize, and gives birth to cunning, the na tural opponent of
strength, which le ads them to pla y off those c ontempti ble infan tile
airs that undermine este em even whilst the y excite desir e. Do not
foster these pr ejudices, and they will naturally fall into their
subordinate, yet r espectable station in lif e.

It seems scarcely necessary to say, that | now speak of the sex in
general. Many individuals ha ve mor e sense than their male r elativ es;
and, as nothing pr eponder ates wher e ther e is a constant strugg le
for an equili brium, wi thout i t has naturally more gravity, some
women govern their husbands wi thout degr ading themsel ves,
because intelle ct will al ways govern.
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Chapter 1: The rights and

Involval Duties of Mankind
Consideed

In the pr esent state of society, it appears necessary to go back to
first principles in se arch of the most simple truths, and to dispute
with some pr evailing pr ejudice every inch of ground. To clear my
way, | must be allo wed to ask some plain questions, and the answ ers
will pr obably appear as unequivocal as the axioms on which
reasoning is built; thoug h, when entangled with various motiv es
of action, the y are formally contradicted, either by the words or
conduct of men.

In what does man @ pre-eminenc e over the brute cr eation ¢ onsist?
The answer is as clear as that a half is less than the whole; in
Reason.

What acquir ement exalts one being abo ve another? Virtue; we
spontaneously reply.

For what purpose w ere the passions implan ted? That man by
strugg ling wi th them mig ht attain a degr ee of knowledge denied to
the brutes: whispers Experienc e.

Consequently the perf ection of our nature and capability of
happiness, must be estima ted by the degr ee of reason, virtue, and
knowledge, that distinguish the individual, and dir ect the laws
which bind socie ty: and that fr om the e xercise of reason, knowledge
and virtue naturally flow, is equally undeniable, if mankind be
viewed collectively.

The rig hts and duties o f man thus simplif ied, it seems almost
impertinent to attempt to illustr ate truths tha t appear so
incontr overtible: yet such de eply rooted prejudices have clouded
reason, and such spurious quali ties have assumed the name of
virtues, that it is necessary to pursue the ¢ ourse of reason as it
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has been perple xed and involved in err or, by various ad ventitious
cir cumstanc es, comparing the simple axiom wi th c asual deviations.

Men, in general, seem to emplo y their r eason to justif y prejudices,
which the y have imbibed, they cannot tr ace how, rather than to
root them out. The mind must be str ong that resolutely forms its
own principles; f or a kind o f intelle ctual c owardice prevails which
makes many men shrink fr om the task, or onl y do it by halves. Yet
the imperf ect conclusions thus dr awn, are frequently very plausible,
because they are built on par tial e xperienc e, on just, thoug h narr ow,
views.

Going back to first principles, vic e skulks, with all its native
deformi ty, from close in vestigation; but a se t of shallow reasoners
are always exclaiming tha t these ar guments prove too much, and
that a measure rotten at the core may be expedient. Thus
expediency is continuall y contrasted with simple principles, till
truth is lost in a mist o f words, virtue in forms, and kno wledge
rendered a sounding nothing, b y the specious prejudices that
assume its name.

That the society is formed in the wisest manner , whose
constitution is f ounded on the nature of man, strik es, in the
abstract, every thinking being so f orcibly, that it looks lik e
presumption to ende avour to bring f orward proofs; thoug h proof
must be br ought, or the str ong hold o f prescription will ne ver be
forced by reason; yet to ur ge prescription as an ar gument to justif y
the depriving men ( or women) of their na tur al rig hts, is one of the
absurd sophisms which dail y insult c ommon sense.

The civiliza tion o f the bulk o f the pe ople of Europe, is very partial;
nay, it may be made a question, whe ther the y have acquired any
virtues in exchange for innoc ence, equivalent to the miser y
produced by the vic es that have been plaster ed over unsig htly
ignor ance, and the fr eedom which has be en bartered for splendid
slavery. The desire of dazzling by riches, the most ¢ ertain pr e-
eminence that man can obtain, the ple asure of commanding
flattering sy cophants, and many other ¢ omplic ated low calculations
of doting self -lo ve, have all contri buted to o verwhelm the mass o f
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mankind, and mak e liberty a convenient handle f or mock pa triotism.

For whilst r ank and ti tles are held of the utmost impor tance, before
which Genius Omust hide i ts diminishe d head i is, with a few
exceptions, very unfortunate for a nation when a man o f abili ties,
without r ank or pr operty, pushes himself f orward to notic e. Alas!
what unhe ard of misery have thousands suffered to pur chase a
cardinal® hat for an in triguing obscur e adventur er, who long ed to be
ranked wi th princ es, or lor d it over them b y seizing the triple cr own!

Such, inde ed, has been the wr etche dness that has flowed from
hereditary honours, riches, and monar chy, that men of lively
sensibility have almost ut tered blasphemy in or der to justif y the
dispensations o f pr ovidenc e. Man has been held out as independen t
of his power who made him, or as a la wless planet darting fr om
its orbit to ste al the celestial fire of reason; and the vengeance
of heaven, lurking in the subtile f lame, sufficiently punished his
temeri ty, by intr oducing e vil in to the w orld.

Impr essed by this vie w of the miser y and disor der which per vaded
society, and fatigue d with jostling against ar tif icial f ools, Rousseau
became enamour ed of solitude, and, being at the same time an
optimist, he labours wi th unc ommon eloquenc e to pr ove that man
was naturally a solitary animal. Misled by his respect for the
goodness of God, who c ertainly for what man of sense and feeling
can doubt i t! gave life only to communic ate happiness, he c onsiders
evil as positive, and the w ork of man; not a ware that he w as exalting
one attri bute at the e xpense of another , equally necessary to divine
perfection.

Reared on a false hypothesis, his ar guments in favour of a state
of natur e are plausible, but unsound. | sa y unsound; f or to assert
that a state of natur e is preferable to civiliza tion in all i ts possible
perfection, is, in other w ords, to arr aign supr eme wisdom; and the
paradoxical exclamation, tha t God has made all things rig ht, and
that evil has been introduced by the cr eatur e whom he formed,
knowing what he formed, is as unphilosophic al as impious.

When that wise Being, who cr eated us and plac ed us her e, saw the
fair ide a, he willed, by allowing i t to be so, tha t the passions should
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unfold our r eason, because he could see that present evil would
produce futur e good. Could the helpless cr eatur e whom he c alled
from nothing, br eak loose from his pr ovidenc e, and boldly learn to
know good by practising e vil wi thout his permission ? No. How could
that ener getic ad vocate for immor tality argue so inconsistently?
Had mankind r emained for ever in the brutal sta te of natur e, which
even his magic pen cannot pain t as a state in which a sing le virtue
took root, it would have been clear, though not to the sensi tive
unr eflecting w anderer, that man w as born to run the cir cle of life
and death, and adorn God®s garden for some purpose which ¢ ould
not e asily be reconcile d wi th his attri butes.

But if, to cr own the whole, ther e were to be r ational cr eatur es
produced, allowed to rise in e xcellency by the exercise of powers
implan ted for tha t purpose; if benigni ty itself thoug htfitto c all into
existenc e a creatur e above the brutes, who ¢ ould think and impr ove
himself, wh y should tha t inestimable g ift, for a giftit was, if a man
was so created as to have a capacity to rise abo ve the state in which
sensation pr oduced brutal e ase, be called, in dir ect terms, a curse ?
A curse it mig ht be reckoned, if all our e xistenc e was bounded by
our c ontinuanc e in this w orld; for wh y should the gr acious fountain
of lif e give us passions, and the po wer of reflecting, onl y to embi tter
our days, and inspir e us with mistak en notions o f digni ty? Why
should he le ad us from love of oursel ves to the sublime emotions
which the disc overy of his wisdom and g oodness excites, if these
feelings were not set in motion to impr ove our natur e, of which
they make a part, and r ender us c apable of enjoying a mor e godlik e
portion o f happiness? Firmly persuaded that no evil exists in the
world that God did not design to tak e place, | build m y belief on the
perfection o f God.

Rousseau exerts himself to pr ove, that all W AS right orig inally: a
crowd of authors tha t all IS now rig ht: and |, tha t all WILL B E right.

But, true to his f irst posi tion, ne xt to a sta te of natur e, Rousseau
celebrates barbarism, and, apostr ophizing the shade o f Fabricius, he
forgets that, in c onquering the w orld, the Romans never dr eamed
of establishing their o wn liberty on a firm basis, or o f extending
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the r eign of vir tue. Eager to suppor t his system, he stigma tizes, as
vicious, every effort of genius; and ut tering the apothe osis of savage
vir tues, he exalts those to demig ods, who w ere scarcely humanNthe
brutal S partans, who in def iance of justic e and grati tude, sacrif iced,
in cold blood, the sla ves that had shown themsel ves men to r escue
their oppr essors.

Disgusted with artificial manners and vir tues, the citizen of
Geneva, instead of properly sifting the subje ct, thr ew away the
wheat wi th the chaf f, without w aiting to inquir e whether the e vils,
which his ar dent soul turne d from indignantly, were the
consequence of civiliza tion, or the v estiges of barbarism. H e saw
vice trampling on vir tue, and the semblanc e of goodness taking
place of the reality; he saw talents bent by power to sinister
purposes, and ne ver thoug ht of tr acing the g igantic mischief up to
arbitrary power, up to the her editary distinc tions tha t clash wi th
the men tal superiori ty that natur ally raises a man above his fellows.
He did not per ceive, that the r egal power, in a few generations,
intr oduces idiotism in to the noble stem, and holds out bai ts to
render thousands idle and vicious.

Nothing ¢ an set the r egal character in a mor e contempti ble poin t
of view, than the v arious crimes tha t have elevated men to the
supreme dignity. Vile intrigues, unna tural crimes, and e very vice
that degr ades our natur e, have been the steps to this distinguishe d
eminenc e; yet millions o f men have supinely allowed the ner veless
limbs o f the posteri ty of such r apacious pr owlers, to r est quietly on
their ensanguine d thr ones.

What but a pestilen tial vapour c an hover over society, when its
chief dir ector is onl y instruc ted in the in vention o f crimes, or the
stupid r outine o f childish ¢ eremonies? Will men ne ver be wise ? will
they never cease to expect corn fr om tar es, and figs from thistles?

It is impossi ble for any man, when the most fa vourable
cir cumstanc es concur , to acquir e sufficient kno wle dge and str ength
of mind to dischar ge the duties of a king, entrusted with
uncontrolled power; how then must the y be violated when his v ery
elevation is an insuper able bar to the a ttainment of either wisdom
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or vir tue; when all the f eelings of a man are stif led by flattery, and
reflection shut out b y pleasure! Surely it is madness to mak e the
fate of thousands depend on the ¢ apric e of a weak fellow cr eatur e,
whose very station sinks him NECESSARILY below the me anest of
his subjects! But one po wer should not be thr own down to e xalt
another Nfor all po wer intoxicates weak man; and its abuse proves,
that the mor e equality ther e is established among men, the mor e
virtue and happiness will r eign in socie ty. But this, and an y similar
maxim de duced from simple r eason, raises an outcr yNthe chur ch
or the sta te is in dang er, if faith in the wisdom o f antiqui ty is not
implici t; and the y who, roused by the sight of human c alamity,
dare to attack human authori ty, are reviled as despisers of God,
and enemies of man. These are bitter c alumnies, yet the y reached
one of the best o f men, (Dr. Price.) whose ashes still pr each peace,
and whose memor y demands a r espectful pa use, when subjects are
discussed that lay so near his heart.

After attacking the sacr ed majesty of kings, | shall sc arcely excite
surprise, by adding my firm persuasion, tha t every profession, in
which gr eat subor dination o f rank constitutes i ts power, is highly
injurious to mor ality.

A standing army, for instanc e, is incompatible with fr eedom;
because subordination and rig our ar e the very sinews of mili tary
discipline; and despotism is ne cessary to give vigour to en terprises
that one will dir ects. A spiri tinspir ed by romantic notions o f honour ,
a kind of mor ality founde d on the fashion o fthe age, can only be felt
by a few officers, whilst the main bod y must be mo ved by command,
like the w aves of the se a; for the str ong wind o f authori ty pushes the
crowd of subalterns f orward, they scarcely know or c are why, with
headlong fur y.

Besides, nothing c an be so prejudicial to the mor als of the
inhabi tants of country towns, as the oc casional residence of a set
of idle superf icial young men, whose onl y occupation is gallan try,
and whose polishe d manners r ender vice more dangerous, by
concealing its deformity under gay ornamen tal dr apery. An air of
fashion, which is but a badg e of slavery, and proves that the soul
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has not a str ong individual char acter, awes simple country people
into an imi tation o f the vic es, when the y cannot c atch the slipper y
graces of politeness. Every corps is a chain of despots, who,
submitting and t yrannizing wi thout e xercising their r eason, become
dead weights of vice and folly on the c ommuni ty. A man of rank or
fortune, sur e of rising b y inter est, has nothing to do but to pursue
some extr avagant fr eak; whilst the ne edy GENTLEMAN, who is to
rise, as the phr ase turns, by his meri t, becomes a servile par asite or
vile pander .

Sailors, the naval gentlemen, c ome under the same description,
only their vic es assume a different and a gr osser cast. They are more
positiv ely indolen t, when not dischar ging the c eremonials of their
station; whilst the insignif icant f luttering o f soldiers may be terme d
active idleness. More confined to the socie ty of men, the f ormer
acquir e a fondness for humour and mischie vous tricks; whilst the
latter, mixing fr equently with w ell-br ed women, catch a sentimen tal
cant. But mind is e qually out o f the question, whe ther the y indulg e
the horse-la ugh or poli te simper .

May | be allowed to e xtend the ¢ omparison to a pr ofession wher e
more mind is c ertainly to be found; for the cler gy have superior
oppor tuni ties of impr ovement, thoug h subor dination almost e qually
cramps their faculties? The blind submission impose d at college
to forms of belief, serves as a noviciate to the cur ate who most
obsequiously respects the opinion o f his rector or pa tron, if he
means to rise in his pr ofession. Perhaps ther e cannot be a mor e
forcible contr ast than be tween the ser vile, dependen t gait of a poor
curate, and the c ourtly mien of a bishop. And the r espect and
contempt the y inspir e render the dischar ge of their separ ate
functions e qually useless.

It is of great impor tance to obser ve, that the char acter o f every
man is, in some degr ee, formed by his pr ofession. A man of sense
may only have a cast of countenanc e that w ears off as you tr ace his
individuali ty, whilst the w eak, common man, has sc arcely ever any
character, but what belongs to the bod y; at least, all his opinions
have been so steeped in the vat consecrated by authori ty, that
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the faint spiri t which the gr ape of his own vine yields ¢ annot be
distinguishe d.

Society, therefore, as it becomes mor e enlightened, should be
very careful not to establish bodies o f men who must ne cessarily be
made foolish or vicious b y the very consti tution o f their pr ofession.

In the infanc y of society, when men w ere just emer ging out o f
barbarism, chiefs and priests, touching the most po  werful springs
of savage conduc tNhope and f earNmust ha ve had unbounde d sway.
An aristocr acy, of course, is natur ally the first f orm o f government.
But clashing in ter ests soon losing their e quipoise, a monar chy and
hierarchy break out of the confusion o f ambitious strugg les, and
the foundation o f both is se cured by feudal tenur es. This appears
to be the orig in of monar chial and priestl y power, and the dawn
of civiliza tion. B ut such c ombusti ble materials ¢ annot long be pen t
up; and getting v ent in f oreign wars and intestine insurr ections, the
people acquir e some power in the tumult, which oblig  es their rulers
to gloss over their oppr ession with a show of rig ht. Thus, as wars,
agricultur e, commer ce, and liter atur e, expands the mind, despots
are compelle d, to mak e covert corruption hold fast the po  wer which
was former ly snatched by open force.1 And this baneful lur king
gangrene is most quickl y spread by luxur y and supersti tion, the sur e
dregs of ambition. The indolen t puppet of a court first be comes
a luxurious monster , or fastidious sensualist, and then mak es the
contagion which his unna tur al state spreads, the instrumen t of
tyranny.

It is the pestif erous purple which r enders the pr ogress of
civilization a curse, and w arps the understanding, till men o f

1.Men of abili ties scatter se eds that grow up, and have a
great inf luenc e on the f orming opinion; and when onc e
the public opinion pr eponder ates, thr ough the e xertion
of reason, the overthr ow of arbi trary power is not v ery
distant.
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sensibility doubt whe ther the e xpansion of intellect produces a
greater por tion o f happiness or miser y. But the na tur e of the poison

points out the an tidote; and had R ousseau moun ted one step hig her
in his in vestigation; or ¢ ould his e ye have pier ced thr ough the f oggy
atmospher e, which he almost disdaine d to br eathe, his active mind
would have darted forward to c ontempla te the perf ection o f man in
the establishmen t of true civiliza tion, inste ad of taking his f erocious
flight back to the nig ht of sensual ignor ance.
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Chapter 2: TherBwiling
Opinion of a Sexual
Chalacter Discusszl

To account for, and excuse the tyranny of man, many ingenious
arguments have been brought forward to pr ove, that the t wo sexes,
in the ac quirement of virtue, ought to aim at attaining a very
different char acter: or , to spe ak explici tly, women ar e not allo wed to
have sufficient str ength o f mind to ac quir e what r eally deserves the
name of vir tue. Yet it should se em, allowing them to ha ve souls, that
ther e is but one w ay appoin ted by providence to lead MANKIND to
either vir tue or happiness.

If then w omen ar e not a swarm of ephemer on trif lers, why should
they be kept in ignor ance under the spe cious name of innoc ence?
Men complain, and wi th r eason, of the follies and c aprices of our
sex, when the y do not k eenly satiriz e our he adstr ong passions and
groveling vices. Behold, | should answ er, the natural effect of
ignor ance! The mind will e ver be unstable tha t has only prejudices
to rest on, and the curr ent will run wi th destruc tive fury when
ther e are no barriers to br eak its force. Women ar e told fr om their
infancy, and taught by the example of their mothers, tha t a little
knowledge of human w eakness, justly terme d cunning, so ftness of
temper, OUTWARD obedience, and a scrupulous attention to a
puerile kind o f proprie ty, will obtain f or them the pr otection o f man;
and should the y be beautiful, e very thing else is ne edless, for at le ast
twenty years of their liv es.

Thus Milton descri bes our first fr ail mother; thoug h when he tells
us that women are formed for softness and sweet attr active grace,
| cannot c ompr ehend his me aning, unless, in the true Mahome tan
strain, he meant to depriv e us of souls, and insinua te that we were
beings only designed by sweet attractive grace, and docile blind
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obedience, to gratif y the senses of man when he ¢ an no long er soar
on the wing o f contemplation.

How grossly do they insult us, who thus ad vise us only to r ender
ourselves gentle, domestic brutes! F or instanc e, the winning
softness, so warmly, and frequently recommende d, that governs by
obeying. What childish e xpressions, and how insignif icant is the
beingNc an it be an immor tal one ? who will ¢ ondescend to g overn
by such sinister me thods! OCertainl yO sgs Lord Bacon, Gnan is of kin
to the be asts by his body: and if he be not o fkin to God b y his spiri t,
he is a base and ignoble cr eatur e!O Mn, inde ed, appear to me to ac t
in a very unphilosophic al manner, when the y try to secur e the good
conduct of women by attempting to k eep them al ways in a state of
childhood. R ousseau was more consistent when he wishe d to stop
the pr ogress of reason in both se xes; for if men e at of the tr ee of
knowledge, women will c ome in f or a taste: but, fr om the imperf ect
cultiv ation which their understandings no  w receive, they only attain
a knowledge of evil.

Childr en, | grant, should be innoc ent; but when the epi thet is
applied to men, or w omen, it is but a civil term f or w eakness. For if
it be allowed that women were destined by Providence to acquire
human vir tues, and by the exercise of their understandings, tha t
stabili ty of char acter which is the f irmest gr ound to r est our futur e
hopes upon, the y must be permi tted to turn to the f ountain of
light, and not f orced to shape their ¢ ourse by the t winkling o f a
mere satelli te. Milton, | gr ant, was of a very dif ferent opinion; f or
he only bends to the indef easible rig ht of beauty, though it would
be difficult to r ender t wo passages, which | no w mean to contr ast,
consisten t: but in to similar inc onsistencies ar e great men o ften led
by their senses:N

(ro whom thus E ve with perf ect beauty adorne d:

My author and disposer , what thou bidst
Unargued | obey; so God ordains;
God is thy law, thou mine; to kno w no mor e
Is woman® happiest kno wledge and her pr aise O
These are exactly the ar guments that | have used to childr en; but |
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have added, Orour r eason is now gaining str ength, and, till i t arriv es
at some degr ee of maturi ty, you must look up to me f or advice: then
you oug ht to THINK, and onl y rely on God.O

Yet, in the f ollowing lines, Milton se ems to coincide wi th me,
when he mak es Adam thus expostula te wi th his Mak er:N

OHast thou not made me her e thy substi tute,

And these inf erior far bene ath me set?
Among une quals what society

Can sort, what harmon y or delig ht?

Which must be mutual, in pr opor tion due
Given and received; but in dispari ty

The one intense, the other still r emiss
Cannot w ell suit wi th either, but soon pr ove
Tedious alik e: of fellowship | spe ak

Such as | seek fit to par ticipa te

All rational delig ht.O

In treating, ther efore, of the manners of women, let us,
disregarding sensual ar guments, tr ace what w e should ende avour to
make them in or der to ¢ o-oper ate, if the e xpression be not too bold,
with the Supreme Being.

By individual e ducation, | me anNfor the sense o f the w ord is not
precisely definedNsuch an a ttention to a child as will slo wly sharpen
the senses, form the temper , regulate the passions, as the y begin to
ferment, and set the understanding to w ork before the body arriv es
at maturi ty; so that the man ma y only have to pr oceed, not to beg in,
the impor tant task of learning to think and r eason.

To prevent any misconstruc tion, | must add, tha t | do not belie ve
that a private education can work the wonders which some
sanguine wri ters have attri buted to it. Men and women must be
educated, in a great degree, by the opinions and manners o f the
society they live in. In every age ther e has been a stream of popular
opinion tha t has carried all before it, and given a family character,
as it were, to the c entury. It may then fair ly be inferred, that, till
society be dif ferently consti tute d, much c annot be e xpected from
education. It is, however, sufficient for my present purpose to
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assert, that, whatever effect cir cumstanc es have on the abili ties,
every being may become vir tuous by the e xercise of its own r eason;
for if but one being w as created with vicious inclina tionsNtha t is,
positively badN wha t can save us from atheism ? or if w e worship a
God, is not tha t God a devil?

Consequently, the most perf ect education, in m y opinion, is such
an exercise of the understanding as is best ¢ alculated to str engthen
the body and form the he art; or, in other w ords, to enable the
individual to a ttain such habits of virtue as will render it
independen t. In fact, it is a farce to call any being vir tuous whose
virtues do not r esult fr om the e xercise of its own reason. This
was Rousseau® opinion r especting men: | e xtend i t to w omen, and
confidently assert that they have been drawn out o f their spher e
by false refinement, and not b y an endeavour to ac quir e masculine
qualities. Still the r egal homage which they receive is so
intoxicating, that, till the manners o f the times ar e changed, and
formed on mor e reasonable principles, i t may be impossible to
convince them that the illeg itimate power, which the y obtain by
degrading themsel ves, is a curse, and that they must r eturn to
natur e and equality, if they wish to se cure the placid satisfaction
that unsophistic ated affections impar t. But f or this epoch w e must
waitN wait, per haps, till kings and nobles, enlig htened by reason,
and, preferring the r eal dignity of man to childish sta te, thr ow off
their ga udy hereditary tr appings; and if then w omen do not r esign
the arbi trary power of beauty, they will pr ove that they have LESS
mind than man. | ma y be accused of arr ogance; still | must de clare,
what | firmly believe, that all the wri ters who ha ve wri tten on the
subject of female education and manners, fr om Rousseau to Dr.
Gregory, have contri bute d to r ender w omen mor e artif icial, w eaker
characters, than they would other wise have been; and,
consequently, more useless members of society. | might have
expressed this c onviction in a lo wer key; but | am afr aid it would
have been the whine o f affectation, and not the fai thful e xpression
of my feelings, of the cle ar result, which e xperienc e and reflection
have led me to dr aw. When | come to tha t division o f the subje ct,
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| shall advert to the passag es that | mor e particular ly disappr ove
of, in the w orks of the authors | ha ve just alluded to; but it is
first ne cessary to obser ve, that my objection e xtends to the whole
purpor t of those books, which tend, in m vy opinion, to degr ade
one half of the human spe cies, and render w omen ple asing at the
expense of every solid vir tue.

Though to reason on Rousseau® ground, if man did a ttain a
degree of perf ection o f mind when his bod vy arrived at maturi ty, it
mig ht be proper in or der to mak e a man and his wif e ONE, that
she should r ely entir ely on his understanding; and the gr aceful ivy,
clasping the oak tha t suppor ted it, would form a whole in which
strength and be auty would be equally conspicuous. But, alas!
husbands, as well as their helpma tes, are often only overgrown
childr en; nay, thanks to e arly debauchery, scarcely men in their
outward form, and if the blind le ad the blind, one ne ed not c ome
from heaven to tell us the ¢ onsequence.

Many are the causes that, in the pr esent corrupt sta te of society,
contri bute to ensla ve women by cramping their understandings
and sharpening their senses. One, per haps, that silently does mor e
mischief than all the r est, is their disr egard of order.

To do every thing in an or derly manner, is a most impor tant
precept, which w omen, who, generally speaking, receive only a
disorderly kind of education, seldom attend to wi th that degree
of exactness that men, who fr om their infanc y are broken into
method, obser ve. This negligent kind o f guesswork, for what other
epithet can be used to poin t out the r andom exertions of a sort
of instinc tive common sense, never brought to the test o f reason?
prevents their g eneralizing matters of fact, so the y do to-da y, what
they did y esterday, merely because they did it yesterday.

This contempt o f the understanding in e arly lif e has more baneful
consequences than is commonl y supposed; for the li ttle kno wledge
which women of strong minds attain, is, from various
circumstanc es, of a more desultor y kind than the kno wledge of
men, and it is acquired more by sheer observations on r eal life,
than fr om comparing wha t has been individuall y observed with the
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results of experienc e generalized by speculation. Led by their
dependent situation and domestic emplo yments mor e into socie ty,
what the y learn is r ather b y snatches; and as learning is wi th them,

in general, only a secondary thing, the y do not pursue an y one
branch with that persevering ar dour ne cessary to give vigour to
the faculties, and cle arness to the judgmen t. In the pr esent state
of society, a little learning is r equired to suppor t the char acter
of a gentleman; and bo ys are obliged to submi t to a few years of
discipline. B ut in the e ducation of women the cultiv ation of the
understanding is al ways subordinate to the ac quirement of some
corpor eal accomplishmen t; even while ener vated by confinement
and false notions o f modesty, the body is prevented fr om attaining
that grace and beauty which r elaxed half-formed limbs never
exhibit. Besides, in youth their faculties ar e not br ought forward
by emulation; and ha ving no serious scien tif ic study, if they have
natur al sagacity it is turne d too soon on lif e and manners. They
dwell on effects, and modif ications, wi thout tr acing them back to

causes; and complic ated rules to adjust beha viour are a weak
substi tute f or simple principles.

As a proof that education g ives this appe arance of weakness to
females, we may instanc e the example of mili tary men, who ar e, like
them, sentinto the w orld before their minds ha ve been stor ed with
knowledge or fortif ied by principles. The ¢ onsequences are similar;
soldiers acquire a little superf icial kno wledge, snatched from the
muddy curr ent of conversation, and, fr om continuall y mixing wi th
society, they gain, what is terme d a knowledge of the w orld; and
this ac quaintance with manners and customs has fr equently been
confounded with a knowledge of the human he art. But can the
crude frui t of casual observation, ne ver brought to the test o f
judgment, formed by comparing spe culation and e xperienc e,
deserve such a distinc tion ? Soldiers, as well as women, pr actic e the
minor vir tues wi th punc tilious poli teness. Where is then the se xual
difference, when the e ducation has be en the same; all the dif ference
that | can discern, arises fr om the superior ad vantage of liberty
which enables the f ormer to se e more of life.
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It is wandering fr om my present subject, perhaps, to make a
politic al remark; but as it was produc ed natur ally by the tr ain of my
reflections, | shall not pass i t silently over.

Standing armies ¢ an never consist of resolute, r obust men; the y
may be well discipline d machines, but the y will seldom c ontain
men under the inf luence of strong passions or wi th very vigorous
faculties. And as for any depth o f understanding, | will v entur e to
affirm, that it is as rarely to be found in the arm y as amongst
women; and the c ause, | maintain, is the same. |t may be fur ther
observed, that officers are also particular ly attentive to their
persons, fond of dancing, cr owded rooms, adventur es, and ridicule.
Like the FAIR sex, the business o f their liv es is gallantry. They were
taught to ple ase, and they only live to ple ase. Yet the y do not lose
their r ank in the distinc tion o f sexes, for they are still r eckoned
superior to w omen, thoug h in what their superiori ty consists,
beyond what | have just mentione d, it is dif ficult to disc over.

The great misfortune is this, tha t they both ac quire manners
before morals, and a knowledge of life before they have from
reflection, any acquaintance with the gr and ide al outline o f human
natur e. The consequence is natur al; satisfied with common natur e,
they become a prey to pr ejudices, and taking all their opinions on
credit, they blindl y submit to authori ty. So that if the y have any
sense, itis akind o finstinc tiv e glance, that catches pr opor tions, and
decides wi th r espect to manners; but fails when ar guments are to
be pursue d below the surfac e, or opinions anal yzed.

May not the same r emark be applied to women? Nay, the
argument may be carried still fur ther, for they are both thr own
out of a useful station by the unna tur al distinc tions establishe d in
civiliz ed life. Riches and hereditary honours ha ve made cyphers of
women to g ive consequence to the numeric al figure; and idleness
has produced a mixtur e of gallantr y and despotism in socie ty, which
leads the very men who ar e the slaves of their mistr esses, to
tyrannize over their sisters, wiv es, and daughters. This is only
keeping theminr ank and file, itis true. S tr engthen the f emale mind
by enlarging it, and ther e will be an end to blind obe dience; but, as
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blind obe dience is ever sought for by power, tyrants and sensualists
are in the rig ht when the y endeavour to k eep women in the dar k,
because the former onl y want slaves, and the latter a play-thing.
The sensualist, inde ed, has been the most dang erous of tyrants,
and women have been duped by their lo vers, as princ es by their
ministers, whilst dr eaming that the y reigned over them.

I now principall y allude to R ousseau, for his char acter o f Sophia
is, undoubte dly, a captiv ating one, thoug h it appears to me gr ossly
unnatur al; however, it is not the superstruc tur e, but the f oundation
of her char acter, the principles on which her e ducation w as built,
that | me an to attack; nay, warmly as | admir e the genius of that
able writer, whose opinions | shall o ften have occasion to cite,
indigna tion al ways takes place of admir ation, and the rig id fr own of
insulte d vir tue ef faces the smile o f complac ency, which his eloquen t
periods ar e wont to r aise, when | r ead his voluptuous r everies. Is
this the man, who, in his ar dour f or vir tue, w ould banish all the so ft
arts of peace, and almost c arry us back to Spartan discipline ? Is this
the man who delig hts to pain t the useful strugg les of passion, the
triumphs o f good disposi tions, and the her oic flights which c arry
the glowing soul out o f itself? How are these mig hty sentimen ts
lowered when he descri bes the pr ettyfoot and en ticing airs o f his
little favouri te! But, for the pr esent, | w aive the subject, and, inste ad
of severely reprehending the tr ansient effusions of overweening
sensibility, | shall only observe, that whoe ver has cast a benevolent
eye on society, must often have been gratified by the sight of
humble mutual lo ve, not dignif ied by sentiment, nor str engthene d
by a union in in telle ctual pursui ts. The domestic trif les of the day
have afforded matter f or che erful c onverse, and innoc ent caresses
have softened toils which did not r equir e great exercise of mind, or
stretch of thoug ht: yet, has not the sig ht of this moder ate felicity
excited mor e tenderness than r espect? An emotion similar to wha t
we feel when childr en are playing, or animals spor ting, whilst the
contemplation o f the noble strugg les of suffering meri t has raised
admir ation, and c arrie d our thoug hts to tha t world wher e sensation
will g ive place to reason.
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Women are, ther efore, to be consider ed either as mor al beings,
or so weak that they must be entir ely subjected to the superior
faculties o f men.

Let us examine this question. R ousseau declares, that a woman
should never, for a moment feel herself independen t, that she
should be governed by fear to e xercise her NATURAL cunning, and
made a coquetish slave in or der to r ender her a mor e alluring obje ct
of desire, a SWEETER @mpanion to man, whene ver he chooses
to relax himself. H e carries the ar guments, which he pr etends to
draw from the indic ations of nature, still fur ther, and insinuates
that truth and f ortitude the c orner stones o f all human vir tue, shall
be cultiv ated with c ertain r estric tions, be cause with r espect to the
female char acter, obedienc e is the gr and lesson which oug ht to be
impr essed with unr elenting rig our.

What nonsense! W hen will a gr eat man arise wi th sufficient
strength o f mind to puf faway the fumes which pride and sensuali ty
have thus spr ead over the subje ct! If women ar e by natur e inferior
to men, their vir tues must be the same in quali ty, if not in degr ee,
or vir tue is a relative idea; consequently, their ¢ onduct should be
founde d on the same principles, and ha ve the same aim.

Connected with man as daughters, wiv es, and mothers, their
mor al character may be estimated by their manner o ffulf illing those
simple duties; but the end, the gr and end of their e xertions should
be to unfold their o wn faculties, and ac quire the dignity of
conscious vir tue. They may try to r ender their r oad pleasant; but
ought never to forget, in common wi th man, that lif e yields not
the felicity which c an satisfy an immor tal soul. | do not me an to
insinuate, that either se x should be so lost, in abstr act r eflections or
distant views, as to forget the af fections and duties tha t lie bef ore
them, and ar e, in truth, the me ans appointed to pr oduce the frui t of
life; on the c ontrary, | would w armly recommend them, e ven while |
assert, that the y afford most satisfac tion when the y are consider ed
in their true subor dinate lig ht.

Probably the pr evailing opinion, tha twoman w as created for man,
may have taken its rise fr om Moses® poetical story; yet, as very
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few it is presumed, who have bestowed any serious thoug ht on
the subject, ever supposed that Eve was, literally speaking, one of
Adam® ribs, the deduction must be allo wed to fall to the gr ound;
or, only be so far admi tted as it pr oves that man, fr om the r emotest
antiqui ty, found i t convenient to e xert his str ength to subjuga te his
companion, and his in vention to sho w that she oug ht to have her
neck bent under the y oke; because she as well as the brute cr eation,
was created to do his ple asure.

Let it not be c onclude d, that | wish to in vert the or der of things;
| have already granted, that, fr om the c onsti tution o f their bodies,
men seem to be designe d by Providenc e to attain a gr eater degr ee
of virtue. | speak collectively of the whole se x; but | see not the
shadow of a reason to conclude tha t their vir tues should dif fer in
respect to their na ture. In fact, how can they, if vir tue has only one
eternal standar d? | must, ther efore, if | r eason consequentially, as
strenuously maintain, tha t the y have the same simple dir ection, as
that ther e is a God.

It follows then, tha t cunning should not be oppose d to wisdom,
little cares to great exertions, nor insipid so ftness, varnished over
with the name o f gentleness, to tha t fortitude which gr and views
alone can inspir e.

I shall be told, tha t woman would then lose man y of her pe culiar
graces, and the opinion o f a well known poet mig ht be quote d to
refute my unqualif ied assertions. For Pope has said, in the name o f
the whole male se x,

Oret ne @r so sure our passions to cr eate,

As when she touch @ the brink o f all we hate.O

In what lig ht this sall y places men and women, | shall le ave to
the judicious to de termine; me anwhile | shall c ontent myself with
observing, that | cannot disc over why, unless they are mortal,
females should always be degraded by being made subser vient to
love or lust.

To speak disrespectfull y of love is, | know, high tr eason against
sentimen t and f ine feelings; but | wish to spe ak the simple languag e
of truth, and r ather to addr ess the head than the he art. To
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endeavour to r eason love out of the w orld, would be to out Quix ote
Cervantes, and equally offend against common sense; but an
endeavour to r estrain this tumultuous passion, and to pr ove thatit
should not be allo wed to de thr one superior po wers, or to usurp the
sceptr e which the understanding should e ver coolly wield, appe ars
less wild.

Youth is the se ason for love in both se xes; but in those da ys
of thoug htless enjoyment, pr ovision should be made f or the mor e
impor tant years of life, when reflection tak es place of sensation.
But Rousseau, and most o f the male wri ters who ha ve followed his
steps, have warmly inculc ated that the whole tendenc y of female
education oug ht to be dir ected to one point to r ender them
pleasing.

Let me r eason with the suppor ters of this opinion, who ha ve any
knowledge of human nature, do they imagine that marriag e can
eradicate the habi tude o f lif e? The woman who has onl y been taught
to ple ase, will soon find that her charms ar e oblique sun-be ams,
and that the y cannot ha ve much ef fect on her husband®s heart when
they are seen every day, when the summer is past and g one. Will she
then have sufficient native energy to look in to herself f or comfort,
and cultiv ate her dorman t faculties? or , is it not mor e rational to
expect, that she will tr y to ple ase other men; and, in the emotions
raised by the expectation o f new conquests, ende avour to f orget
the mor tif ication her lo ve or pride has r eceived? When the husband
ceases to be a loverNand the time will ine vitably come, her desir e
of ple asing will then gr ow languid, or be come a spring o f bitterness;
and love, perhaps, the most e vanescent of all passions, gives place
to jealousy or vanity.

I now speak of women who ar e restrained by principle or
prejudic e; such women thoug h they would shrink fr om an in trigue
with r eal abhorr ence, yet, nevertheless, wish to be ¢ onvinced by
the homag e of gallantry, that they are cruelly neglected by their
husbands; or, days and weeks are spent in dr eaming of the
happiness enjoyed by congenial souls, till the he alth is undermine d
and the spiri ts br oken by discontent. How then ¢ an the great art of
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pleasing be such a necessary study? it is only useful to a mistr ess;
the chaste wif e, and serious mother , should onl y consider her po wer
to ple ase as the polish of her vir tues, and the af fection of her
husband as one of the c omforts that render her task less dif ficult,
and her lif e happier. But, whe ther she be lo ved or neg lected, her
first wish should be to mak e herself r espectable, and not r ely for all
her happiness on a being subje ct to lik e infirmi ties wi th herself.

The amiable Dr. Gregory fell into a similar err or. | respect his
heart; but en tirely disapprove of his celebrated Legacy to his
Daughters.

He advises them to cultiv ate a fondness for dr ess, because a
fondness for dr ess, he asserts, is natur al to them. | am unable to
comprehend what either he or R ousseau mean, when they
frequently use this indef inite term. | f they told us, that in a pr e-
existent state the soul w as fond of dress, and brought this
inclina tion wi th it into a new body, | should listen to them wi th a
half smile, as | often do when | he ar a rant about inna te elegance.
But if he onl y meant to say that the e xercise of the faculties will
produce this f ondness, | deny it. Itis not na tur al; but arises, lik e false
ambition in men, fr om a love of power.

Dr. Gregory goes much further; he actually recommends
dissimulation, and ad vises an innoc ent girl to give the lie to her
feelings, and not danc e with spiri t, when gaiety of heart would
make her feet eloquen t, wi thout making her g estur es immodest. | n
the name o f truth and ¢ ommon sense, wh y should not one w oman
acknowledge that she can take more exercise than another? or , in
other w ords, that she has a sound c onsti tution; and wh y to damp
innoc ent vivacity, is she darkly to be told, tha t men will dr aw
conclusions which she i ttle thinks o f? Let the li bertine dr aw what
inference he pleases; but, | hope, that no sensible mother will
restrain the natur al frankness of youth, by instilling such inde cent
cautions. Out o f the abundanc e of the he art the mouth spe aketh;
and a wiser than Solomon ha th said, tha t the he art should be made
clean, and not trivial ¢ eremonies obser ved, which it is not v ery
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dif ficult to fulf ill wi th scrupulous e xactness when vic e reigns in the
heart.

Women oug ht to ende avour to purif y their he arts; but c an they
do so when their uncultiv ated understandings mak e them entir ely
dependent on their senses f or emplo yment and amusemen t, when
no noble pursui t sets them abo ve the little vanities of the day, or
enables them to curb the wild emotions tha t agitate a reed over
which e very passing br eeze has power? To gain the af fections of a
virtuous man, is af fectation ne cessary?

Natur e has given woman a weaker fr ame than man; but, to ensur e
her husband@ affections, must a wif e, who, by the exercise of her
mind and bod y, whilst she w as discharging the duties o f a daughter,
wif e, and mother , has allowed her c onsti tution to r etain i ts natur al
strength, and her ner ves a healthy tone, is she, | say, to condescend,
to use art, and feign a sickly delicacy, in order to secure her
husband® affection ? Weakness may excite tenderness, and gr atify
the arr ogant pride o f man; but the lor dly caresses of a prote ctor will
not gr atif y a noble mind tha t pants for and deser ves to be r espected.
Fondness is a poor substi tute f or friendship!

In a seraglio, | gr ant, that all these ar ts are necessary; the epicur e
must have his palate tickle d, or he will sink in to apathy; but have
women so li ttle ambi tion as to be satisfied with such a c ondition ?
Can they supinely dream life away in the lap o f pleasure, or in
the languor o f weariness, rather than asser t their claim to pursue
reasonable pleasures, and render themsel ves conspicuous, by
practising the vir tues which dignif y mankind? Surely she has not an
immor tal soul who ¢ an loiter lif e away, merely emplo yed to adorn
her person, tha t she may amuse the languid hours, and so ften the
cares of a fellow-cr eatur e who is willing to be enliv ened by her
smiles and tricks, when the serious business o f lif e is over.

Besides, the woman who str engthens her bod y and exercises her
mind will, b y managing her famil y and pr actising v arious vir tues,
become the friend, and not the humble dependen t of her husband;
and if she deserves his regard by possessing such substan tial
qualities, she will not f ind it necessary to c onceal her affection, nor
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to pretend to an unna tur al coldness of constitution to e xcite her
husband@® passions. In fact, if w e revert to histor y, we shall find tha t
the women who ha ve distinguishe d themsel ves have neither be en
the most be autiful nor the most g entle of their se x.

Natur e, or to spe ak with stric t pr oprie ty God, has made all things
rig ht; but man has soug ht him out man y inventions to mar the w ork.
I now allude to tha t part of Dr. Gregory® tr eatise, wher e he advises
a wife never to le t her husband kno w the e xtent of her sensi bility
or affection. Voluptuous pr ecaution; and as inef fectual as absurd.
Love, from its very natur e, must be tr ansitor y. To seek for a secret
that would r ender i t constant, would be as wild a se arch as for the
philosopherCs stone, or the gr and panacea; and the disc overy would
be equally useless, or rather pernicious to mankind. The most hol vy
band of society is friendship. | t has been well said, by a shrewd
satirist, Othat r are as true love is, true friendship is still r arerO

This is an obvious truth, and the ¢ ause not |ying deep, will not
elude a slight glance of inquir y.

Love, the common passion, in which chanc e and sensation tak e
place of choic e and reason, is in some degr ee, felt by the mass
of mankind; for it is not ne cessary to speak, at present, of the
emotions tha t rise abo ve or sink belo w love. This passion, natur ally
incr eased by suspense and dif ficulties, dr aws the mind out o f its
accustome d state, and exalts the af fections; but the se curity of
marriag e, allowing the fever of love to subside, a healthy
temper atur e is thoug ht insipid, onl y by those who have not
sufficient in telle ct to substi tute the ¢ alm tenderness o f friendship,
the confidence of respect, inste ad of blind admir ation, and the
sensual emotions o f fondness.

This is, must be, the ¢ ourse of natur eNfriendship or indif ference
inevitably succeeds love. And this c onsti tution se ems perfectly to
harmoniz e with the system o f government which pr evails in the
mor al world. Passions are spurs to ac tion, and open the mind; but
they sink into mer e appetites, become a personal momen tary
gratif ication, when the obje ctis gaine d, and the satisfied mind r ests
in enjoyment. The man who had some vir tue whilst he w as
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strugg ling for a crown, often becomes a voluptuous t yrant when
it graces his brow; and, when the lo ver is not lost in the husband,
the dotar d a prey to childish ¢ apric es, and fond jealousies, neglects
the serious duties o f life, and the caresses which should e xcite
confidence in his childr en are lavished on the o vergrown child, his
wif e.

In order to fulf il the duties o f lif e, and to be able to pursue wi th
vigour the v arious emplo yments which f orm the mor al character, a
master and mistr ess of a famil y ought not to ¢ ontinue to lo ve each
other wi th passion. | me an to say, that the y ought not to indulg e
those emotions which disturb the or  der of society, and engross the
thoug hts that should be other wise emplo yed. The mind tha t has
never been engrossed by one object wants vigour Nif i t can long be
S0, it is w eak.

A mistaken education, a narr ow, uncultiv ated mind, and many
sexual prejudices, tend to mak e women mor e constant than men;
but, for the pr esent, | shall not touch on this br anch of the subje ct.
| will g o still fur ther, and advance, without dr eaming of a paradox,
that an unhapp y marriag e is often very advantageous to a famil y,
and that the neg lected wife is, in general, the best mother . And
this w ould almost al ways be the consequence, if the f emale mind
was more enlarged; for, it seems to be the ¢ ommon dispensa tion
of Providence, that what we gain in pr esent enjoyment should be
deducted from the tr easure of lif e, experienc e; and that when w e
are gathering the f lowers of the day and revelling in ple asure, the
solid frui t of toil and wisdom should not be ¢ aught at the same time.
The way lies before us, we must turn to the rig ht or lef t; and he
who will pass lif e away in bounding fr om one ple asure to another ,
must not ¢ omplain if he nei ther ac quir es wisdom nor r espectabili ty
of char acter.

Supposing f or a momen t, that the soul is not immor tal, and that
man was only created for the pr esent scene; | think w e should
have reason to complain tha t love, infantine f ondness, ever grew
insipid and palle d upon the sense. Let us eat, drink, and lo ve, for
to-morr ow we die, would be in fac t the languag e of reason, the
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mor ality of lif e; and who but a f ool would par t with a reality for a
fleeting shado w? But, if awed by observing the impr ovable powers
of the mind, w e disdain to ¢ onfine our wishes or thoug hts to such
a compar atively mean field of action; tha t only appears grand and
impor tant as it is connected with a boundless pr ospect and sublime
hopes; what necessity is ther e for falsehood in ¢ onduct, and why
must the sacr ed majesty of truth be viola ted to detain a de ceitful
good that saps the very foundation o f vir tue ? Why must the f emale
mind be tain ted by coquetish arts to gr atify the sensualist, and
prevent love from subsiding in to friendship or ¢ ompassionate
tenderness, when ther e are not quali ties on which friendship c an be
built? Le t the honest he art show itself, and REASON te ach passion
to submit to ne cessity; or, let the dignif ied pursuit of virtue and
knowledge raise the mind abo ve those emotions which r ather
imbi tter than sw eeten the cup o f lif e, when the y are not r estrained
within due bounds.

| do not me an to allude to the r omantic passion, which is the
concomitant of genius. Who can clip its wings? But that grand
passion not pr opor tione d to the pun y enjoyments of lif e, is only true
to the sen timen t, and f eeds on itself. The passions which ha ve been
celebrated for their dur ability have always been unfortunate. They
have acquir ed strength by absence and consti tutional melanchol .
The fancy has hovered round a form of beauty dimly seenNbut
familiari ty mig ht have turne d admir ation in to disgust; or , at le ast,
into indif ference, and allowed the imag ination leisur e to star t fr esh
game. With perf ect pr oprie ty, according to this vie w of things, does
Rousseau make the mistr ess of his soul, Eloisa, lo ve St. Preux, when
life was fading before her; but this is no pr oof of the immor tality of
the passion.

Of the same complexion is Dr. Gregory® advice respecting
delicacy of sentiment, which he ad vises a woman not to ac quire,
if she has determine d to marr y. This determina tion, ho wever,
perfectly consistent with his f ormer ad vice, he calls INDELICATE,
and earnestly persuades his daughters to ¢ onceal it, thoug h it may
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govern their ¢ onduct: as if it were indelic ate to ha ve the common
appetites of human natur e.

Noble mor ality! and consistent wi th the c autious prudenc e of a
little soul tha t cannot e xtend i ts views beyond the pr esent minute
division o f existenc e. If all the faculties o f woman®mind ar e only to
be cultiv ated as they respect her dependenc e on man; if, when she
obtains a husband she has arriv ed at her g oal, and meanly proud,
is satisfied with such a paltr y crown, let her gr ovel contentedly,
scarcely raised by her emplo yments above the animal king dom; but,
if she is strugg ling for the priz e of her hig h calling, let her cultiv ate
her understanding wi thout stopping to ¢ onsider wha t char acter the
husband may have whom she is destine d to marr y. Let her only
determine, wi thout being too anxious about pr esent happiness, to
acquir e the quali ties that ennoble a r ational being, and a r ough,
inelegant husband may shock her taste wi thout destr oying her
peace of mind. She will not model her soul to sui  t the fr ailties o f her
companion, but to be ar with them: his char acter may be a trial, but
not an impe diment to vir tue.

If Dr. Gregory confined his remark to r omantic e xpectations o f
constant love and congenial feelings, he should ha ve recollected,
that experienc e will banish wha t advice can never make us cease
to wish f or, when the imag ination is k ept alive at the e xpence of
reason.

I own it fr equently happens, that women who ha ve fostered a
romantic unnatural delicacy of feeling, waste their lives in
IMAGININ G how happy they should ha ve been with a husband who
could love them wi th a fervid incr easing affection e very day, and
all day. But the y might as well pine marrie d as single, and would
not be a jot mor e unhappy with a bad husband than long ing for a
good one. That a pr oper education; or , to spe ak with mor e precision,
a well stor ed mind, w ould enable a woman to suppor t a single
life with digni ty, | grant; but tha t she should avoid cultiv ating her
taste, lest her husband should oc casionally shock it, is quitting a
substance for a shadow. To say the truth, | do not kno w of what
use is an impr oved taste, if the individual be not r endered more
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independen t of the c asualties of lif e; if new sour ces of enjoyment,
only dependent on the soli tary operations of the mind, ar e not
opened. People of taste, marrie d or sing le, without distinc tion, will
ever be disguste d by various things tha t touch not less obser ving
minds. On this ¢ onclusion the ar gument must not be allo wed to
hing e; but in the whole sum o fenjoyment is taste to be denomina ted
a blessing?

The question is, whe ther i t pr ocur es most pain or ple asure? The
answer will de cide the pr opriety of Dr. Gregory® advice, and show
how absurd and tyrannic it is thus to la y down a system o f slavery;
or to attempt to e ducate mor al beings by any other rules than those
deduced from pur e reason, which appl y to the whole spe cies.

Gentleness of manners, f orbe arance, and long suf fering, ar e such
amiable godlik e qualities, that in sublime poe tic str ains the Deity
has been invested with them; and, per haps, no representation o f his
goodness so str ongly fastens on the human af fections as those tha t
represent him abundan tin mer cy and willing to par don. Gentleness,
considered in this poin t of view, bears on its front all the
characteristics o f grandeur, combine d with the winning gr aces of
condescension; but wha t a dif ferent aspect it assumes when it is
the submissiv e demeanour o f dependenc e, the suppor t of weakness
that lo ves, because it wants protection; and is f orbe aring, be cause
it must silen tly endur e injuries; smiling under the lash a t which
it dare not snarl. Abject as this pic tur e appears, it is the por trait
of an accomplishe d woman, according to the r eceived opinion o f
female excellence, separated by specious reasoners from human
excellence. Or, they (Vide Rousseau, and Swedenborg) kindly
restor e the ri b, and make one mor al being of a man and w oman; not
forgetting to g ive her all the Osubmissive charms.O

How women ar e to exist in tha t state wher e ther e is to be nei ther
marrying nor g iving in marriag e, we are not told. For thoug h
mor alists have agreed, that the tenor o f life seems to pr ove that
MAN is pr epared by various cir cumstanc es for a futur e state, they
constantly concur in ad vising WOMAN only to provide for the
present. Gentleness, docili ty, and a spaniel-lik e affection ar e, on this
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ground, consistently recommende d as the cardinal vir tues of the
sex; and, disr egarding the arbi trary economy of natur e, one wri ter
has declared that it is masculine f or a woman to be melanchol y. She
was created to be the to y of man, his r attle, and i t must jing le in his
ears, whenever, dismissing r eason, he chooses to be amused.

To recommend g entleness, inde ed, on a broad basis is stric tly
philosophic al. A frail being should labour to be g entle. But when
forbearance confounds rig ht and wr ong, it ceases to be a virtue;
and, however convenient it may be found in a c ompanion, that
companion will e ver be consider ed as an inferior, and only inspir e
a vapid tenderness, which e asily degenerates into contempt. Still, if
advice could r eally make a being gentle, whose na tur al disposition
admitted not of such a fine polish, some thing to ward the
advancement of or der would be attaine d; but if, as mig ht quickl y be
demonstr ated, only affectation be pr oduced by this indiscrimina te
counsel, which thr ows a stumbling block in the w ay of gradual
impr ovement, and true melior ation o f temper , the sex is not much
benefited by sacrif icing solid vir tues to the a ttainmen t of superf icial
graces, though for a few years they may procure the individualOs
regal sway.

As a philosopher, | read with indigna tion the pla usible epithets
which men use to so ften their insults; and, as a mor alist, | ask
what is me ant by such heter ogeneous associations, as fair def ects,
amiable w eaknesses, etc.? If ther e is but one cri terion o f mor als, but
one archetype for man, w omen appe ar to be suspende d by destiny,
according to the vulgar tale o f Mahome t® coffin; the y have neither
the unerring instinc t of brutes, nor ar e allowed to fix the eye of
reason on a perf ect model. The y were made to be lo ved, and must
not aim at respect, lest the y should be hun ted out of society as
masculine.

But to vie w the subject in another poin t of view. Do passive
indolent women make the best wiv es? Confining our discussion
to the pr esent moment of existence, let us see how such weak
creatur es perform their par t? Do the w omen who, b y the attainmen t
of a few superficial accomplishments, have strengthened the
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prevailing pr ejudice, merely contri bute to the happiness o f their
husbands? Do the y display their charms mer ely to amuse them ? And
have women, who ha ve early imbi bed notions o f passive obedience,
sufficient char acter to manag e a family or educate childr en? So
far from it, that, after sur veying the histor y of woman, | cannot
help agreeing wi th the se verest satirist, ¢ onsidering the se x as the
weakest as well as the most oppr essed half of the spe cies. What
does histor y disclose but mar ks of inf eriori ty, and how few women
have emancipated themsel ves from the galling y oke of sovereign
man? So few, that the e xceptions r emind me of an ingenious
conjectur e respecting N ewton: tha t he was probably a being of a
superior or der, accidentally caged in a human bod y. In the same
style | have been led to imag ine that the f ew extr aordinary women
who have rushed in eccentric al directions out o f the orbit
prescribed to their se x, were MALE spirits, confined by mistak e in
a female frame. But if i t be not philosophic al to think o f sex when
the soul is men tione d, the inf eriori ty must depend on the or gans; or
the he avenly fire, which is to f erment the clay, is not given in equal
por tions.

But avoiding, as | have hither to done, an y dir ect comparison o f the
two sexes collectively, or fr ankly acknowledging the inf eriori ty of
woman, according to the pr esent appe arance of things, | shall onl y
insist, tha t men have incr eased that inf eriori ty till w omen ar e almost
sunk below the standar d of rational cr eatur es. Let their faculties
have room to unf old, and their vir tues to gain str ength, and then
determine wher e the whole se x must stand in the in telle ctual scale.
Yet, let it be remember ed, that for a small number o f distinguishe d
women | do not ask a plac e.

It is dif ficult f or us purblind mor tals to say to what heig ht human
discoveries and impr ovements may arrive, when the gloom of
despotism subsides, which mak es us stumble at every step; but,
when mor ality shall be settled on a mor e solid basis, then, wi thout
being gifted with a pr ophetic spiri t, | will v entur e to pr edict, that
woman will be ei ther the friend or sla ve of man. We shall not, as
at pr esent, doubt whe ther she is a mor al agent, or the link which
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unites man with brutes. B ut, should it then appe ar, that like the
brutes the y were principall y created for the use of man, he will

let them pa tiently bite the bridle, and not mock them wi th empty
praise; or, should their r ationali ty be proved, he will not impe de
their impr ovement mer ely to gr atif y his sensual appetites. He will
not wi th all the gr aces of rhetoric, ad vise them to submi t implici tly
their understandings to the guidanc e of man. He will not, when he

treats of the education o f women, assert, that the y ought never to
have the fr ee use of reason, nor w ould he r ecommend cunning and

dissimulation to beings who ar e acquiring, in lik e manner as himself,
the vir tues of humani ty.

Surely ther e can be but one rule o frig ht, if mor ality has an eternal
foundation, and whoe ver sacrif ices virtue, stric tly so called, to
present convenience, or whose D UTY itis to act in such a manner ,
lives only for the passing day, and cannot be an accountable
creatur e.

The poet then should ha ve dropped his sneer when he says,

Of weak women go astray,

The stars are mor e in fault than the yO

For that they are bound by the adamantine chain o f destiny is
most certain, if i t be proved that they are never to e xercise their
own reason, never to be independen t, never to rise abo ve opinion,
or to f eel the digni ty of a rational will tha t only bows to God, and
often forgets that the univ erse contains any being but i tself, and
the model o f perf ection to which i ts ardent gaze is turne d, to ador e
attri butes that, softened into vir tues, may be imitated in kind,
thoug h the degr ee overwhelms the enr aptur ed mind.

If, | say, for | would not impr ess by declamation when r eason
offers her sober lig ht, if the y are really capable of acting lik e rational
creatur es, let them not be tr eated like slaves; or, like the brutes
who are dependent on the r eason of man, when the y associate
with him; but cultiv ate their minds, g ive them the salutar y, sublime
curb of principle, and le t them attain c onscious digni ty by feeling
themsel ves only dependent on God. T each them, in ¢ ommon wi th
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man, to submi t to ne cessity, inste ad of giving, to r ender them mor e
pleasing, a sex to mor als.

Further, should experienc e prove that they cannot attain the
same degree of strength of mind, perse verance and fortitude, let
their vir tues be the same in kind, thoug h they may vainly strugg le
for the same degr ee; and the superiori ty of man will be e qually clear,
if not cle arer; and truth, as i t is a simple principle, which admi ts
of no modif ication, w ould be common to both. N ay, the order of
society, as it is at present regulated, would not be in verted, for
woman would then onl y have the r ank that r eason assigned her, and
arts could not be pr actised to bring the balanc e even, much less to
turni t.

These may be terme d Utopian dr eams. Thanks to tha t Being who
impr essed them on my soul, and gave me sufficient str ength of
mind to dar e to exert my own r eason, till be coming dependen t only
on him f or the suppor t of my virtue, | view with indigna tion, the
mistak en notions tha t enslave my sex.

I love man as my fellow; but his sc eptr e real or usurpe d, extends
not to me, unless the r eason of an individual demands m y homage;
and even then the submission is to r eason, and not to man. | n
fact, the c onduct of an accountable being must be r egulated by the
operations o fits own r eason; or on wha t foundation r ests the thr one
of God?

It appears to me ne cessary to dwell on these ob vious truths,
because females have been insulte d, as it were; and while the y have
been strippe d of the vir tues that should clothe humani ty, they have
been decked with artif icial gr aces, that enable them to e xercise a
short lived tyranny. Love, in their bosoms, taking plac e of every
nobler passion, their sole ambi tion is to be fair , to raise emotion
inste ad of inspiring r espect; and this ignoble desir e, like the servility
in absolute monar chies, destr oys all str ength o f char acter. Liberty is
the mother o f virtue, and if w omen ar e, by their v ery consti tution,
slaves, and not allowed to br eathe the sharp in vigorating air o f
freedom, they must ever languish lik e exotics, and be r eckoned
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beautiful f laws in natur e; let it also be remember ed, that they are
the only flaw.

As to the ar gument respecting the subje ction in which the se x
has ever been held, it retorts on man. The man y have always been
enthr alled by the f ew; and, monsters who ha ve scarcely shown any
discernment of human e xcellence, have tyrannized over thousands
of their f ellow creatur es. Why have men of superior endo wments
submitted to such degr adation? For, is it not univ ersally
acknowledged that kings, viewed collectively, have ever been
inferior, in abili ties and vir tue, to the same number o f men tak en
from the c ommon mass of mankindN yet, have they not, and ar e
they not still tr eated with a degr ee of reverence, that is an insult
to reason? China is not the onl y country where a living man has
been made a God. MEN have submitted to superior str ength, to
enjoy with impuni ty the ple asure of the momen tN WOMEN have
only done the same, and ther efore till i t is pr oved that the c ourtier,
who ser vilely resigns the bir thrig ht of a man, is not a mor al agent, it
cannot be demonstr ated that woman is essentiall y inf erior to man,
because she has always been subjugated.

Brutal f orce has hither to governed the w orld, and tha t the scienc e
of politics is in i ts infanc y, is evident fr om philosophers scrupling to
give the kno wle dge most useful to man tha t determina te distinc tion.

| shall not pursue this ar gument any fur ther than to establish an
obvious inf erence, that as sound poli tics dif fuse liberty, mankind,
including w oman, will be come mor e wise and vir tuous.
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Chapter 3: The Same Sabje
Continuel

Bodily strength fr om being the distinc tion o f heroes is now sunk
into such unmeri ted contempt, tha t men as well as women, seem
to think i t unne cessary: the latter, as it tak es from their f eminine
graces, and from that lovely weakness, the sour ce of their undue
power; and the former, because it appears inimic al with the
character o f a gentleman.

That they have both by departing fr om one extreme run in to
another , may easily be proved; butit first may be proper to obser ve,
that a vulgar err or has obtaine d a degree of credit, which has g iven
force to a false conclusion, in which an ef fect has been mistak en for
a cause.

People of genius have, very frequently, impaired their
consti tutions b y study, or careless inattention to their he alth, and
the violenc e of their passions be aring a pr oportion to the vig our
of their in telle cts, the sw ord® destroying the sc abbard has become
almost pr overbial, and superf icial observers have inferred from
thenc e, that men o f genius have commonl y weak, or to use a mor e
fashionable phr ase, delicate constitutions. Y et the contrary, |
believe, will appe ar to be the fac t; for, on dilig ent inquir y, | find
that str ength of mind has, in most c ases, been accompanied by
superior str ength of body, natur al soundness of consti tution, not
that r obust tone o f nerves and vigour o f muscles, which arise fr om
bodil y labour , when the mind is quiesc ent, or onl y dir ects the hands.

Dr. Priestley has remarked, in the pr eface to his biogr aphical
chart, that the majori ty of great men have lived beyond forty-five.
And, considering the thoug htless manner in which the y lavished
their str ength, when in vestigating a favourite science, they have
wasted the lamp o f lif e, forgetful o f the midnig ht hour; or , when,
lost in poe tic dr eams, fancy has peopled the sc ene, and the soul has
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been disturbe d, till i t shook the ¢ onsti tution, b y the passions tha t
meditation had r aised; whose obje cts, the baseless fabric o f a vision,
faded before the exhausted eye, they must have had iron frames.
Shakespeare never grasped the air y dagger wi th a ner veless hand,
nor did Milton tr emble when he le d Satan far fr om the c onfines of
his dr eary prison. These w ere not the r avings of imbe cili ty, the sickl y
effusions of distemper ed brains; but the e xuber ance of fancy, that
Oin a fne phr enzyO vandering, w as not continuall y reminde d of its
material shackles.

| am aware, that this ar gumentw ould c arry me fur ther thani tmay
be supposed | wish to g o; but | f ollow truth, and still adheringtom vy
first posi tion, | will allo w that bodil y strength seems to give man a
natur al superiori ty over woman; and this is the onl y solid basis on
which the superiori ty of the sex can be built. B ut | still insist, tha t
not onl y the vir tue, but the KN OWLEDGE of the t wo sexes should
be the same in natur e, if not in degr ee, and that women, consider ed
not only as moral, but r ational cr eatur es, ought to ende avour to
acquir e human vir tues (or perf ections) by the SAME means as men,
inste ad of being educated lik e a fanciful kind o f HALF being, one o f
Rousseau® wild chimer as.

But, if str ength of body be, with some sho w of reason, the boast
of men, why are women so infatuated as to be proud of a defect?
Rousseau has furnishe d them wi th a plausible excuse, which c ould
only have occurr ed to a man, whose imag ination had be en allowed
to run wild, and r efine on the impr essions made by exquisite senses,
that the y might, forsooth ha ve a pretext for yielding to a na tural
appetite without viola ting a r omantic spe cies of modesty, which
gratif ies the pride and li bertinism o f man.

Women delude d by these sentimen ts, sometimes boast o f their
weakness, cunning ly obtaining po wer by playing on the WEAKNESS
of men; and the y may well glory in their illici t sway, for, like Turkish
bashaws, they have mor e real power than their masters: but vir tueis
sacrificed to tempor ary gratif ications, and the r espectabili ty of life
to the triumph o fan hour.

Women, as well as despots, have now, perhaps, more power than
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they would have, if the w orld, divide d and subdivide d into king doms
and families, w as governed by laws deduced from the e xercise of
reason; but in obtaining i t, to carry on the c omparison, their

character is degr aded, and lic entiousness spr ead thr ough the whole

aggregate of society. The many become pedestal to the f ew. I,
ther efore will v entur e to assert, that till w omen are mor e rationall y
educated, the progress of human vir tue and impr ovement in
knowledge must r eceive continual che cks. And if i t be gr anted, that
woman was not cr eated merely to gr atif y the appetite of man, nor
to be the upper ser vant, who pr ovides his meals and takes care
of his linen, i t must f ollow, that the f irst c are of those mothers or

fathers, who r eally attend to the e ducation o f females, should be, if
not to str engthen the bod vy, at least, not to destr oy the c onsti tution

by mistak en notions o f beauty and female excellence; nor should
girls ever be allowed to imbi be the pernicious notion tha t a defect
can, by any chemic al process of reasoning become an excellence.
In this r espect, | am happy to find, that the author o f one of the
most instruc tive books, that our c ountry has produced for childr en,
coincides wi th me in opinion; | shall quote his per tinentremarks to
give the force of his r espectable authori ty to reason.1

1.A respectable old man g ives the following sensi ble
account of the me thod he pursue d when e ducating his
daughter. "I endeavoured to give both to her mind and
body a degree of vigour, which is seldom f ound in the
female sex. As soon as she was sufficiently advanced in
strength to be ¢ apable of the lig hter labours o f
husbandr y and gardening, | emplo yed her as my
constant companion. Selene, for that was her name,
soon acquir ed a dexteri ty in all these rustic
employments which | ¢ onsider ed with equal ple asure
and admir ation. | f women ar e in general feeble both in
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body and mind, i t arises less fr om natur e than fr om
education. W e encour age a vicious indolenc e and
inactivi ty, which w e falsely call delic acy; inste ad of
hardening their minds b y the severer principles o f
reason and philosoph y, we breed them to useless ar ts,
which termina te in vanity and sensuality. In most o f the
countries which | had visi ted, they are taught nothing o f
an higher natur e than a few modula tions o f the v oice, or
useless postur es of the bod y; their time is ¢ onsumed in
sloth or trif les, and trif les become the onl y pursui ts
capable of inter esting them. W e seem to forget, thatitis
upon the quali ties of the f emale sex, that our o wn
domestic c omforts and the e ducation o f our childr en
must depend. And wha t are the comforts or the
education which a r ace of beings corrupte d from their
infancy, and unacquainted with all the duties o flife, are
fitted to besto w? To touch a music al instrumen t wi th
useless skill, to e xhibit their na tur al or affected graces,
to the e yes of indolen t and debauched young men, who
dissipate their husbands' pa trimon vy in riotous and

unne cessary expenses: these are the only arts cultiv ated
by women in most o f the polishe d nations | had se en.
And the c onsequences are uniformly such as may be
expected to pr oceed from such pollute d sources, private
misery, and public ser vitude.

"But, Selene's education w as regulated by different
views, and conduc ted upon se verer principles; if tha tcan

Chapter 3: The Same Subject Continued | 57



But should i t be pr oved that woman is natur ally weaker than man,
from whenc e does it follow that it is natur al for her to labour to
become still w eaker than natur e intende d her to be ? Arguments of
this c ast are an insult to c ommon sense, and savour o f passion. The
DIVINE RIGHT of husbands, lik e the divine rig ht ofkings, may, itisto
be hoped, in this enlig htened age, be conteste d wi thout dang er, and
thoug h conviction may not silenc e many boister ous disputan ts, yet,
when any prevailing pr ejudice is attacked, the wise will ¢ onsider,
and leave the narr ow-minde d to r ail wi th thoug htless vehemence at
inno vation.

The mother , who wishes to g ive true digni ty of char acter to her
daughter, must, r egardless of the sne ers of ignor ance, proceed on
a plan diametric ally opposite to that which R ousseau has
recommended with all the deluding charms o f eloquence and
philosophic al sophistry: for his eloquenc e renders absur dities
plausible, and his dogma tic ¢ onclusions puz zle, without ¢ onvincing
those who ha ve not abili ty to r efute them.

Throughout the whole animal king dom every young creature
requir es almost continual e xercise, and the infanc y of childr en,
conformable to this in timation, should be passe d in harmless
gambols, that exercise the feet and hands, wi thout r equiring v ery
minute dir ection fr om the he ad, or the c onstant attention of a
nurse. In fact, the c are necessary for self-pr eservation is the f irst
natur al exercise of the understanding, as li ttle in ventions to amuse
the pr esent momen t unf old the imag ination. B ut these wise designs
of natur e are counter acted by mistak en fondness or blind z eal. The
child is not lef t a moment to i ts own dir ection, par ticular ly a girl,
and thus r ender ed dependen tNdependenc e is called natur al.

be called severity which opens the mind to a sense o f
mor al and religious duties, and most ef fectually arms it
against the ine vitable evils of life’NMr. Day's "Sandford
and Merton," Volume 3.
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To preserve personal beauty, woman® glory! the limbs and
faculties ar e cramped with worse than Chinese bands, and the
sedentary lif e which the y are condemne d to liv e, whilst bo ys frolic
in the open air , weakens the muscles and r elaxes the nerves. As
for Rousseau® remarks, which have since been echoed by several
writers, that they have naturally, that is from their bir th,
independent of education, a fondness for dolls, dr essing, and
talking, the y are so puerile as not to meri t a serious r efutation.
That a girl, condemned to sit for hours tog ether listening to the
idle chat of weak nurses or to a ttend at her motherOs toilet, will
endeavour to join the ¢ onversation, is, inde ed very natur al; and
that she will imi tate her mother or a unts, and amuse herself by
adorning her lif eless doll, as they do in dr essing her, poor innoc ent
babe! is undoubte dly a most natur al consequence. For men o f the
greatest abili ties have seldom had suf ficient str ength to rise abo ve
the surr ounding a tmospher e; and, if the pag e of genius has always
been blurr ed by the pr ejudices of the age, some allowance should
be made for a sex, who, lik e kings, always see things thr ough a false
medium.

In this manner ma y the fondness for dress, conspicuous in
women, be easily accounted for, without supposing i t the r esult
of a desire to please the sex on which the y are dependent. The
absurdity, in short, of supposing tha t a girl is natur ally a coquette,
and that a desir e conne cted wi th the impulse o f natur e to pr opagate
the species, should appe ar even before an impr oper education has,
by heating the imag ination, called it forth prematurely, is so
unphilosophic al, that such a sagacious obser ver as Rousseau would
not have adopted it, if he had not be en accustome d to mak e reason
give way to his desir e of singulari ty, and truth to a fa vouri te par adox.

Yet thus to g ive a sex to mind w as not very consistent wi th the
principles o f a man who ar gued so warmly, and so well, for the
immor tality of the soul. But what a weak barrier is truth when i t
stands in the w ay of an hypothesis! Rousseau respectedNalmost
adored virtueNand y et allowed himself to lo ve with sensual
fondness. His imagination c onstantly prepared inf lammable fuel f or

Chapter 3: The Same Subject Continued | 59



his inf lammable senses; but, in or der to r econcile his r espect for
self-denial, f ortitude and those her oic vir tues, which a mind lik e his
could not ¢ oolly admir e, he labours to in vert the law of natur e, and
broaches a doctrine pr egnant wi th mischief, and der ogatory to the
character o f supr eme wisdom.

His ridiculous stories, which tend to pr ove that girls are
NATURALLY attentive to their persons, wi thout la ying any stress
on daily example, are below contempt. And tha t a li ttle miss should
have such a corr ect taste as to neg lect the ple asing amusement of
making O &, merely because she perceived that it was an ungraceful
attitude, should be sele cted with the ane cdotes of the le arned pig.2

I have, probably, had an oppor tunity of observing mor e girls in
their infanc y than J. J Rousseau. | can recollect my own f eelings, and
| have looked steadily around me; y et, so far fr om coinciding wi th
him in opinion r especting the f irst dawn of the f emale char acter,
| will v enture to affirm, that a girl, whose spiri ts have not been

."l once knew a young person who le arned to wri te
before she learned to r ead, and began to wri te wi th her
needle before she could use a pen. At first inde ed, she
took i tinto her he ad to mak e no other le tter than the O:
this le tter she w as constantly making of all sizes, and
always the wr ong way. Unluckil y one day, as she was
intent on this emplo yment, she happene d to see herself
in the looking g lass; when, taking a dislik e to the
constr ained atti tude in which she sa t while wri ting, she
thr ew away her pen, lik e another P allas, and determine d
against making the O an y mor e. Her br other w as also
equally averse to wri ting: i t was the confinement,
however, and not the ¢ onstr ained attitude, tha t most
disguste d him." Rousseau's "Emilius.")
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damped by inactivity, or innoc ence tainted by false shame, will
always be a romp, and the doll will ne ver excite attention unless
confinement allows her no alterna tive. Girls and boys, in short,
would play harmless tog ether, if the distinc tion of sex was not
inculc ated long before nature makes any difference. | will, go
fur ther, and affirm, as an indisputable fac t, that most o f the w omen,
in the cir cle of my observation, who ha ve acted like rational
creatur es, or shown any vigour of intelle ct, have accidentally been
allowed to run wild, as some o f the elegant formers o f the fair se x
would insinua te.

The baneful c onsequences which f low fr om inattention to he alth
during infanc y, and youth, extend fur ther than is suppose d,
dependenc e of body natur ally produces dependence of mind; and
how can she be a good wif e or mother , the greater part of whose
time is emplo yed to guar d against or endur e sickness; nor c an it be
expected, that a woman will r esolutel y endeavour to str engthen her
consti tution and abstain fr om enervating indulg ences, if artif icial
notions o f beauty, and false descriptions o f sensibility, have been
early entangled wi th her motiv es of action. M ost men ar e sometimes
obliged to bear with bodil y inconveniences, and to endur e,
occasionally, the inclemenc y of the elemen ts; but g enteel women
are, literally speaking, slaves to their bodies, and g lory in their
subjection.

| once knew a weak woman of fashion, who w as more than
commonly proud of her delic acy and sensibility. She thought a
distinguishing taste and pun y appetite the heig ht of all human
perfection, and acted accordingly. | have seen this weak
sophistic ated being neglect all the duties o f life, yet recline wi th
self-complacency on a sofa, and boast of her w ant of appetite as
a proof of delic acy that extended to, or, perhaps, arose from, her
exquisite sensibility: for it is dif ficult to r ender in tellig ible such
ridiculous jar gon. Yet, atthe momen t, | have seen herinsultaw orthy
old gentlewoman, whom une xpected misfortunes had made
dependent on her osten tatious boun ty, and who, in be tter days,
had claims on her gr atitude. I's it possible that a human cr eatur e
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should have become such a weak and depraved being, if, lik e the
Sybarites, dissolved in luxur y, every thing lik e virtue had not be en
worn away, or never impr essed by precept, a poor substi tute it is
true, f or cultiv ation o f mind, thoug h it serves as a fence against vic e?

Such a woman is not a mor e irr ational monster than some o f
the Roman emper ors, who w ere depraved by lawless power. Yet,
since kings have been more under the r estraint of law, and the
curb, ho wever w eak, of honour , the r ecords of histor y are not filled
with such unna tur al instanc es of folly and cruelt y, nor does the
despotism tha t kills vir tue and g enius in the bud, ho ver over Europe
with tha t destruc tiv e blast which desola tes Turkey, and renders the
men, as well as the soil unfrui tful.

Women ar e every wher e in this deplor able state; for, in order to
preserve their innoc ence, as ignorance is cour teously terme d, truth
is hidden fr om them, and the y are made to assume an ar tif icial
character bef ore their faculties ha ve acquir ed any strength. T aught
from their infanc y, that beauty is woman® sceptr e, the mind shapes
itself to the bod vy, and, roaming round its gilt c age, only seeks to
adornits prison. M en have various emplo yments and pursui ts which
engage their attention, and g ive a character to the opening mind;
but w omen, confined to one, and ha ving their thoug hts constantly
dir ected to the most insignif icant part of themsel ves, seldom extend
their vie ws beyond the triumph o f the hour. But was their
understanding onc e emancipated from the slavery to which the
pride and sensuali ty of man and their shor t sighted desire, like that
of dominion in t yrants, of present sway, has subjected them, w e
should pr obably read of their w eaknesses with surprise. | must be
allowed to pursue the ar gument a little far ther.

Perhaps, if the e xistenc e of an evil being w as allowed, who, in
the alleg oric al language of scriptur e, went about se eking whom he
should de vour, he could not mor e effectually degrade the human
character than b y giving a man absolute po wer.

This argument br anches into various r amifications. Birth, riches,
and every intrinsic ad vantage that exalt a man above his fellows,
without an y mental exertion, sink him in r eality below them. In
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propor tion to his w eakness, he is played upon by designing men, till
the bloated monster has lost all tr aces of humani ty. And that tri bes
of men, lik e flocks of sheep, should quie tly follow such a le ader, is
a solecism that only a desire of present enjoyment and narr owness
of understanding ¢ an solve. Educated in slavish dependenc e, and
enervated by luxur y and sloth, wher e shall we find men who will
stand forth to assert the rig hts of man; or claim the privileg e of
mor al beings, who should ha ve but one r oad to e xcellence? Slavery
to monar chs and ministers, which the w orld will be long in fr eeing
itself fr om, and whose de adly grasp stops the pr ogress of the human
mind, is not y et abolishe d.

Let not men then in the pride o f power, use the same arguments
that tyrannic kings and v enal ministers ha ve used, and fallaciousl| y
assert, that woman oug ht to be subje cted because she has always
been so. But, when man, g overned by reasonable laws, enjoys his
natur al freedom, let him despise w oman, if she do not shar e it wi th
him; and, till tha t glorious period arriv es, in descanting on the f olly
of the sex, let him not o verlook his own.

Women, itis true, obtaining po wer by unjust me ans, by practising
or fostering vic e, evidently lose the r ank which r eason would assign
them, and the y become either abje ct slaves or capricious t yrants.
They lose all simplici ty, all digni ty of mind, in ac quiring po wer, and
act as men ar e observed to act when the y have been exalted by the
same means.

Itis time to ef fectarevolutioninf emale manners, time tor estore
to them their lost digni ty, and make them, as a part of the human
species, labour by reforming themsel ves to reform the w orld. It is
time to separ ate unchang eable mor als from loc al manners. |f men
be demi-g ods, why let us serve them! And if the digni ty of the
female soul be as disputable as tha t of animals, if their r eason does
not af ford sufficient lig ht to dir ect their ¢ onduct whilst unerring
instinc tis denie d, they are surely of all cr eatur es the most miser able
and, bent bene ath the ir on hand o f destin y, must submi tto be a FAIR
DEFECT in creation. B ut to justif y the w ays of pr ovidenc e respecting
them, by pointing out some irr efragable reason for thus making
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such a large portion o f mankind ac countable and not ac countable,
would puz zle the subtlest ¢ asuist.

The only solid f oundation f or mor ality appears to be the char acter
of the Supreme Being; the harmon y of which arises fr om a balance
of attri butes; and, to spe ak with r everence, one attri bute seems to
imply the NECESSITY of another . He must be just, be cause he is
wise, he must be g ood, because he is omnipoten t. For, to exalt one
attri bute at the e xpense of another e qually noble and ne cessary,
bears the stamp o f the warped reason of man, the homag e of
passion. Man, accustomed to bow down to po wer in his savage
state, can seldom div est himself o f this barbar ous prejudice even
when civiliza tion de termines ho w much superior men tal is to bodil y
strength; and his r eason is cloude d by these crude opinions, e ven
when he thinks o f the Deity. His omnipotenc e is made to sw allow
up, or pr eside over his other a ttri butes, and those mor tals are
supposed to limi t his po wer irr everently, who think tha t it must be
regulated by his wisdom.

I disclaim tha t species of humili ty which, after in vestigating
natur e, stops at the a uthor . The high and lo fty One, who inhabi teth
eterni ty, doubtless possesses many attri butes of which w e can form
no conception; butr eason tells me tha t the y cannot clash wi th those
| adore, and | am compelle d to listen to her v oice.

It seems natur al for man to se arch for excellence, and either to
trace it in the obje ct that he worships, or blindl y to invest it with
perfection as a garmen t. But what good effect can the latter mode
of worship ha ve on the mor al conduct of a rational being ? He bends
to po wer; he ador es a dark cloud, which ma y open a brig ht pr ospect
to him, or burstin angr y, lawless fur y on his de voted head, he knows
not wh y. And, supposing tha t the Dei ty acts fr om the v ague impulse
of an undir ected will, man must also f ollow his own, or ac t according
to rules, de duced fr om principles which he disclaims as irr  everent.
Into this dilemma ha ve both en thusiasts and c ooler think ers fallen,
when the y labour ed to fr ee men from the wholesome r estraints
which a just ¢ onception o f the char acter o f God imposes.

It is not impious thus to sc an the attri butes of the Almig hty: in
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fact, who c an avoid it that exercises his faculties? f or to lo ve God
as the fountain o f wisdom, g oodness, and power, appears to be the
only worship useful to a being who wishes to ac quir e either vir tue
or kno wledge. A blind unse ttled affection ma'y, like human passions,
occupy the mind and w arm the he art, whilst, to do justic e, love
mercy, and walk humbly with our God, is f orgotten. | shall pursue
this subje ct still fur ther, when | c onsider r eligion in a lig ht opposi te
to that recommende d by Dr. Gregory, who tr eats it as a matter of
sentimen t or taste.

To return fr om this appar ent digr ession. It w ere to be wishe d, that
women would cherish an af fection f or their husbands, f ounded on
the same principle tha t devotion oug ht to r est upon. N o other f irm
base is there under he aven, for let them be ware of the fallacious
light of sentimen t; too o ften used as a softer phr ase for sensuality.
It follows then, | think, tha t fr om their infanc y women should ei ther
be shut up lik e eastern princ es, or educated in such a manner as to
be able to think and ac t for themsel ves.

Why do men halt between two opinions, and e xpect
impossi bili ties? Why do the y expect vir tue fr om a slave, or from a
being whom the c¢ onstitution o f civil socie ty has rendered weak, if
not vicious?

Still 1 kno w that it will r equire a consider able length o f time
to eradicate the firmly rooted prejudices which sensualists ha ve
planted; it will also r equire some time to c onvince women that
they act contrary to their r eal interest on an enlar ged scale, when
they cherish or af fect weakness under the name o f delic acy, and
to convince the world that the poisone d source of female vices
and follies, if it be necessary, in complianc e with custom, to use
synonymous terms in a lax sense, has be en the sensual homag e paid
to beauty: to beauty of featur es; for it has been shrewdly observed
by a German wri ter, that a pretty woman, as an object of desire,
is generally allowed to be so by men of all descriptions; whilst a
fine woman, who inspir es more sublime emotions b y displaying
intellectual beauty, may be overlooked or observed with
indif ference, by those men who f ind their happiness in the
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gratif ication o f their appe tites. | foresee an obvious retor t; whilst
man remains such an imperf ect being as he appe ars hither to to ha ve
been, he will, mor e or less, be the slave of his appetites; and those
women obtaining most po wer who gr atify a predominan t one, the
sex is degraded by a physical, if not b y a moral necessity.

This objection has, | gr ant, some force; but while such a sublime
precept exists, as, Obe pure as your he avenly father is pur e;Otiw ould
seem that the vir tues of man are not limi ted by the Being who
alone could limi t them; and tha t he may press forward without
considering whe ther he steps out o f his spher e by indulg ing such a
noble ambi tion. T o the wild billo ws it has been said, Othus far shalt
thou g o, and no fur ther; and her e shall thy proud w aves be stayed.O
Vainly then do the y beat and foam, restrained by the power that
confines the strugg ling plane ts wi thin their orbi ts, matter yields to
the gr eat governing Spiri t. But an immor tal soul, not r estrained by
mechanic al laws, and strugg ling to fr ee itself fr om the shackles o f
matter, contri butes to, inste ad of disturbing, the or der of creation,
when, c o-oper ating wi th the F ather o f spiri ts, it tries to g overn i tself
by the in variable rule tha t, in a degr ee, before which our imag ination
faints, the univ erse is regulated.

Besides, if women are educated for dependenc e, that is, to act
according to the will o f another falli ble being, and submi t, rig ht or
wr ong, to po wer, wher e are we to stop ? Are they to be c onsider ed as
viceregents, allowed to r eign over a small domain, and answ erable
for their ¢ onduct to a hig her tri bunal, liable to err or?

It will not be dif ficult to pr ove, that such delegates will act lik e
men subjected by fear, and make their childr en and servants endur e
their t yrannical oppression. As they submit without r eason, they
will, having no fixed rules to squar e their c onduct by, be kind or
cruel, just as the whim o f the momen t dir ects; and we ought not
to wonder if some times, galled by their he avy yoke, they take a
malignant ple asure in resting i t on w eaker shoulders.

But, supposing a w oman, tr ained up to obe dience, be marrie d to
a sensible man, who dir ects her judgmen t, wi thout making her f eel
the servility of her subje ction, to ac t wi th as much pr oprie ty by this
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reflected light as can be expected when r eason is taken at second
hand, yet she cannot ensur e the lif e of her pr ote ctor; he may die and
leave her wi th a lar ge family.

A double dut y devolves on her; to e ducate them in the char acter
of both fa ther and mother; to f orm their principles and se cure their
property. But, alas! she has never thoug ht, much less acted for
herself. She has only learned to ple ase men, to depend gr acefully on
them; y et, encumber ed with childr en, how is she to obtain another
prote ctor; a husband to suppl y the plac e of reason? A rational man,
for we are not tr eading on r omantic gr ound, thoug h he may think
her a ple asing docile cr eatur e, will not choose to marr 'y a FAMILY for
love, when the w orld contains many mor e pretty creatur es. What
is then to be come of her? She either falls an e asy prey to some
mean fortune hun ter, who defr auds her childr en of their pa ternal
inheri tance, and renders her miser able; or be comes the victim o f
discontent and blind indulg ence. Unable to e ducate her sons, or
impr ess them wi th r espect; for it is not a play on words to assert,
that people are never r espected, thoug h filling an impor tant station,
who ar e not r espectable; she pines under the anguish o f unavailing
impoten t regret. The serpen t@ tooth en ters in to her v ery soul, and
the vic es of licentious youth bring her wi th sorr ow, if not wi th
poverty also, to the gr ave.

This is not an o vercharged pictur e; on the contrary, it is a very
possible case, and something similar must ha ve fallen under e very
attentive eye.

| have, however, taken it for gr anted, that she was well disposed,
thoug h experienc e shows, that the blind ma y as easily be led into a
ditch as along the be aten r oad. But supposing, no v ery impr obable
conjectur e, that a being onl y taught to ple ase must still f ind her
happiness in ple asing; what an example of folly, not to say vice,
will she be to her innoc ent daughters! The mother will be lost in
the coquette, and, inste ad of making friends o f her daughters, view
them wi th eyes askance, for the y are rivalsNriv als more cruel than
any other , because they invite a comparison, and driv e her fr om the
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thr one of beauty, who has never thoug ht of a seat on the bench o f
reason.

It does not r equire a lively pencil, or the discrimina ting outline
of a caricatur e, to sketch the domestic miseries and pe tty vices
which such a mistr ess of a family dif fuses. Still she onl y acts as a
woman oug ht to act, brought up according to R ousseau® system.
She can never be r eproached for being masculine, or turning outo  f
her spher e; nay, she may observe another o f his grand rules, and,
cautiousl y preserving her r eputation fr ee from spot, be r eckoned a
good kind o f woman. Yet in wha t r espect can she be terme d good?
She abstains, itis true, wi thout an y great strugg le, from commi tting
gross crimes; but ho w does she fulf il her duties? Duties!Nin truth
she has enough to think o f to adorn her bod y and nurse a w eak
consti tution.

With r espect to r eligion, she never presumed to judg e for herself;
but conforme d, as a dependent cr eatur e should, to the ¢ eremonies
of the chur ch which she w as brought up in, piousl y believing, that
wiser he ads than her o wn have settled that business: and not to
doubt is her poin t of perf ection. She ther efore pays her tythe of
mint and cummin, and thanks her God tha t she is not as other
women ar e. These are the blessed effects of a good education! these
the vir tues of man® helpmate. | must r elieve myself by drawing a
different pic tur e.

Let fancy now present a woman wi th a toler able understanding,
for 1 do not wish to le ave the line o f mediocri ty, whose consti tution,
strengthene d by exercise, has allowed her bod y to acquir e its full
vigour; her mind, a t the same time, gr adually expanding i tself to
compr ehend the mor al duties o f lif e, and in what human vir tue and
dignity consist. Formed thus by the relative duties of her station,
she marries fr om affection, wi thout losing sig ht of prudenc e, and
looking be yond matrimonial f elicity, she secures her husband®
respect before it is necessary to exert mean arts to ple ase him,
and feed a dying flame, which na tur e doomed to e xpir e when the
object be came familiar , when friendship and f orbe arance take place
of a mor e ardent affection. This is the na tur al death of love, and
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domestic pe ace is not destr oyed by struggles to prevent its
extinc tion. | also suppose the husbhand to be vir tuous; or she is still
mor e in want of independen t principles.

Fate, however, breaks this tie. She is left a widow, perhaps,
without a suf ficient pr ovision: but she is not desola te! The pang o f
natur e is felt; but af ter time has so ftened sorr ow into melanchol y
resignation, her he art turns to her childr en with redoubled
fondness, and anxious to pr ovide for them, af fection g ives a sacred
heroic cast to her ma ternal duties. She thinks tha t not onl y the
eye sees her vir tuous ef forts, from whom all her c omfort now must
flow, and whose appr obation is lif e; but her imag ination, a li ttle
abstracted and exalted by grief, d wells on the f ond hope, tha t the
eyes which her tr embling hand close d, may still see how she
subdues every wayward passion to fulf il the double dut y of being
the father as w ell as the mother o f her childr en. Raised to her oism
by misfortunes, she represses the first fain t dawning o f a natur al
inclina tion, bef ore itripens in to lo ve, and in the bloom o f lif e forgets
her sexNforgets the ple asure of an awakening passion, which mig ht
again have been inspir ed and returne d. She no longer thinks o f
pleasing, and conscious digni ty prevents her fr om priding herself
on account of the pr aise which her ¢ onduct demands. H er childr en
have her lo ve, and her brig htest hopes ar e beyond the gr ave, where
her imag ination o ften str ays.

I think | se e her surr ounded by her childr en, reaping the r eward
of her care. The intelligent eye meets her®, whilst he alth and
innoc ence smile on their chubb y cheeks, and as they grow up the
cares of lif e are lessened by their gr ateful attention. She liv es to see
the vir tues which she ende avour ed to plan t on principles, f ixed into
habits, to se e her childr en attain a str ength o f char acter suf ficientto
enable them to endur e adversity without f orgetting their mother® s
example.

The task of life thus fulf illed, she calmly waits for the sle ep of
death, and rising fr om the gr ave may say, behold, thou ga vest me a
talent, and her e are five talents.

| wish to sum up wha t | have said in a few words, for | her e
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thr ow down my gauntlet, and deny the existenc e of sexual vir tues,
not e xcepting modest y. For man and w oman, truth, if | understand
the me aning of the w ord, must be the same; y et the fanciful f emale
character, so prettily drawn by poets and no velists, demanding the
sacrifice of truth and sinc erity, virtue becomes a relative idea,
having no other f oundation than utili ty, and of that utili ty men
pretend arbi trarily to judg e, shaping it to their o wn convenience.

Women, | allo w, may have different duties to fulf il; but the y are
HUMAN duties, and the principles tha t should r egulate the
dischar ge of them, | stur dily maintain, must be the same.

To become respectable, the e xercise of their understanding is
necessary, there is no other f oundation for independenc e of
character; | me an explici tly to say, that the y must onl y bow to the
authori ty of reason, instead of being the M ODEST slaves of opinion.

In the superior r anks of lif e how seldom do w e meet wi th a man
of superior abili ties, or e ven common ac quirements? The reason
appears to me cle ar; the state they are born in w as an unnatur al one.
The human char acter has e ver been forme d by the emplo yments the
individual, or class pursues; and if the faculties ar e not sharpene d
by necessity, they must r emain obtuse. The ar gument may fairly
be extended to women; for seldom oc cupied by serious business,
the pursui t of pleasure gives that insignif icancy to their char acter
which r enders the socie ty of the GREAT so insipid. The same w ant
of firmness, pr oduced by a similar c ause, forces them both to f ly
from themsel ves to noisy ple asures, and artif icial passions, till v anity
takes place of every social affection, and the char acteristics o f
humani ty can scarcely be discerned. Such are the blessings of civil
governments, as they are at present organized, that wealth and
female softness equally tend to debase mankind, and ar e produced
by the same c ause; but allo wing w omen to be r ational cr eatur es they
should be inci ted to ac quir e virtues which the y may call their o wn,
for how can a rational being be ennoble d by any thing tha t is not
obtaine d by its OWN exertions?
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Chapter 4: Obseaations on
the State of Bgadation to
Which Woman is ieducd by
Various Causes

That woman is natur ally weak, or degraded by a concurr ence of
circumstanc es is, | think, cle ar. But this posi tion | shall simpl y
contr ast with a conclusion, which | ha ve frequently heard fall fr om
sensible men in fa vour of an aristocr acy: that the mass o f mankind
cannot be any thing, or the obse quious slaves, who patiently allow
themselves to be penned up, would feel their 0 wn consequence,
and spurn their chains. M en, they further obser ve, submit every
wher e to oppr ession, when the y have only to lif t up their he ads to
thr ow off the y oke; yet, inste ad of asserting their bir thrig ht, they
quietly lick the dust, and sa vy, let us eat and drink, f or to-morr ow
we die. Women, | argue from analogy, are degraded by the same
propensity to enjoy the pr esent momen t; and, at last, despise the
freedom which the y have not suf ficient vir tue to strugg le to attain.
But | must be mor e explici t.

With r espect to the cultur e of the he art, itis unanimousl y allowed
that sex is out of the question; but the line o f subordination in
the mental powers is never to be passed over. Only Gibsolute in
loveliness,0 the pottion o f rationali ty granted to w oman is, inde ed,
very scanty; for, denying her g enius and judgment, it is scarcely
possible to divine wha t remains to char acteriz e intelle ct.

The stamina of immor tality, if | may be allowed the phr ase, is
the perf ectibility of human r eason; for, was man created perf ect,
or did a f lood of knowledge break in upon him, when he arriv ed at
maturi ty, that pr ecluded err or, | should doubt whe ther his e xistenc e
would be continue d after the dissolution o f the body. But in the
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present state of things, e very dif ficult y in mor als, that escapes from
human discussion, and e qually baffles the in vestigation o f pr ofound
thinking, and the lig htning g lance of genius, is an argument on
which | build m y belief of the immor tality of the soul. Reason is,
consequentially, the simple po wer of impr ovement; or, more
properly speaking, of discerning truth. E very individual is in this
respect a world in itself. More or less may be conspicuous in one
being than other; but the na tur e of reason must be the same in all,
if it be an emanation o f divini ty, the tie tha t connects the cr eatur e
with the Cr eator; f or, can that soul be stampe d with the he avenly
image, that is not perf ected by the exercise of its own reason?
Yet out wardly ornamen ted with elabor ate care, and so adorned to
delig ht man, Othat wi th honour he ma y love O Vide Milton ) the soul
of woman is not allo wed to have this distinc tion, and man, e ver
placed between her and r eason, she is always represented as only
created to see thr ough a gross medium, and to tak e things on trust.
But, dismissing these fanciful the ories, and c onsidering w oman as a
whole, letit be what it will, inste ad of a part of man, the inquir vy is,
whether she has r eason or not. | f she has, which, for a moment, |
will tak e for gr anted, she was not cr eated mer ely to be the solac e of
man, and the se xual should not destr oy the human char acter.

Into this err or men have, probably, been led by viewing e ducation
in a false lig ht; not c onsidering i t as the first step to f orm a being
advancing gr adually toward perf ection; (This w ord is not stric tly
just, but | ¢ annot find a better.) but only as a preparation f or lif e.
On this sensual err or, for | must ¢ all it so, has the false system
of female manners be en reared, which r obs the whole se x of its
digni ty, and classes the br own and fair wi th the smiling f lowers that
only adorn the land. This has e ver been the languag e of men, and
the fear of departing fr om a supposed sexual char acter, has made
even women of superior sense adopt the same sen timents. Thus
understanding, stric tly speaking, has been denied to w oman; and
instinc t, sublima ted into wi t and cunning, f or the purposes o f life,
has been substitute d in i ts stead.

The power of generalizing ide as, of drawing comprehensive
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conclusions fr om individual obser vations, is the onl y acquir ement
for an immor tal being, tha t r eally deserves the name of knowledge.
Merely to obser ve, without ende avouring to ac count for any thing,
may, (in a very incomplete manner ) serve as the common sense o f
life; but wher e is the stor e laid up tha t is to clothe the soul wheni t
leaves the body?

This power has not onl y been denie d to w omen; but wri ters have
insisted that it is inc onsistent, with a few exceptions, wi th their
sexual char acter. Let men pr ove this, and | shall gr ant that woman
only exists for man. | must, ho wever, previously remark, that the
power of generalizing ide as, to any great extent, is not v ery common
amongst men or w omen. But this e xercise is the true cultiv ation
of the understanding; and e very thing c onspires to render the
cultiv ation o f the understanding mor e difficult in the f emale than
the male w orld.

I am natur ally led by this assertion to the main subje ct of the
present chapter , and shall now attempt to poin t out some o f the
causes that degr ade the sex, and prevent women fr om generalizing
their obser vations.

| shall not g o back to the r emote annals of antiquity to tr ace
the histor y of woman; it is sufficient to allo w, that she has always
been either a slave or a despot, and to r emark, that each of these
situations e qually retards the pr ogress of reason. The grand sour ce
of female folly and vice has ever appeared to me to arise fr om
narr owness of mind; and the v ery consti tution o f civil g overnmen ts
has put almost insuper able obstacles in the w ay to pr event the
cultiv ation o f the f emale understanding: y et vir tue can be built on
no other f oundation! The same obstacles ar e thr own in the w ay of
the rich, and the same ¢ onsequences ensue.

Necessity has been proverbiall y terme d the mother o f invention;
the aphorism ma y be extende d to vir tue. It is an acquir ement, and
an acquirement to which ple asure must be sacrif iced, and who
sacrifices pleasure when it is within the gr asp, whose mind has
not be en opened and str engthene d by adversity, or the pursui t of
knowledge goaded on by necessity? Happy is it when pe ople have
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the cares of lif e to strugg le with; for these strugg les prevent their
becoming a pr ey to ener vating vic es, merely from idleness! But, if
from their bir th men and w omen are placed in a torrid z one, with
the meridian sun o f pleasure darting dir ectly upon them, ho w can
they sufficiently brace their minds to dischar ge the duties o f life, or
even to r elish the af fections tha t carry them out o f themsel ves?

Pleasure is the business of a woman® life, according to the
present modif ication o f society, and while it continues to be so,
little can be expected from such w eak beings. Inheri ting, in a line al
descent from the first fair def ect in nature, the sovereignty of
beauty, they have, to main tain their po wer, resigned their na tur al
rig hts, which the e xercise of reason, mig ht have procur ed them, and
chosen rather to be shor t-liv ed queens than labour to a ttain the
sober ple asures that arise fr om equality. Exalted by their inf eriori ty
(this sounds lik e a contr adiction) they constantly demand homag e
as women, thoug h experienc e should te ach them that the men
who pride themsel ves upon paying this arbi trary insolent r espect to
the sex, with the most scrupulous e xactness, are most incline d to
tyrannize over, and despise the v ery weakness they cherish. Of ten
do they repeat Mr . Hume® sentimen ts; when ¢ omparing the F rench
and Athenian char acter, he alludes to w omen. ORIt what is mor e
singular in this whimsic al nation, say | to the A thenians, is, that a
frolic of yours during the Sa turnalia, when the sla ves are served by
their masters, is seriousl y continue d by them thr ough the whole
year, and thr ough the whole ¢ ourse of their liv es; accompanie d too
with some cir cumstanc es, which still fur ther augment the absur dity
and ridicule. Y our spor t only elevates for a few days, those whom
fortune has thr own down, and whom she too, in spor t, may really
elevate forever above you. But this nation gr avely exalts those,
whom natur e has subjected to them, and whose inf eriori ty and
infirmi ties are absolutely incur able. The women, thoug h without
virtue, are their masters and so vereigns.O

Ah! why do women, | write with affectionate solicitude,
condescend to receive a degree of attention and r espect from
strangers, different from that reciprocation of civili ty which the
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dictates of humanity, and the poli teness of civiliza tion a uthorise
between man and man? And why do they not disc over, when Oin
the noon o f beauty® power 0 tha the y are treated like queens only
to be delude d by hollo w respect, till the y are led to r esign, or not
assume, their na tur al prerogativ es? Confined then in ¢ ages, like the
feather ed race, they have nothing to do but to plume themsel ves,
and stalk wi th mock -majesty from per ch to per ch. Itis true, the y are
provided wi th food and r aiment, for which the y neither toil nor spin;
but he alth, li berty, and virtue are given in exchange. But, wher e,
amongst mankind has be en found suf ficient str ength of mind to
enable a being to r esign these adventitious pr erogatives; one who
rising wi th the ¢ alm digni ty of reason above opinion, dar ed to be
proud of the privileg es inherent in man ? and it is vain to e xpect it
whilst her editary power chok es the affections, and nips r eason in
the bud.

The passions of men have thus plac ed women on thr ones; and,
till mankind be come mor e reasonable, it is to be f eared that women
will avail themsel ves of the po wer which the y attain wi th the le ast
exertion, and which is the most indisputable. The y will smile, y es,
they will smile, thoug h told tha tN

Oh beauty® empir e is no mean,

And woman either slave or queen,
Is quickly scorn @ when not ador®d.O

But the ador ation c omes first, and the sc orn is not an ticipa ted.

Lewis the XIVth, in par ticular, spread factitious manners, and
caught in a specious way, the whole nation in his toils; f or
establishing an ar tful chain o f despotism, he made i t the in ter est of
the people at lar ge, individuall y to r espect his station, and suppor t
his power. And women, whom he f latter ed by a puerile attention to
the whole se x, obtaine d in his r eign that princ e-lik e distinc tion so
fatal to r eason and vir tue.

A king is always a king, and a woman always a woman: (And a
wit, always a wit, mig ht be added; for the v ain fooleries of wits
and beauties to obtain a ttention, and mak e conquests, are much
upon a par.) his authori ty and her se x, ever stand be tween them and
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rational c onverse. With a lover, | grant she should be so, and her
sensibility will na tur ally lead her to ende avour to e xcite emotion,
not to gr atify her vanity but her he art. This | do not allo w to be
coquetry, it is the ar tless impulse o f natur e, | only exclaim against
the sexual desir e of conquest, when the he artis out o f the question.

This desir e is not c onfined to w omen; Ol have endeavour ed,O S§S
Lord Chesterfield, Oto gain the hearts of twenty women, whose
persons | would not ha ve given a fig forO The Ibertine who in a
gust of passion, tak es advantage of unsuspe cting tenderness, is a
saint when ¢ ompar ed wi th this ¢ old-he arted rascal; for | lik e to use
significant words. Yet only taught to ple ase, women ar e always on
the w atch to ple ase, and with true her oic ardour ende avour to gain
hearts mer ely to r esign, or spurn them, when the vic tory is decided,
and conspicuous.

I must desc end to the minutiae o f the subje ct.

I lament that women ar e systematic ally degraded by receiving the
trivial a ttentions, which men thinki t manly to pay to the se x, when,
in fact, they are insulting ly suppor ting their o wn superiori ty. It is
not c ondescension to bo w to an inf erior. So ludicr ous, in fact, do
these ceremonies appe ar to me, tha t | scarcely am able to governmy
muscles, when | se e a man start wi th e ager, and serious solici tude to
lift a handk erchief, or shut a door , when the L ADY could have done
it herself, had she onl y moved a pace or two.

A wild wish has just f lown fr om my heart to my head, and | will
not stif le it thoug h it may excite a horse laugh. | do earnestly wish
to see the distinc tion o f sex confounded in society, unless wher e
love animates the behaviour. For this distinc tion is, I am f irmly
persuaded, the foundation o f the w eakness of character ascri bed
to woman; is the ¢ ause why the understanding is neg lected, whilst
accomplishmen ts are acquired with sedulous care: and the same
cause accounts for their pr eferring the gr aceful before the her oic
virtues.

Mankind, including e very description, wish to be lo ved and
respected for SOMETHIN G; and the common her d will al ways take
the ne arest road to the ¢ ompletion o f their wishes. The r espect paid
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to wealth and be auty is the most ¢ ertain and une quivocal; and of
course, will al ways attr act the vulgar e ye of common minds. Abili ties
and vir tues are absolutel y necessary to r aise men fr om the middle

rank of lif e into notic e; and the natur al consequence is notorious,

the middle r ank contains most vir tue and abili ties. Men have thus,
in one station, at least, an oppor tuni ty of exerting themsel ves with
digni ty, and of rising b y the e xertions which r eally impr ove a rational
creatur e; but the whole f emale sex are, till their char acter is f ormed,
in the same c ondition as the rich: f or they are born, | no w speak
of a state of civiliza tion, wi th certain sexual privileg es, and whilst
they are gratui tously granted them, f ew will e ver think o f works of
supererogation, to obtain the este em of a small number o f superior

people.

When do w e hear of women, who star ting out o f obscuri ty, boldly
claim r espect on ac count of their gr eat abili ties or daring vir tues?
Where are they to be f ound? OTo be observed, to be attended to, to
be taken notic e of with sympathy, complacency, and appr obation,
are all the ad vantages which the y seekO Fue! my male readers will
probably exclaim; but le t them, bef ore they draw any conclusion,
recollect, that this w as not wri tten orig inally as descriptiv e of
women, but o f the rich. | n Dr. Smith@Theory of Moral Sentimen ts,
| have found a general character o f people of rank and fortune, tha t
in my opinion, mig ht wi th the gr eatest pr oprie ty be applied to the
female sex. | refer the sagacious r eader to the whole ¢ omparison;
but must be allo wed to quote a passage to enforce an argument
that | me an to insist on, as the one most ¢ onclusiv e against a sexual
character. For if, excepting w arriors, no gr eat men of any
denomina tion, ha ve ever appeared amongst the nobili ty, may it not
be fairly inferred, that their loc al situation sw allowed up the man,
and produced a character similar to tha t of women, who are
LOCALIZED, if | may be allowed the word, by the rank they are
placed in, by COURTESY? Women, commonl y called Ladies, are not
to be contradicted in company, are not allo wed to e xert any manual
strength; and fr om them the nega tive virtues only are expected,
when any virtues are expected, patienc e, docility, good-humour ,
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and flexibility; virtues inc ompatible with any vigorous exertion o f
intelle ct. Besides by living mor e with each other, and to being
seldom absolutel y alone, they are more under the inf luence of
sentimen ts than passions. Soli tude and r eflection ar e necessary to
give to wishes the f orce of passions, and enable the imag ination to
enlarge the object and mak e it the most desir able. The same may
be said of the rich; the y do not suf ficiently deal in general ideas,
collected by impassionate thinking, or ¢ alm investigation, to ac quire
that str ength of character, on which gr eat resolves are built. B ut
hear what an acute obser ver says of the gr eat.

ODo the great seem insensi ble of the e asy pric e at which the y may
acquir e the public admir ation ? or do the y seem to imag ine, that to
them, as to other men, i t must be the pur chase either o f sweat or o f
blood? By what impor tant accomplishmen ts is the y oung nobleman
instruc ted to suppor t the digni ty of his rank, and to r ender himself
worthy of that superiori ty over his fellow citizens, to which the
virtue of his ancestors had raised them? Is it by knowledge, by
industr y, by patienc e, by self-denial, or b y virtue of any kind? As all
his words, as all his motions ar e attended to, he le arns an habitual
regard for every circumstanc e of ordinary behaviour, and studies
to perf orm all those small duties wi th the most e xact pr opriety. As
he is conscious how much he is obser ved, and how much mankind
are disposed to favour all his inclina tions, he acts, upon the most
indif ferent oc casions, with that fr eedom and ele vation which the
thoug ht of this naturally inspires. His air, his manner, his
deportment all mar k that elegant and gr aceful sense of his own
superiori ty, which those who ar e born to an inf erior station ¢ an
hardly ever arriv e at. These are the arts by which he pr oposes to
make mankind mor e easily submit to his a uthori ty, and to govern
their inclina tions according to his o wn ple asure: and in this he
is seldom disappoin ted. These arts, suppor ted by rank and pre-
eminenc e, are, upon or dinary occasions, sufficient to g overn the
world. Lewis XIV. during the gr eater par t of his r eign, was regarded,
not onl y in France, but over all Europe, as the most perf ect model
of a great princ e. But what were the talen ts and vir tues, by which
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he acquired this gr eat reputation ? Was it by the scrupulous and
inflexible justic e of all his under takings, by the immense dang ers
and dif ficulties wi th which the y were attended, or by the un wearied
and unr elenting applic ation wi th which he pursue dthem ? Was itby
his extensiv e knowle dge, by his exquisite judgmen t, or b y his her oic
valour? It was by none of these quali ties. But he w as, first o f all, the
most po werful princ e in Europe, and consequently held the hig hest
rank among kings; and then, sa ys his historian, Ohe surpassed all
his courtiers in the gr acefulness of his shape, and the majestic
beauty of his featur es. The sound of his voice noble and af fecting,
gained those he arts which his pr esence intimida ted. He had a step
and a deportment, which ¢ ould suit only him and his r ank, and
which would have been ridiculous in an y other person. The
embarr assment which he oc casioned to those who spok e to him,
flattered that secret satisfaction with which he f elt his own
superiori ty® These frivlous accomplishmen ts, supported by his
rank, and, no doubt, too, b y a degree of other talen ts and vir tues,
which se ems, however, not to ha ve been much abo ve mediocri ty,
established this princ e in the este em of his own age, and have
drawn even from posteri ty, a good de al of respect for his memor y.
Compared with these, in his o wn times, and in his o wn pr esence,
no other vir tue, it seems, appeared to have any merit. Knowledge,
industr y, valour, and beneficence, trembling, w ere abashed, and lost
all digni ty before them.O

Woman, also, thus Oin herself complete,O ly possessing all these
FRIVOLOUS accomplishmen ts, so changes the natur e of things,

NOTha what she wills to do or sa y
Seems wisest, vir tuousest, discr eetest, best;
All hig her kno wledge in HER PRESENCE falls
Degraded. Wisdom in disc ourse wi th her
Loses discountenanc @, and lik e folly shows;
Authori ty and reason on her w ait.ON

And all this is built on her lo veliness!

In the middle r ank of life, to continue the ¢ omparison, men, in
their y outh, are prepared for professions, and marriag e is not
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consider ed as the grand featur e in their liv es; whilst w omen, on
the contrary, have no other scheme to sharpen their faculties. | t
is not business, e xtensiv e plans, or any of the excursive flights of
ambition, tha t engr oss their attention; no, their thoug hts are not
employed in r earing such noble struc tur es. To rise in the w orld, and
have the li berty of running fr om ple asure to ple asure, they must
marr y advantageously, and to this obje ct their time is sacrif iced, and
their persons o ften legall y prostitute d. A man, when he enters any
profession, has his eye steadily fixed on some futur e advantage (and
the mind gains gr eat str ength by having all its efforts dir ected to
one point) and, full of his business, ple asure is consider ed as mere
relaxation; whilst w omen seek for ple asure as the main purpose
of existenc e. In fact, from the e ducation which the y receive from
society, the lo ve of ple asure may be said to g overn them all; but does

this pr ove that ther e is a sex in souls? It would be just as r ational
to de clare, that the c ourtiers in F rance, when a destruc tive system
of despotism had f ormed their char acter, were not men, be cause
liberty, virtue, and humani ty, were sacrificed to ple asure and vanity.
Fatal passions, which ha ve ever domine ered over the WH OLE race!

The same love of pleasure, fostered by the whole tendenc y of
their e ducation, gives a trif ling turn to the ¢ onduct of women in
most cir cumstanc es: for instanc e, they are ever anxious about
secondary things; and on the w atch f or ad ventur es, instead of being
occupied by duties.

A man, when he under takes a journey, has, in general the end
in view; a woman thinks mor e of the inciden tal occurr ences, the
strange things tha t may possibly occur on the r oad; the impr ession
that she may make on her fellow tr avellers; and, above all, she is
anxiously intent on the ¢ are of the finery that she carries wi th her,
which is mor e than ever a part of herself, when g oing to f igure on
a new scene; when, to use an apt F rench turn o f expression, she is
going to pr oduce a sensation. Can digni ty of mind e xist wi th such
trivial c ares?

In short, women, in general, as well as the rich o f both se xes,
have acquir ed all the f ollies and vic es of civiliza tion, and misse d the
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useful frui t. It is not ne cessary for me always to pr emise, that |
speak of the c ondition o f the whole se x, leaving exceptions out o f
the question. Their senses ar e inflamed, and their understandings
neglected; consequently they become the pr ey of their senses,
delicately termed sensibility, and are blown about by every
momentary gust of feeling. They are, therefore, in a much w orse
condition than the y would be in, w ere they in a state nearer to
natur e. Ever restless and anxious, their o ver exercised sensibility
not onl y renders them unc omfortable themsel ves, but tr oublesome,
to use a soft phr ase, to others. All their thoug hts turn on things
calculated to e xcite emotion; and, f eeling, when the y should r eason,
their ¢ onduct is unstable, and their opinions ar e wavering, not the
wavering pr oduced by deliberation or pr ogressive views, but by
contradictor y emotions. By fits and star ts they are warm in many
pursui ts; yet this w armth, never concentrated into perse verance,
soon exhausts itself; exhaled by its own he at, or me eting wi th some
other f leeting passion, to which r eason has never given any specific
gravity, neutr ality ensues. Miserable, indeed, must be that being
whose cultiv ation o f mind has onl y tende d to inf lame its passions!
A distinc tion should be made be tween inf laming and str engthening
them. The passions thus pamper ed, whilst the judgmen t is left
unformed, what can be expected to ensue ? Undoubte dly, a mixtur e
of madness and folly!

This obser vation should not be ¢ onfined to the F AIR sex; however,
at pr esent, | only mean to apply it to them.

Novels, music, poetry and gallantry, all tend to mak e women the
creatur es of sensation, and their char acter is thus f ormed during
the time they are acquiring accomplishments, the only
impr ovement the y are excited, by their sta tion in socie ty, to acquir e.
This overstr etched sensibility natur ally relaxes the other po wers
of the mind, and pr events intelle ct fr om attaining tha t sovereignty
which it ought to attain, to r ender a rational cr eatur e useful to
others, and c ontent with its own station; f or the e xercise of the
understanding, as lif e advances, is the only method poin ted out by
natur e to calm the passions.
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Satiety has a very dif ferent effect, and | have often been forcibly
struck b y an emphatic al description o f damnation, when the spiri tis
represented as continuall y hovering wi th abor tive eagerness round
the def iled body, unable to en joy any thing wi thout the or gans of
sense. Yet, to their senses, ar e women made slaves, because itis by
their sensi bili ty that the y obtain pr esent power.

And will mor alists pr etend to asser t, that this is the ¢ ondition in
which one half o f the human r ace should be enc ouraged to r emain
with listless inac tivity and stupid ac quiescence? Kind instruc tors!
what were we created for? To remain, it may be said, innoc ent;
they mean in a state of childhood. W e might as well never have
been born, unless i t were necessary that we should be cr eated to
enable man to ac quire the noble privileg e of reason, the power
of discerning g ood fr om evil, whilst w e lie down in the dust fr om
whenc e we were taken, never to rise again.

It would be an endless task to tr ace the variety of meannesses,
cares, and sorrows, into which w omen ar e plung ed by the pr evailing
opinion, tha t the y were created rather to f eel than r eason, and that
all the po wer they obtain, must be obtaine d by their charms and
weakness;

Ofhe by defect, and amiabl y weak!O

And, made by this amiable w eakness entirely dependent,
excepting what they gain by illicit sway, on man, not onl y for
protection, but ad vice, is it surprising tha t, neglecting the duties
that reason alone poin ts out, and shrinking fr om trials ¢ alculated
to str engthen their minds, the y only exert themsel ves to give their
defects a graceful covering, which ma y serve to heig hten their
charms in the e ye of the v oluptuar y, thoug h it sink them belo w the
scale of mor al excellence?

Fragile in every sense of the w ord, they are obliged to look up
to man for every comfort. In the most trif ling dangers they cling
to their suppor t, with par asitical tenacity, piteously demanding
succour; and their NA TURAL protector e xtends his arm, or lif ts up
his voice, to guard the lo vely trembler Nfrom what? Perhaps the
frown of an old cow, or the jump o f a mouse; a rat, would be a
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serious danger. In the name o f reason, and even common sense,
what can save such beings fr om contempt; e ven thoug h the y be soft
and fair?

These fears, when not af fected, may be very pretty; but the y shew
a degree of imbecility, that degr ades a rational cr eatur e in a way
women are not aware ofNfor love and esteem are very distinc t
things.

| am fully persuaded, that we should hear of none of these
infantine airs, if g irls were allowed to tak e sufficient exercise and
not c onfined in close r ooms till their muscles ar e relaxed and their
powers of digestion destr oyed. To carry the r emark still fur ther,
if fear in girls, instead of being cherishe d, perhaps, created, were
tr eated in the same manner as ¢ owardice in boys, we should quickl y
see women wi th mor e dignif ied aspects. It is true, the y could not
then wi th equal propriety be terme d the sw eet flowers that smile
in the w alk of man; but the y would be mor e respectable members
of society, and dischar ge the impor tant duties o f lif e by the lig ht of
their o wn r eason. OEduate women lik e men,0O sgs Rousseau, Gand
the mor e they resemble our se x the less po wer will the y have over
usO This is the very point | aim at. | do not wish them to ha ve power
over men; but o ver themsel ves.

In the same str ain have | heard men ar gue against instruc ting the
poor; f or many are the forms tha t aristocr acy assumes. (Qeach them
to r ead and wri te,O sg they, @nd you tak e them out o f the station
assigned them by natur eO An eloquert Frenchman, has answered
them; | will borr ow his sentimen ts. But the y know not, when the y
make man a brute, tha t the y may expect every instant to se e him
transforme d into a ferocious be ast. Without kno wledge ther e can be
no mor ality!

Ignor ance is a frail base for vir tue! Yet, thatitis the c ondition f or
which w oman w as organized, has been insiste d upon by the wri ters
who have most vehemently argued in favour of the superiori ty of
man; a superiori ty not in degr ee, but essence; thoug h, to soften the
argument, the y have labour ed to pr ove, with chiv alrous generosity,
that the se xes ought not to be ¢ ompar ed; man was made to r eason,
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woman to f eel: and that tog ether, flesh and spiri t, they make the
most perf ect whole, b y blending happil y reason and sensibility into
one char acter.

And what is sensibility? @uickness of sensation; quickness o f
perception; delic acyO Thus is t defined by Dr. Johnson; and the
definition gives me no other ide a than of the most e xquisitely
polishe d instinc t. | disc ern not a tr ace of the imag e of God in ei ther
sensation or ma tter. Refined seventy times seven, they are still
material; in telle ct dwells not ther e; nor will f ire ever make lead gold!

I come round to m y old argument; if w oman be allowed to have
an immor tal soul, she must ha ve as the employment of life, an
understanding to impr ove. And when, to r ender the pr esent state
mor e comple te, thoug h every thing pr oves it to be but a fr action o f
a mighty sum, she is inci ted by present gr atif ication to f orget her
grand destination. N atur e is counter acted, or she was born only to
procreate and r ot. Or, granting brutes, o f every description, a soul,
thoug h not a r easonable one, the e xercise of instinc t and sensi bili ty
may be the step, which the y are to tak e, in this lif e, towards the
attainmen t of reason in the ne xt; so that thr ough all eterni ty they
will lag behind man, who, wh y we cannot tell, had the po wer given
him of attaining r eason in his first mode o f existenc e.

When | tr eat of the pe culiar duties o f women, as | should tr eat of
the pe culiar duties o facitizen or father, it will be f ound tha t | do not
mean to insinua te, that the y should be tak en out o f their families,
speaking of the majori ty. Ok that hath wif e and childr en,0 sgs Lord
Bacon, Ohah given hostages to fortune; for the y are impediments
to gr eat enterprises, ei ther o f vir tue or mischief. Cer tainly the best
works, and of greatest meri t for the public, ha ve proceeded from
the unmarrie d or childless men. O | sg the same of women. But,
the welfare of society is not built on e xtr aordinary exertions; and
were it mor e reasonably organized, ther e would be still less ne ed
of great abili ties, or her oic vir tues. In the r egulation o f a family,
in the e ducation o f childr en, understanding, in an unsophistic ated
sense, is particular ly requir ed: strength both o f body and mind; y et
the men who, b y their wri tings, have most earnestly labour ed to
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domestic ate women, have endeavour ed by arguments dic tated by a
gross appetite, that satiety had render ed fastidious, to w eaken their
bodies and cr amp their minds. B ut, if e ven by these sinister me thods
they really PERSUADED women, by working on their f eelings, to stay
at home, and fulf il the duties o f a mother and mistr ess of a family, |
should c autious! y oppose opinions tha tled women to rig ht conduct,
by prevailing on them to mak e the dischar ge of a duty the business
of lif e, thoug h reason were insulte d. Yet, and | appe al to e xperienc e,
if by neglecting the understanding the y are as much, nay, more
attached from these domestic duties, than the y could be by the
most serious in telle ctual pursui t, thoug h it may be observed, that
the mass of mankind will ne ver vigorously pursue an in telle ctual
object, | may be allowed to inf er, that r eason is absolutel y necessary
to enable a w oman to perf orm any duty properly, and | must again
repeat, that sensibility is not r eason.

The comparison wi th the rich still oc curs to me; f or, when men
neglect the duties o f humani ty, women will do the same; a ¢ ommon
stream hurries them both along wi th thoug htless celerity. Riches
and honours pr event a man fr om enlar ging his understanding, and
enervate all his po wers, by reversing the or der of natur e, which has
ever made true ple asure the r eward of labour . PleasureNener vating
pleasure is, likewise, wi thin w oman® reach without e arning i t. But,
till her editary possessions are spread abroad, how can we expect
men to be pr oud of virtue? And, till the y are, women will g overn
them by the most dir ect means, neglecting their dull domestic
duties, to ¢ atch the ple asure that is on the wing o ftime.

Orhe power of women,O sgs some author, Ois her sensbility;O
and men not a ware of the c onsequence, do all they can to make
this po wer swallow up every other. Those who constantly employ
their sensi bility will ha ve most: for example; poets, painters, and
composers. Yet, when the sensi bility is thus incr eased at the
expense of reason, and even the imag ination, wh y do philosophic al
men complain of their f ickleness? The sexual attention of man
particular ly acts on female sensibility, and this sympa thy has been
exercised from their y outh up. A husband c annot long pay those
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attentions wi th the passion ne cessary to e xcite liv ely emotions, and
the heart, accustome d to liv ely emotions, turns to a ne w lover, or
pines in secret, the pr ey of virtue or prudenc e. | mean when the
heart has really been rendered susceptible, and the taste f ormed,;
for | am apt to c onclude, fr om what | have seen in fashionable
life, that vanity is oftener f oster ed than sensi bility by the mode o f
education, and the in tercourse between the sexes, which | have
reprobated; and that coquetry more frequently proceeds from
vanity than fr om that inc onstancy, which o verstr ained sensibility
natur ally produces.

Another ar gument that has had a great weight with me, must,
| think, ha ve some force with every consider ate benevolent heart.
Girls, who have been thus w eakly educated, are often cruell y left by
their par ents wi thout an y provision; and, o f course, are dependent
on, not onl y the r eason, but the boun ty of their br others. These
brothers ar e, to view the fair est side of the question, g ood sort of
men, and give as a favour, what childr en of the same par ents had
an equal rig ht to. I n this e quivocal humilia ting situation, a docile
female may remain some time, wi th a toler able degree of comfort.
But, when the br other marries, a pr obable cir cumstanc e, from being
consider ed as the mistr ess of the famil y, she is viewed with averted
looks as an intruder , an unnecessary bur den on the bene volence of
the master o f the house, and his ne w partner.

Who can recount the miser y, which many unfortunate beings,
whose minds and bodies ar e equally weak, suffer in such
situationsNunable to w ork and ashamed to beg ? The wife, a cold-
hearted, narrow-minde d woman, and this is not an unfair
supposition; f or the pr esent mode o f education does not tend to
enlar ge the he art any mor e than the understanding, is je alous of the
little kindness which her husband sho ws to his r elations; and her
sensibility not rising to humani ty, she is displeased at seeing the
property of HER childr en lavished on an helpless sister .

These are matters of fact, which ha ve come under m y eye again
and again. The consequence is obvious, the wif e has recourse to
cunning to undermine the habi tual affection, which she is afr aid
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openly to oppose; and nei ther te ars nor c aresses are spared till
the spy is worked out of her home, and thr own on the w orld,
unprepared for its difficulties; or sent, as a great effort of
generosity, or fr om some r egard to pr oprie ty, with a small stipend,
and an uncultiv ated mind in to joyless solitude.

These two women may be much upon a par , with respect to
reason and humanity; and changing situations, mig ht have acted
just the same self ish part; but had the y been differently educated,
the case would also have been very different. The wif e would not
have had that sensibility, of which self is the ¢ entre, and reason
mig ht have taught her not to e xpect, and not e ven to be f lattered
by the af fection o f her husband, if i t led him to viola te prior duties.
She would wish not to lo ve him, mer ely because he loved her, but
on account of his vir tues; and the sister mig ht have been able to
struggle for herself, inste ad of eating the bitter bread of
dependenc e.

I am, indeed, persuaded that the heart, as well as the
understanding, is opene d by cultiv ation; and by, which may not
appear so clear, strengthening the or gans; | am not no w talking o f
momen tary flashes of sensibili ty, but of affections. And, per haps, in
the education o f both se xes, the most dif ficult task is so to adjust
instruc tion as not to narr ow the understanding, whilst the he art is
warmed by the generous juices of spring, just r aised by the ele ctric
fermentation o f the season; nor to dr y up the f eelings by emplo ying
the mind in in vestigations r emote fr om lif e.

With r espect to w omen, when the y receive a careful education,
they are either made f ine ladies, brimful o f sensibility, and teeming
with capricious fancies; or mer e notable women. The latter are
often friendl y, honest cr eatur es, and have a shrewd kind o f good
sense joined with worldly prudenc e, that often r ender them mor e
useful members o f society than the f ine sentimen tal lady, thoug h
they possess neither gr eatness of mind nor taste. The in telle ctual
world is shut against them; tak e them out o f their famil y or
neighbour hood, and they stand still; the mind f inding no
employment, for li ter atur e affords a fund o f amusement, which the y
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have never sought to relish, but fr equently to despise. The
sentimen ts and taste o f mor e cultivated minds appe ar ridiculous,
even in those whom chanc e and famil y connexions have led them to
love; but in mer e acquaintance they think i t all af fectation.

A man of sense can only love such a woman on account of her
sex, and respect her, because she is a trusty servant. He lets her,
to pr eserve his own peace, scold the ser vants, and go to chur ch
in clothes made o f the very best materials. A man o f her own size
of understanding w ould, pr obably, not agree so well with her; f or
he mig ht wish to encr oach on her pr erogative, and manage some
domestic c oncerns himself. Y et women, whose minds ar e not
enlarged by cultiv ation, or the na tural selfishness of sensibility
expanded by reflection, ar e very unfit to manag e a family; for by
an undue str etch of power, they are always tyrannizing to suppor t
a superiori ty that only rests on the arbi trary distinc tion o f fortune.
The evil is sometimes mor e serious, and domestics ar e deprived
of innoc ent indulg ences, and made to w ork beyond their str ength,
in or der to enable the notable w oman to k eep a better table, and
outshine her neig hbours in f inery and parade. If she attend to her
childr en, it is, in general, to dr ess them in a costly manner Nand,
whether, this attention arises fr om vanity or fondness, it is equally
pernicious.

Besides, how many women of this description pass their da ys, or,
at le ast their e venings, disc ontentedly. Their husbands ackno wledge
that the y are good managers, and chaste wiv es; but leave home to
seek for mor e agreeable, may | be allowed to use a signif icant French
word, piquant society; and the patient drudg e, who fulf ils her task,
like a blind horse in a mill, is defr auded of her just r eward; for the
wages due to her ar e the caresses of her husband; and w omen who
have so few resources in themsel ves, do not v ery patiently bear this
priv ation o f a natur al rig ht.

A fine lady, on the contrary, has been taught to look do wn wi th
contempt on the vulgar emplo yments of life; thoug h she has only
been inci ted to ac quir e accomplishmen ts that rise a degr ee above
sense; for even corpor eal accomplishmen ts cannot be ac quir ed with
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any degree of precision, unless the understanding has be en
strengthene d by exercise. Without a f oundation o f principles taste

is superficial; and gr ace must arise fr om something de eper than
imi tation. The imag ination, ho wever, is heated, and the feelings
rendered fastidious, if not sophistic ated; or, a counterpoise o f
judgment is not ac quired, when the he art still r emains artless,
thoug h it becomes too tender .

These women ar e often amiable; and their he arts are really more
sensible to g eneral benevolence, more alive to the sen timen ts that
civiliz e life, than the squar e elbowed famil y drudg e; but, wanting a
due proportion o f reflection and self -government, the y only inspir e
love; and are the mistr esses of their husbands, whilst the y have
any hold on their af fections; and the pla tonic friends o f his male
acquaintance. These are the fair def ects in natur e; the women who
appear to be cr eated not to en joy the f ellowship o f man, but to sa ve
him fr om sinking in to absolute brutali ty, by rubbing o ff the r ough
angles of his char acter; and b y playful dallianc e to give some digni ty
to the appe tite that dr aws him to them. Gr acious Creator o f the
whole human r ace! hast thou cr eated such a being as w oman, who
can trace thy wisdom in th y works, and feel that thou alone ar t
by thy natur e, exalted above herNfor no be tter purpose ? Can she
believe that she was only made to submi t to man her e qual; a being,
who, lik e her, was sent into the w orld to ac quire virtue? Can she
consent to be oc cupied merely to ple ase him; merely to adorn the
earth, when her soul is ¢ apable of rising to the e? And can she rest
supinely dependent on man f or r eason, when she oug ht to moun t
with him the ar duous ste eps of knowledge?

Yet, if lo ve be the supr eme good, let women be only educated
to inspir e it, and let every charm be polishe d to intoxicate the
senses; but, if they are moral beings, let them ha ve a chance to
become intellig ent; and le t lo ve to man be onl y a part of that glowing
flame of univ ersal love, which, af ter encir cling humani ty, mounts in
grateful inc ense to God.

To fulfil domestic duties much r esolution is ne cessary, and a
serious kind o f perse verance that r equir es a more firm suppor t than
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emotions, ho wever lively and true to na ture. To give an example
of order, the soul of virtue, some austeri ty of behaviour must be
adopte d, scarcely to be e xpected fr om a being who, fr omits infanc y,
has been made the w eather cock of its own sensations. W hoever
rationall y means to be useful, must ha ve a plan of conduct; and,
in the dischar ge of the simplest dut y, we are often oblig ed to act
contrary to the pr esent impulse o f tenderness or ¢ ompassion.
Severity is frequently the most c ertain, as well as the most sublime
proof of affection; and the w ant of this po wer over the f eelings,
and of that lofty, dignif ied affection, which mak es a person pr efer
the futur e good of the belo ved object to a pr esent gr atif ication, is
the r eason why so many fond mothers spoil their childr en, and has
made it questionable, whe ther neg ligence or indulg ence is most
hur tful: but | am incline d to think, tha t the la tter has done most
harm.

Mankind se em to agr ee, that childr en should be lef t under the
management of women during their childhood. N ow, from all the
observation tha t | have been able to mak e, women of sensibility are
the most unf it for this task, be cause they will infalli bly, carrie d away
by their f eelings, spoil a child0s temper. The management of the
temper , the first and most impor tant br anch of education, r equir es
the sober ste ady eye of reason; a plan of conduct equally distant
from tyranny and indulg ence; yet these are the extremes that
people of sensibility alternately fall into; always shooting be yond
the mar k. | have followed this tr ain of reasoning much fur ther, till
| have conclude d, that a person of genius is the most impr oper
person to be emplo yed in education, public or priv ate. Minds o f
this r are species see things too much in masses, and seldom, if
ever, have a good temper . That habi tual che erfulness, terme d good
humour , is, perhaps, as seldom united with gr eat mental powers, as
with str ong feelings. And those pe ople who f ollow, with in ter est and
admir ation, the f lights of genius; or, with c ooler appr obation suck
in the instruc tion, which has be en elaborately prepared for them
by the pr ofound think er, ought not to be disguste d, if the y find the
former choleric, and the la tter mor ose; because liveliness of fancy,
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and a tenacious ¢ ompr ehension of mind, ar e scarcely compatible
with tha t plian t urbani ty which le ads a man, at least to bend to the
opinions and pr ejudices of others, inste ad of roughly confr onting
them.

But, tr eating o f education or manners, minds o f a superior class
are not to be c onsider ed, they may be left to chanc e; it is the
multi tude, wi th moder ate abili ties, who c all for instruc tion, and
catch the ¢ olour o f the atmospher e they breathe. This r espectable
concourse, | contend, men and w omen, should not ha ve their
sensations heig htened in the hot-be d of luxurious indolenc e, at the
expence of their understanding; f or, unless ther e be a ballast of
understanding, the y will ne ver become either vir tuous or fr ee: an
aristocr acy, founde d on pr operty, or ster ling talen ts, will e ver sweep
before it, the alterna tely timid and f erocious slaves of feeling.

Number less are the arguments, to tak e another view of the
subject, br ought forward with a show of reason; because supposed
to be deduced from nature, that men have used morally and
physically to degr ade the sex. | must notic e a few.

The female understanding has o ften been spoken of with
contempt, as arriving sooner a t maturi ty than the male. | shall not
answer this ar gument by alluding to the e arly proofs of reason, as
well as genius, in Cowley, Milton, and P ope, (Many other names
mig ht be added.) but onl y appeal to e xperienc e to de cide whe ther
young men, who ar e early intr oduced into company (and examples
now abound) do not ac quir e the same pr ecocity. So notorious is this
fact, that the bar e mentioning o f it must bring bef ore people, who
at all mix in the w orld, the ide a of a number o f swaggering apes
of men whose understandings ar e narrowed by being br ought in to
the socie ty of men when the y ought to ha ve been spinning a top or
twir ling a hoop.

It has also been asserted, by some natur alists, that men do not
attain their full gr owth and str ength till thir ty; but that women
arriv e at maturi ty by twenty. | apprehend that the y reason on false
ground, led astray by the male pr ejudice, which de ems beauty the
perfection o f womanNmer e beauty of featur es and comple xion, the
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vulgar acceptation o f the w orld, whilst male be auty is allowed to
have some connexion wi th the mind. S trength of body, and that
character of countenanc e, which the F rench term a ph ysionomie,
women do not ac quir e before thir ty, any mor e than men. The |i ttle
artless tricks o f childr en, it is true, ar e particular ly pleasing and
attr activ e; yet, when the pr etty fr eshness of youth is w orn o ff, these
artless graces become studie d airs, and disgust e very person o f
taste. In the countenance of girls we only look for vivacity and
bashful modest y; but, the springtide o f lif e over, we look f or sober er
sense in the fac e, and for tr aces of passion, inste ad of the dimples o f
animal spiri ts; expecting to se e individuali ty of char acter, the only
fastener o f the af fections. W e then wish to ¢ onverse, not to f ondle;
to give scope to our imag inations, as w ell as to the sensations o f our
hearts.

At twenty the beauty of both se xes is equal; but the li bertinism
of man leads him to mak e the distinc tion, and super annuated
coquettes are commonl y of the same opinion; f or when the y can no
longer inspir e love, they pay for the vig our and viv acity of youth.
The French who admi t mor e of mind in to their notions o f beauty,
give the preference to women of thir ty. | mean to say, that they
allow women to be in their most perf ect state, when viv acity gives
place to r eason, and to tha t majestic seriousness o f char acter, which
marks maturi ty; or, the resting poin t. In youth, till t wenty the bod y
shoots out; till thir ty the solids ar e attaining a degr ee of density; and
the f lexible muscles, gr owing dail y mor e rigid, give character to the
countenanc e; that is, the y tr ace the oper ations o f the mind wi th the
iron pen of fate, and tell us not onl y what powers are within, but
how the y have been emplo yed.

Itis pr oper to obser ve, that animals who arriv e slowly at maturi ty,
are the longest lived, and of the noblest spe cies. Men cannot,
however, claim any natural superiori ty from the grandeur of
longevity; for in this r espect natur e has not distinguishe d the male.

Polygamy is another ph ysical degradation; and a pla usible
argument for a custom, tha t blasts e very domestic vir tue, is dr awn
from the w ell-attested fact, that in the c ountries wher e it is
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established, more females are born than males. This appe ars to
be an indic ation o f nature, and to nature apparently reasonable
speculations must yield. A fur ther c onclusion ob viously presents
itself; if pol ygamy be necessary, woman must be inf erior to man, and
made for him.

With r espect to the f ormation o f the f oetus in the w omb, we are
very ignor ant; but i t appears to me pr obable, that an accidental
physical cause may account for this phenomenon, and pr ove it not
to be a law of natur e. | have met wi th some per tinen t obser vations
on the subje ct in Forster® Account of the I sles of the South Sea,
that will e xplain my meaning. After obser ving that of the t wo sexes
amongst animals, the most vig orous and hot test c onsti tution al ways
prevails, and produces its kind; he adds,NOIf this be applie d to the
inhabi tants of Afric a, it is evident that the men ther e, accustome d
to polygamy, are enervated by the use of so many women, and
ther efore less vigorous; the w omen on the ¢ ontr ary, are of a hot ter
consti tution, not onl y on account of their mor e irri table ner ves,
mor e sensitive organization, and mor e lively fancy; but lik ewise
because they are deprived in their ma trimon y of that share of
physical love which in a monogamous ¢ ondi tion, w ould all be theirs;
and thus f or the abo ve reasons, the generality of childr en are born
femalesO

Oh the gr eater part of Europe it has been proved by the most
accur ate lists o f mor tality, that the pr oportion o f men to w omen is
nearly equal, or, if any difference takes place, the males born ar e
mor e numer ous, in the pr opor tion o f 105 to 1000

The necessity of pol ygamy, ther efore, does not appe ar; yet when a
man seduces a woman, it should | think, be terme d a LEFT-HAND ED
marriag e, and the man should be LEGALL Y obliged to main tain the
woman and her childr en, unless adulter y, a natur al divorcement,
abrogated the law. And this law should r emain in f orce as long as
the w eakness of women caused the w ord seduction to be use d as an
excuse for their fr ailty and want of principle; na y, while the y depend
on man for a subsistenc e, instead of earning it by the exercise of
their o wn hands or he ads. But these w omen should not in the full
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meaning of the r elationship, be terme d wiv es, or the very purpose
of marriag e would be sub verted, and all those ende aring chari ties
that flow fr om personal f idelity, and give a sanctity to the tie, when

neither lo ve nor friendship uni tes the hearts, would melt in to
selfishness. The woman who is fai thful to the fa ther o f her childr en
demands respect, and should not be tr eated like a prostitute;
thoug h | readily grant, that if i t be ne cessary for a man and w oman
to live together in or der to bring up their o ffspring, natur e never
intende d that a man should ha ve mor e than one wif e.

Still, hig hly as | respect marriag e, as the foundation o f almost
every social vir tue, | c annot avoid f eeling the most liv ely compassion
for those unf ortunate females who ar e broken off fr om society, and
by one err or torn fr om all those af fections and r elationships tha t
impr ove the heart and mind. | t does not fr equently even deserve
the name of error; for many innoc ent girls become the dupes o f a
sincere affectionate heart, and still mor e are, as it may emphatic ally
be terme d, RUINED before they know the dif ference between vir tue
and vice: and thus pr epared by their e ducation f or infamy, they
become infamous. Asylums and Magdalens are not the pr oper
remedies for these abuses. It is justic e, not chari ty, that is w anting
in the w orld!

A woman who has lost her honour , imagines that she cannot fall
lower, and as for recovering her f ormer sta tion, it is impossi ble;
no exertion ¢ an wash this stain away. Losing thus e very spur, and
having no other me ans of suppor t, pr ostitution be comes her only
refuge, and the char acter is quickl y depr aved by cir cumstanc es over
which the poor wr etch has li ttle power, unless she possesses an
uncommon por tion o f sense and loftiness of spiri t. Necessity never
makes prostitution the business o f men® lives; though number less
are the women who ar e thus r endered systematic ally vicious. This,
however, arises, in a great degree, from the state of idleness in
which w omen are educated, who ar e always taught to look up to
man for a main tenanc e, and to c onsider their persons as the pr oper
return f or his e xertions to suppor t them. M eretricious airs, and the
whole scienc e of wantonness, has then a mor e powerful stimulus
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than either appe tite or v anity; and this r emark gives force to the
prevailing opinion, tha t with chasti ty all is lost tha t is r espectable
in woman. Her char acter depends on the obser vance of one vir tue,
thoug h the only passion fostered in her he artNis lo ve. Nay the
honour o f a woman is not made e ven to depend on her will.

When Richar dson makes Clarissa tell Lo velace that he had r obbed
her of her honour , he must have had strange notions o f honour and
virtue. For, miserable beyond all names o f misery is the ¢ ondition
of a being, who c ould be degr aded without i ts own consent! This
excess of stric thess | have heard vindic ated as a salutary error. |
shall answer in the w ords of LeibnitzNCErrors are often useful; but
itis commonl y to r emedy other err ors.O

Most of the e vils of lif e arise from a desir e of present enjoyment
that outruns i tself. The obedience required of women in the
marriag e state, comes under this description; the mind, na tur ally
weakened by depending on a uthori ty, never exerts its own powers,
and the obe dient wif e is thus r ender ed a weak indolen t mother . Or,
supposing tha t this is not al ways the consequence, a futur e state of
existenc e is scarcely taken into the r eckoning when onl y negative
virtues are cultiv ated. For in tr eating o f mor als, particular ly when
women are alluded to, wri ters have too often consider ed vir tue
in a very limited sense, and made the foundation of it SOLELY
worldly utili ty; nay, a still mor e fragile base has been given to this
stupendous fabric, and the w ayward fluctuating f eelings of men
have been made the standar d of vir tue. Yes, virtue as well as religion,
has been subjected to the de cisions of taste.

It would almost pr ovoke a smile of contempt, if the v ain
absurdities of man did not strik e us on all sides, to obser ve, how
eager men are to degrade the sex from whom the y pretend to
receive the chief ple asure of life; and | have frequently, with full
conviction, r etor ted Pope® sarcasm on them; or , to speak explici tly,
it has appeared to me applic able to the whole human r ace. A love
of pleasure or sway seems to divide mankind, and the husband
who lor ds it in his li ttle har em, thinks onl y of his ple asure or his
convenience. To such lengths, inde ed, does an intemper ate love
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of pleasure carry some pruden t men, or w orn out li bertines, who
marry to have a safe companion, tha t the y seduce their o wn wiv es.
Hymen banishes modest y, and chaste love takes its flig ht.

Love, consider ed as an animal appetite, cannot long f eed on itself
without e xpiring. And this e xtinc tion, in i ts own flame, may be
terme d the violen t death of love. But the wif e who has thus be en
rendered lic entious, will pr obably endeavour to f ill the v oid left by
the loss of her husband attentions; for she cannot c ontentedly
become merely an upper ser vant after having been treated like
a goddess. She is still handsome, and, inste ad of tr ansferring her
fondness to her childr en, she only dreams of enjoying the sunshine
of life. Besides, there are many husbands so devoid of sense and
parental affection, tha t during the f irst ef fervescence of voluptuous
fondness, they refuse to let their wiv es suckle their childr en. They
are only to dr ess and live to ple ase them: and love, even innoc ent
love, soon sinks into lasciviousness when the e xercise of a duty is
sacrificed to its indulg ence.

Personal attachment is a very happy foundation f or friendship;
yet, when e ven two vir tuous y oung pe ople marr vy, it would, per haps,
be happy if some cir cumstanc e checked their passion; if the
recollection o f some prior a ttachment, or disappoin ted affection,
made it on one side, at least, rather a match f ounded on esteem. In
that case they would look be yond the pr esent moment, and tr y to
render the whole o f lif e respectable, by forming a plan to r egulate a
friendship which onl y death oug ht to dissol ve.

Friendship is a serious af fection; the most sublime o f all
affections, be cause it is founded on principle, and ¢ emented by
time. The v ery reverse may be said of love. In a great degr ee, love
and friendship ¢ annot subsist in the same bosom; e ven when
inspir ed by different objects they weaken or destr oy each other,
and for the same obje ct can only be felt in suc cession. The vain
fears and fond jealousies, the winds which fan the f lame of love,
when judiciousl! y or ar tfull y temper ed, are both inc ompatible with
the tender ¢ onfidenc e and sincere respect of friendship.

Love, such as the glowing pen o f genius has tr aced, exists not on
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earth, or onl y resides in those e xalted, fervid imag inations tha t have
sketched such dangerous pictur es. Dangerous, because they not
only afford a plausible excuse to the v oluptuar y, who disguises she er
sensuality under a sentimen tal veil; but as the y spread affectation,
and tak e from the digni ty of vir tue. Virtue, as the very word impor ts,
should have an appearance of seriousness, if not a usterity; and to
endeavour to trick her out in the garb o f pleasure, because the
epithet has been used as another name f or beauty, is to exalt her on

a quicksand; a most insidious a ttempt to hasten her fallb y apparent
respect. Virtue, and ple asure are not, in fact, so nearly allied in
this lif e as some eloquent wri ters have labour ed to pr ove. Pleasure
prepares the fading wr eath, and mix es the intoxicating cup; but the

frui t which vir tue gives, is the recompence of toil: and, gr adually
seen as it ripens, onl y affords calm satisfac tion; nay, appearing to be
the r esult of the natur al tendenc y of things, i t is scarcely observed.
Bread, the common f ood of life, seldom thoug ht of as a blessing,
suppor ts the c onsti tution, and pr eserves health; still f easts delig ht
the heart of man, thoug h disease and even death lur k in the cup

or dainty that elevates the spiri ts or tickles the pala te. The lively
heated imagination in the same st yle, draws the pic tur e of love, as
it dr aws every other pic tur e, with those g lowing c olours, which the

daring hand will ste al from the r ainbow that is dir ected by a mind,
condemne d, in aworld lik e this, to pr ove its noble orig in, by panting
after una ttainable perf ection; e ver pursuing wha t it ackno wledges
to be a fleeting dr eam. An imagination o f this vig orous cast can
give existenc e to insubstan tial f orms, and stabili ty to the shado wy
reveries which the mind na tur ally falls in to when r ealities ar e found
vapid. It can then depic t love with celestial charms, and dote on

the grand ideal object; it can imagine a degree of mutual af fection
that shall r efine the soul, and not e xpire when it has served as a
Qcale to he avenly;O and, lile devotion, mak e it absorb e very meaner
affection and desir e. In each other(s arms, as in a temple, wi th
its summit lost in the clouds, the w orld is to be shut out, and

every thoug ht and wish, tha t do not nur ture pure affection and

permanent vir tue. Permanent vir tue! alas! Rousseau, respectable
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visionar y! thy paradise would soon be viola ted by the entrance of
some unexpected guest. Lik e Milton &, it would onl y contain ang els,
or men sunk belo w the digni ty of rational cr eatur es. Happiness is
not material, it cannot be seen or felt! Yet the e ager pursuit of
the good which e very one shapes to his o wn fancy, proclaims man
the lor d of this lo wer world, and to be an in tellig ential cr eatur e,
who is not to r eceive, but acquir e happiness. They, ther efore, who
complain o f the delusions o f passion, do not r ecollect thatthey are
exclaiming

against a strong pr oof of the immor tality of the soul.

But, le aving superior minds to ¢ orr ect themsel ves, and pay dearly
for their e xperienc e, it is ne cessary to obser ve, that it is not against
strong, persevering passions; but r omantic, w avering f eelings, that |
wish to guar d the female heart by exercising the understanding; f or
these par adisiacal reveries ar e oftener the ef fect of idleness than o f
a lively fancy.

Women have seldom sufficient serious emplo yment to silenc e
their f eelings; a round of little cares, or vain pursui ts, frittering
away all strength of mind and or gans, they become natur ally only
objects of sense. In short, the whole tenor o f female education (the
education o f society) tends to r ender the best dispose d, romantic
and inconstant; and the r emainder v ain and me an. In the pr esent
state of society, this evil can scarcely be remedied, | am afr aid, in the
slightest degr ee; should a mor e laudable ambi tion e ver gain gr ound,
they may be brought ne arer to na tur e and reason, and become mor e
vir tuous and useful as the y grow mor e respectable.

But | will v entur e to assert, that their r eason will ne ver acquire
sufficient strength to enable it to r egulate their ¢ onduct, whilst
the making an appe arance in the world is the first wish o f the
majori ty of mankind. T o this w eak wish the na tur al affections and
the most useful vir tues are sacrificed. Girls marry merely to BETTER
THEMSELVES, to borr ow a signif icant vulgar phr ase, and have such
perfect power over their he arts as not to permi t themsel ves to FALL
IN LOVE till a man wi th a superior f ortune o ffers. On this subje ct |
mean to enlar ge in a futur e chapter; i tis only necessary to dr op a
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hint at pr esent, because women ar e so often degr aded by suffering
the selfish prudenc e of age to chill the ar dour o f youth.

>Fom the same sour ce flows an opinion tha t young girls ought
to dedicate great part of their time to ne edle work; yet, this
employment contracts their faculties mor e than any other that
could have been chosen for them, b y confining their thoug hts to
their persons. M en order their clothes to be made, and ha ve done
with the subje ct; women make their o wn clothes, ne cessary or
ornamental, and are continuall y talking about them; and their
thoug hts follow their hands. |t is not inde ed the making o f
necessaries that weakens the mind; but the fripper vy of dress. For
when a woman in the lo wer rank of life makes her husband® and
childr en® clothes, she does her dut v, this is par t of her business; but
when women work only to dr ess better than the y could other wise
afford, it is worse than sheer loss of time. To render the poor
virtuous, the y must be emplo yed, and women in the middle r ank of
life did the y not ape the fashions o f the nobili ty, without ¢ atching
their e ase, might emplo y them, whilst the y themsel ves managed
their families, instruc ted their childr en, and exercised their o wn
minds. Gardening, experimen tal philosoph y, and liter atur e, would
afford them subje cts to think o f, and matter f or conversation, tha t
in some degree would exercise their understandings. The
conversation o f French women, who ar e not so rig idly nailed to their
chairs, to t wist lappe ts, and knot ri bbands, is fr equently superficial;
but, | contend, that it is not half so insipid as tha t of those Eng lish
women, whose time is spen tin making ¢ aps, bonnets, and the whole
mischief o f trimmings, not to men tion shopping, bar gain-hun ting,
etc. etc.: and it is the de cent, prudent women, who ar e most
degraded by these pr actic es; for their motiv e is simply vanity. The
wanton, who e xercises her taste to r ender her person alluring, has
something mor e in view.

These observations all br anch out o f a general one, which | ha ve
before made, and which ¢ annot be too o ften insiste d upon, for,
speaking of men, women, or pr ofessions, it will be f ound, that the
employment of the thoug hts shapes the char acter both g enerally
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and individuall y. The thoug hts of women ever hover around their

persons, and is it surprising tha t their persons ar e reckoned most
valuable? Yet some degr ee of liberty of mind is ne cessary even to
form the person; and this ma y be one reason why some gentle wiv es
have so few attractions beside tha t of sex. Add to this, se dentary
employments render the majori ty of women sickl y, and false notions

of female excellenc e make them pr oud of this delic acy, thoug h it be
another f etter, that by calling the a ttention c ontinuall y to the bod v,
cramps the activi ty of the mind.

Women of quality seldom do any of the manual par t of their
dress, consequently only their taste is e xercised, and they acquire,
by thinking less o f the finery, when the business o f their toile t is
over, that ease, which seldom appe ars in the depor tmentofwomen,
who dr ess merely for the sak e of dressing. In fact, the obser vation
with r espect to the middle r ank, the one in which talen ts thriv e best,
extends not to w omen; for those o f the superior class, b y catching,
at least a smattering o f liter atur e, and conversing mor e with men,
on general topics, ac quire more knowledge than the w omen who
ape their fashions and fa ults wi thout sharing their ad vantages. With
respect to vir tue, to use the w ord in a compr ehensive sense, | have
seen most in lo w lif e. Many poor w omen main tain their childr en
by the sweat of their br ow, and keep together families tha t the
vices of the fa thers w ould have scatter ed abroad; but g entlewomen
are too indolen t to be actively virtuous, and ar e softened rather
than r efined by civiliza tion. | ndeed the good sense which | ha ve
met wi th among the poor w omen who have had few advantages
of education, and y et have acted heroically, strongly confirme d me
in the opinion, tha t trif ling emplo yments have rendered women a
trif ler. Men, taking her (O take her bodyD sgs Ranger.) body, the
mind is lef t to rust; so tha t while ph ysical love enervates man, as
being his fa vouri te r ecreation, he will ende avour to ensla ve woman:
and who c an tell ho w many generations may be necessary to give
vigour to the vir tue and talen ts of the fr eed posterity of abject
slaves? (Oposing tha t women ar e voluntary slavesNslavery of any
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kind is unfa vour able to human happiness and
impr ovement.ONGox® Essays)

In tr acing the c auses that in m y opinion, ha ve degraded woman, |
have confined my observations to such as univ ersally act upon the
mor als and manners o f the whole se x, and to me i t appears clear,
that the y all spring fr om want of understanding. W hether this arises
from a physical or accidental w eakness of faculties, time alone ¢ an
determine; f or | shall not la y any great str ess upon the e xample
of a few women (Sappho, Eloisa, Mrs. Mac aulay, the Empr ess of
Russia, Madame d@&on, etc. These, and man y mor e, may be reckoned
exceptions; and, ar e not all her oes, as well as heroines, exceptions
to general rules? | wish to se e women nei ther her oines nor brutes;
but r easonable creatur es.) who, from having r eceived a masculine
education, have acquired courage and resolution; | onl y contend
that the men who ha ve been placed in similar si tuations have
acquir ed a similar char acter, | speak of bodies o f men, and tha t men
of genius and talen ts have started out o f a class, in which w omen
have never yet been placed.
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Chapter 5. Animadversions
on Some of the mters Who
Have Rendeed Women
Objects of PityBodering on
Contempt

The opinions spe ciously suppor ted, in some modern public ations on
the female character, and education, which ha ve given the tone to
most of the obser vations made, in a mor e cursory manner, on the
sex, remain now to be e xamined.

SECTION 5.1.

| shall begin wi th Rousseau, and give a sketch of the char acter of
women in his o wn w ords, interspersing c omments and r eflections.
My comments, it is true, will all spring fr om a few simple principles,
and mig ht have been deduced fr om what | have already said; but the
artif icial struc tur e has been raised with so much ing enuity, that it
seems necessary to attack it in a mor e circumstan tial manner , and
make the applic ation m yself.

Sophia, says Rousseau, should be as perf ect a woman as Emilius is
aman, and to r ender her so, i tis ne cessary to e xamine the char acter
which na tur e has given to the se x.

He then pr oceeds to pr ove, that women oug ht to be w eak and
passive, because she has less bodily strength than man; and fr om
hence infers, that she was formed to ple ase and to be subject to
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him; and that it is her dut y to r ender herself A GREEARE to her
master Nthis being the gr and end of her existenc e.

Supposing w omen to ha ve been formed only to ple ase, and be
subject to man, the ¢ onclusion is just, she oug ht to sacrif ice every
other ¢ onsider ation to r ender herself agr eeable to him: and le t this
brutal desir e of self-pr eservation be the gr and spring o f all her
actions, when i tis pr oved to be the ir on bed of fate, to f it which, her
character should be str etched or c ontr acted, regardless of all mor al
or physical distinc tions. But if, as | think ma y be demonstr ated,
the purposes o f even this lif e, viewing the whole, ar e subverted by
practic al rules built upon this ignoble base, | ma vy be allowed to
doubt whe ther w oman was created for man: and thoug h the cry
of irr eligion, or e ven atheism be r aised against me, | will simpl y
declare, that were an angel from heaven to tell me tha t Moses®
beautiful, poe tic al cosmogony, and the account of the fall o f man,
were liter ally true, | ¢ ould not belie ve what my reason told me w as
derogator y to the char acter of the Supreme Being: and, having no
fear of the de vil before mine eyes, | ventur e to call this a sugg estion
of reason, inste ad of resting my weakness on the br oad shoulders o f
the first seducer of my frail sex.

Ot being onc e demonstr ated,0 ontinues Rousseau, Otha man and
woman are not, nor oug ht to be, c onstitute d alike in temper ament
and char acter, it follows of course, that the y should not be e ducated
in the same manner . In pursuing the dir ections of nature, they
ought inde ed to act in concert, but the y should not be engag ed
in the same emplo yments: the end o f their pursui ts should be the
same, but the me ans they should tak e to accomplish them, and,
of consequence, their tastes and inclina tions should be dif ferent.O
(Rousseau® OEmilius®olume 3 page 176.)

GBirls are from their e arliest infanc y fond of dress. Not content
with being pr etty, they are desirous of being thoug ht so; we see,
by all their li ttle airs, that this thoug ht engages their attention;
and they are hardly capable of understanding wha t is said to them,
before they are to be governed by talking to them o f what people
will think o ftheir beha viour . The same motiv e, however, indiscr eetly
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made use of wi th boys, has not the same ef fect: provided they are let
to pursue their amusemen ts at ple asure, they care very little what
people think o f them. Time and pains ar e necessary to subje ct boys
to this motiv e.

QVhencesoever girls deriv e this first lesson i tis a very good one.
As the body is born, in a manner bef ore the soul, our f irst c oncern
should be to cultiv ate the f ormer; this or der is common to both
sexes, but the obje ct of that cultiv ation is dif ferent. In the one se x
it is the de velopement of corpor eal powers; in the other , that of
personal charms: not tha t either the quali ty of strength or be auty
ought to be c onfined exclusively to one se x; but onl y that the or der
of the cultiv ation of both is in tha t respect reversed. Women
certainly requir e as much str ength as to enable them to mo ve and
act gracefully, and men as much addr ess as to qualify them to ac t
with easeO

Kok ok ok k ok ok ok kK ok ok ok K

Cchildren of both sexes have a great many amusements in
common; and so the y ought; have they not also many such when
they are grown up ? Each sex has also its pe culiar taste to distinguish
in this par ticular . Boys love sports of noise and activi ty; to be at the
drum, to whip the top, and to dr ag about their li ttle carts: girls, on
the other hand, ar e fonder of things o f show and ornamen t; such
as mirr ors, trink ets, and dolls; the doll is the pe culiar amusemen t of
the f emales; from whenc e we see their taste plainl y adapted to their
destination. The ph ysical part of the ar t of pleasing lies in dr ess; and
this is all which childr en are capacitated to cultiv ate of that art.0

Kok ok kK Kk ok ok kK Kk

Okere then w e see a primar y propensity firml y establishe d, which
you need only to pursue and r egulate. The little creature will
doubtless be very desirous to know how to dr ess up her doll, to
make its sleeve knots, i ts flounc es, its head dress, etc., she is oblig ed
to have so much recourse to the pe ople about her, for their
assistance in these ar ticles, that it would be much mor e agreeable
to her to o we them all to her o wn industr y. Hence we have a good
reason for the first lessons which ar e usually taught these y oung
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females: in which w e do not appe ar to be setting them a task, but

obliging them, b y instruc ting them in wha t is imme diately useful to
themsel ves. And, in fact, almost all o f them le arn wi th r eluctance
to read and wri te; but v ery readily apply themsel ves to the use of
their ne edles. They imagine themsel ves already grown up, and think

with ple asure that such qualif ications will enable them to de corate
themsel vesO

This is certainly only an education o f the bod y; but Rousseau is
not the onl y man who has indir ectly said that mer ely the person o fa
young woman, wi thout an y mind, unless animal spiri ts come under
that description, is v ery pleasing. To render it weak, and what some
may call beautiful, the understanding is neg lected, and girls forced
to sit still, pla y with dolls, and listen to f oolish c onversations; the
effect of habitis insiste d upon as an undoubte d indic ation o f natur e.
I know it was Rousseau® opinion tha t the f irst y ears of youth should
be employed to form the bod y, though in educating Emilius he
deviates fr om this plan; y et the dif ference between str engthening
the body, on which str ength of mind in a gr eat measure depends,
and only giving i t an easy motion, is v ery wide.

Rousseau® observations, it is pr oper to r emark, were made in a
country wher e the art of pleasing was refined only to extr act the
grossness of vice. He did not g o back to na tur e, or his ruling appe tite
disturbe d the oper ations o f reason, else he would not ha ve drawn
these crude inf erences.

In France, boys and girls, particular ly the latter, are only educated
to ple ase, to manage their persons, and r egulate their e xterior
behaviour; and their minds ar e corrupte d at a very early age, by
the worldly and pious c autions the y receive, to guard them against
immodest y. | speak of past times. The v ery confessions which mer e
childr en are obliged to mak e, and the questions ask ed by the holy
men | assert these facts on good authori ty, were sufficient to
impr ess a sexual character; and the e ducation of society was a
school of coquetry and art. At the ag e of ten or ele ven; nay, often
much sooner, girls began to coquet, and talk ed, unreproved, of
establishing themsel ves in the world by marriag e.
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In short, they were made women, almost fr om their v ery bir th,
and complimen ts were listened to inste ad of instruc tion. These,
weakening the mind, N atur e was supposed to have acted lik e a step-
mother , when she formed this af ter -thoug ht of cr eation.

Not allo wing them understanding, ho wever, it was but consistent
to subje ct them to a uthori ty, independen t of reason; and to pr epare
them f or this subje ction, he g ives the following ad vice:

@Birls ought to be ac tive and dilig ent; nor is tha t all; the y should
also be early subjected to r estraint. This misf ortune, if i t really be
one, is insepar able from their se x; nor do the y ever thr ow it off but
to suf fer mor e cruel e vils. They must be subje ct, all their liv es, to the
most c onstant and severe restraint, which is tha t of decorum:itis,
ther efore, necessary to ac custom them e arly to such c onfinement,
that it may not afterward cost them too de ar; and to the
suppr ession of their ¢ apric es, that the y may the mor e readily submit
tothe willo fothers. | f,inde ed, they are fond of being al ways at w ork,
they should be sometimes compelled to lay it aside. Dissipation,
levity, and inconstancy, are faults tha t r eadily spring up fr om their
first pr opensities, when c orrupte d or per verted by too much
indulg ence. To prevent this abuse, w e should le arn them, abo ve all
things, to lay a due restraint on themsel ves. The life of a modest
woman is reduced, by our absurd institutions, to a perpe tual
conflict wi th herself: not buti tis just tha t this se x should par take of
the suf ferings which arise fr om those e vils it hath c aused us.O

And why is the lif e of a modest woman a perpetual conflict?
| should answ er, that this v ery system of education mak es it so.
Modesty, temper ance, and self-denial, ar e the sober o ffspring o f
reason; but when sensi bility is nurtured at the expense of the
understanding, such w eak beings must be r estrained by arbitrary
means, and be subjected to continual c onflicts; but give their
activi ty of mind a wider r ange, and nobler passions and motiv es will
govern their appe tites and sentimen ts.

Orhe common attachment and regard of a mother, nay, mere
habit, will mak e her beloved by her childr en, if she does nothing
to incur their ha te. Even the r estraint she lays them under , if well
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directed, will incr ease their affection, inste ad of lessening it;
because a state of dependenc e being natural to the sex, they
perceive themsel ves forme d for obe dienceO

This is begging the question; f or servitude not onl y debases the
individual, but i ts effects seem to be tr ansmitted to posteri ty.
Considering the length o f time tha t women have been dependent,
is it surprising tha t some of them hug their chains, and fa wn lik e
the spaniel? OThese dogs,0 obsewves a natur alist, Cat first k ept their
ears erect; but custom has superse ded natur e, and a token of fear is
become a beautyO

OBr the same r easonO adds Russeau, Ovomen have or oug ht
to have, but little liberty; they are apt to indulg e themselves
excessively in what is allowed them. Addic ted in every thing to
extr emes, they are even mor e transported at their div ersions than
boysO

The answer to this is v ery simple. Slaves and mobs have always
indulg ed themsel ves in the same e xcesses, when once they broke
loose fr om authori ty. The bent bow recoils wi th violenc e, when the
hand is suddenl y relaxed that forcibly held it: and sensibility, the
plaything o f out ward cir cumstanc es, must be subje cted to authori ty,
or moder ated by reason.

Ohere results,0 he ontinues, Ofrom this habi tual restraint, a
tr actableness which the w omen have occasion for during their
whole liv es, as they constantly remain either under subje ction to
the men, or to the opinions o f mankind; and ar e never permi tted to
set themsel ves above those opinions. The f irst and most impor tant
qualification in a w oman is good-na tur e or sweetness of temper;
formed to obey a being so imperf ect as man, often full o f vices,
and always full o f faults, she oug ht to le arn betimes e ven to suf fer
injustice, and to bear the insults o f a husband wi thout ¢ omplain t;
it is not f or his sake, but her own, that she should be o f a mild
disposition. The per verseness and ill-na tur e of the women only
serve to aggravate their o wn misf ortunes, and the misc onduct of
their husbands; the y might plainl y perceive that such ar e not the
arms by which the y gain the superiori tyO
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Formed to liv e with such an imperf ect being as man, the y ought
to learn from the exercise of their faculties the ne cessity of
forbearance; but all the sacr ed rig hts of humani ty are violated by
insisting on blind obe dience; or, the most sacr ed rig hts belong
ONLY to man.

The being who patiently endures injustice, and silently bears
insults, will soon be come unjust, or unable to disc ern rig ht from
wrong. Besides, | deny the fact, this is not the true w ay to form or
melior ate the temper; f or, as a sex, men have better tempers than
women, because they are occupied by pursuits that interest the
head as well as the heart; and the ste adiness of the he ad gives a
healthy temper atur e to the he art. People of sensibility have seldom
good tempers. The f ormation o f the temper is the ¢ ool work of
reason, when, as life advances, she mixes with happy art, jarring
elements. | never knew a weak or ignor ant person who had a g ood
temper , thoug h that consti tutional g ood humour , and that docili ty,
which f ear stamps on the beha viour, often obtains the name. | sa y
behaviour, for genuine me ekness never r eached the he art or mind,
unless as the effect of reflection; and, tha t simple r estraint pr oduces
a number o f peccant humours in domestic lif e, many sensible men
will allo w, who find some of these gentle irri table cr eatur es, very
tr oublesome c ompanions.

OEach s&,0 he futher ar gues, Ghould pr eserve its peculiar tone
and manner: a me ek husband may make a wife imper tinent; but
mildness o f disposi tion on the w oman® side will al ways bring a man
back to r eason, at least if he be not absolutel y a brute, and will
sooner or la ter triumph o ver him. O Tue, the mildness o f reason; but
abject fear always inspir es contempt; and te ars are only eloquent
when the y flow down fair che eks.

Of what materials c an that heart be composed, which ¢ an melt
when insulte d, and inste ad of revolting at injustice, kiss the rod?
Is it unfair to inf er, that her vir tue is built on narr ow views and
selfishness, who can caress a man, with true f eminine so ftness,
the very moment when he tr eats her t yrannically? Natur e never
dictated such insinc erity; and thoug h prudenc e of this sort be
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terme d a virtue, mor ality becomes vague when any part is suppose d
tor est on falsehood. These ar e mere expedients, and expedients are
only useful f or the momen t.

Let the husband be ware of trusting too implici tly to this ser vile
obedience; for if his wif e can with winning sw eetness caress him
when angr y, and when she oug ht to be angr y, unless contempt had
stif led a natur al effervescence, she may do the same af ter par ting
with a lover. These are all preparations f or adulter y; or, should the
fear of the world, or of hell, r estrain her desir e of pleasing other
men, when she ¢ an no long er please her husband, what substi tute
can be found by a being who w as only formed by natur e and art
to ple ase man? what can make her amends for this priv ation, or
wher e is she to seek for a fr esh employment? wher e find suf ficient
strength o f mind to de termine to beg in the se arch, when her habi ts
are fixed, and vanity has long rule d her chaotic mind?

But this par tial mor alist r ecommends cunning systema tic ally and
plausibly.

O[aughters should be al ways submissiv e; their mothers, ho wever,
should not be ine xorable. To make a young person tr actable, she
ought not to be made unhapp y; to mak e her modest she oug ht not
to be r endered stupid. On the ¢ ontrary, | should not be disple ased
at her being permi tted to use some ar t, not to elude punishmen tin
case of disobedience, but to e xempt herself fr om the ne cessity of
obeying. It is not ne cessary to mak e her dependenc e burdensome,
but onl y to let her f eel it. Subtilt y is a talent natur al to the se x; and
as | am persuaded, all our na tur al inclina tions ar e right and good in
themsel ves, | am of opinion this should be cultiv ated as well as the
others: i tis requisite for us only to pr event its abuse.O

QVhatever is, is rig ht,0 he then proceeds triumphan tly to inf er.
Granted; yet, perhaps, no aphorism e ver contained a more
paradoxical assertion. It is a solemn truth wi th respect to God.
He, reverentially | speak, sees the whole at once, and saw its just
propor tions in the w omb of time; but man, who ¢ an only inspect
disjointed parts, finds many things wr ong; and it is a part of the
system, and ther efore rig ht, that he should ende avour to alter wha t
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appears to him to be so, e ven while he bo ws to the wisdom o f his
Creator, and respects the dar kness he labours to disperse.

The inference that follows is just, supposing the principle to be
sound: OThe superiori ty of address, peculiar to the f emale sex, is
a very equitable indemnif ication for their inf eriori ty in point of
strength: wi thout this, w oman w ould not be the ¢ ompanion o f man;
but his slave: it is by her superiour ar t and ing enuity that she
preserves her equality, and governs him while she af fects to obey.
Woman has every thing against her , as well our fa ults as her own
timidi ty and weakness: she has nothing in her fa vour, but her
subtilt y and her be auty. Is it not v ery reasonable, ther efore, she
should cultiv ate both 20 Geatness of mind ¢ an never dwell with
cunning or addr ess; for | shall not bogg le about w ords, when their
dir ect signif ication is insinc erity and falsehood; but ¢ ontent myself
with obser ving, that if any class of mankind be so cr eated that it
must ne cessarily be educated by rules, not stric tly deducible from
truth, vir tue is an af fair o f convention. H ow could Rousseau dare to
assert, after giving this ad vice, that in the gr and end of existenc e,
the object of both se xes should be the same, when he w ell knew,
that the mind f ormed by its pursui ts, is expanded by great views
swallowing up li ttle ones, or tha tit becomes itself li ttle ?

Men have superiour str ength o f body; but w ere it not f or mistak en
notions o f beauty, women w ould ac quir e sufficient to enable them
to earn their o wn subsistenc e, the true def inition o f independenc e;
and to bear those bodil y inconveniences and exertions that are
requisite to str engthen the mind.

Let us then, by being allo wed to tak e the same exercise as boys,
not onl y during infanc y, but y outh, arriv e at perf ection o f body, that
we may know how far the na tur al superiori ty of man extends. For
what reason or vir tue can be expected from a creatur e when the
seed-time o f life is neglected? NoneNdid not the winds o f heaven
casually scatter man y useful seeds in the fallo w ground.

OBeauty cannot be ac quir ed by dress, and coquetr y is an art not so
early and speedily attained. While girls are yet young, however, they
are in a capacity to stud y agreeable gestur e, a pleasing modula tion
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of voice, an easy carriage and behaviour; as well as to tak e the
advantage of gracefully adapting their looks and a ttitudes to time,
place, and occasion. Their applic ation, ther efore, should not be
solely confined to the ar ts of industr y and the ne edle, when the y
come to displa y other talen ts, whose utili ty is alr eady apparent.O Qi
my part | w ould have a young Englishwoman cultiv ate her agr eeable
talents, in or der to ple ase her futur e husband, with as much c are
and assiduity as a young Cir cassian cultiv ates her®, to fit her f or the
Haram of an Eastern bashaw O

To render women completely insignificant, he adds,NOThe
tongues o f women ar e very voluble; the y speak earlier, more readily,
and mor e agreeably than the men; the y are accused also of speaking
much mor e: but so it ought to be, and | should be v ery ready to
convert this r eproach into a complimen t; their lips and e yes have
the same activi ty, and for the same r eason. A man speaks of what he
knows, a woman of what ple ases her; the one r equir es knowledge,
the other taste; the principal obje ct of a man® discourse should be
what is useful, tha t of a woman® what is agreeable. There ought
to be nothing in ¢ ommon be tween their dif ferent conversation but
truth. ©

We ought not, ther efore, to restrain the pr attle of girls, in the
same manner as we should that of boys, with tha t severe question,
@o what purpose ar e you talking ?0 but g another , which is no less
dif ficult to answ er, Oldw will y our disc ourse be r eceived?drl infanc Y,
while the y are as yet inc apable to disc ern good fr om evil, the y oug ht
to obser ve it as a law, never to say any thing disagr eeable to those
whom the y are speaking to: wha t will r ender the pr actic e of this rule
also the mor e difficult, is, tha t it must e ver be subor dinate to the
former, of never speaking falsely or telling an un truth. O B govern
the tongue in this manner must r equir e great addr ess indeed; and
it is too much pr actised both by men and women. Out of the
abundance of the he art how few speak! So few, that |, who lo ve
simplici ty, would g ladly give up poli teness for a quar ter o f the vir tue
that has been sacrificed to an equivocal quality, which, at best,
should onl y be the polish o f vir tue.
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But to ¢ omple te the sk etch. Ot is easy to be conceived, that if male
childr en be not in a c apacity to form any true notions o f religion,
those ide as must be gr eatly above the conception o f the f emales: it
is for this v ery reason, | would begin to spe ak to them the e arlier
on this subje ct; for if w e were to wait till the y were in a capacity
to discuss me thodic ally such pr ofound questions, w e should run a
risk of never speaking to them on this subje ct as long as they lived.
Reason in women is a pr actic al reason, capacitating them ar tfull y
to disc over the me ans of attaining a kno wn end, but which w ould
never enable them to disc over that end i tself. The social r elations o f
the sexes are indeed trul y admir able: from their union ther e results
a mor al person, of which w oman may be terme d the eyes, and man
the hand, wi th this dependenc e on each other, that it is fr om the
man that the w oman is to le arn what she is to se e, and it is of the
woman that man is to le arn what he oug ht to do. | f woman could
recur to the f irst principles o f things as w ell as man, and man w as
capacitated to enter in to their minutae as w ell as woman, always
independen t of each other , they would liv e in perpe tual disc ord, and
their union ¢ ould not subsist. B ut in the pr esent harmon y which
natur ally subsists between them, their dif ferent faculties tend to
one common end; i t is dif ficult to sa y which o f them c onduc es the
most to i t: each follows the impulse o f the other; e ach is obedient,
and both ar e masters.0

(s the conduct of a woman is subser vient to the public opinion,
her faith in matters of religion, should f or that very reason, be
subject to authori ty. Oery daughter oug ht to be of the same
religion as her mother , and every wif e to be of the same r eligion as
her husband: f or, thoug h such r eligion should be false, tha t docili ty
which induc es the mother and da ughter to submi t to the or der
of natur e, takes away, in the sig ht of God, the criminali ty of their
error@1 As they are not in a c apacity to judg e for themsel ves, they

1.What is to be the ¢ onsequence, if the mother's and
husband's opinion should chanc e not to agr ee? An
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ought to abide b y the decision of their fa thers and husbands as
confidently as by that of the chur ch.O

(s authori ty ought to r egulate the r eligion of the w omen, it is not
so needful to e xplain to them the r easons for their belief, as to la y
down pr ecisely the tene ts they are to belie ve: for the cr eed, which
presents only obscur e ideas to the mind, is the sour ce of fanaticism;
and that which pr esents absurdities, leads to inf ideli ty O

Absolute, uncontroverted authori ty, it seems, must subsist
somewher e: but is not this a dir ect and exclusive appropriation
of reason? The RIGHTS of humanity have been thus confined to
the male line fr om Adam downwards. Rousseau would carry his
male aristocr acy still fur ther, for he insinua tes, that he should not
blame those, who ¢ ontend f or le aving woman in a state of the most
profound ignor ance, if it were not ne cessary, in order to pr eserve
her chasti ty, and justif y the man ® choice in the e yes of the w orld,
to give her a little kno wledge of men, and the customs pr oduced by
human passions; else she mig ht pr opagate at home wi thout being
rendered less voluptuous and innoc ent by the exercise of her
understanding: e xcepting, inde ed, during the f irsty ear of marriag e,
when she mig ht employ it to dr ess, like Sophia. OHer dress is
extr emely modest in appe arance, and yet very coquettish in fac t:
she does not mak e a display of her charms, she c onceals them;
but, in ¢ oncealing them, she kno ws how to af fect your imag ination.
Every one who sees her, will say, There is a modest and discr eet
girl; but while y ou are near her, your eyes and affections w ander all
over her person, so tha t you cannot wi thdr aw them; and y ou would

ignor ant person ¢ annot be r easoned out o f an err or, and
when persuade d to give up one pr ejudic e for another the
mind is unse ttled. Indeed, the husband may not have any
religion to te ach her thoug h in such a situation she will
be in great want of a support to her vir tue, independen t
of worldly consider ations.
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conclude tha t every part of her dr ess, simple as it seems, was only
put in i ts proper or der to be tak en to pie ces by the imag ination.O
Is this modest y? Is this a pr eparation f or immor tality? Again. What
opinion ar e we to form of a system of education, when the a uthor
says of his heroine, Otha with her, doing things w ell is but a
SECONDARY concern; her principal ¢ oncern is to do them NEA TLYO

Secondary, in fact, are all her vir tues and quali ties, for, respecting
religion, he makes her parents thus addr ess her, accustomed to
submissionNOYour husband will instruc t you in good time. O

After thus cr amping a w oman® mind, if, in or der to k eep it fair,
he has not made it quite a blank, he advises her to r eflect, that a
reflecting man may not yawn in her c ompany, when he is tir ed of
caressing her. What has she to r eflect about, who must obe y? and
would it not be a r efinement on cruelt y only to open her mind to
make the dar kness and misery of her fate VISIBLE? Yet these ar e
his sensible remarks; how consistent wi th what | have already been
obliged to quote, to g ive a fair view of the subje ct, the r eader may
determine.

Orhey who pass their whole liv es in working f or their dail y bread,
have no ide as beyond their business or their in terest, and all their
understanding se ems to lie in their f ingers® ends. This ignoance
is neither pr ejudicial to their in tegri ty nor their mor als; it is often
of service to them. Some times, by means of reflection, w e are led
to compound wi th our dut y, and we conclude, by substituting a
jargon of words, in the r oom of things. Our o wn conscience is the
most enlig htened philosopher . There is no need of being ac quainted
with Tully® offices, to make a man of probity: and perhaps the
most vir tuous woman in the w orld is the le ast acquainted with
the definition of virtue. But it is no less true, than an impr oved
understanding onl y can render society agreeable; and it is a
melanchol y thing f or a father o f a family, who is fond of home, to
be oblig ed to be al ways wrapped up in himself, and to ha ve nobody
about him to whom he ¢ an impar t his sentimen ts.

OBesides, hav should a w oman void of reflection be c apable of
educating her childr en? How should she disc ern what is pr oper
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for them ? How should she incline them to those vir tues she is
unacquainted with, or to tha t meri t of which she has no ide a? She
can only sooth or chide them; r ender them insolen tor timid; she will
make them f ormal c oxcombs, or ignor ant blockhe ads; but will ne ver
make them sensi ble or amiable. O tw inde ed should she, when her
husband is not al ways at hand to lend her his r eason Nwhen the y
both tog ether mak e but one mor al being ? A blind will, Oeyes without
hands,0 vould go a very little way; and perchance his abstract
reason, that should c oncentrate the scattered beams of her
practic al reason, may be emplo yed in judg ing of the f lavour o f wine,
discanting on the sa uces most pr oper f or tur tle; or, mor e profoundly
intent at a card-table, he ma y be generalizing his ide as as he bets
away his fortune, leaving all the minutiae o f education to his
helpmate or chanc e.

But, granting that woman oug ht to be be autiful, innoc ent, and
silly, to render her a mor e alluring and indulg ent companionN what
is her understanding sacrif iced for? And why is all this pr eparation
necessary only, according to R ousseau® own account, to mak e her
the mistr ess of her husband, a v ery short time ? For no man e ver
insisted more on the tr ansient nature of love. Thus speaks the
philosopher . OSensual plasures are transient. The habi tual state of
the affections al ways loses by their gr atif ication. The imag ination,
which de cks the obje ct of our desir es, is lost in frui tion. Ex cepting
the Supreme Being, who is self -existent, ther e is nothing be autiful
but wha t is ide alO

But he r eturns to his unin tellig ible paradoxes again, when he thus
addresses Sophia. OEmilius, in becoming y our husband, is be come
your master , and claims y our obe dienc e. Such is the or der of natur e.
When a man is marrie d, however, to such a wif e as Sophia, it is
proper he should be dir ected by her: this is also agr eeable to the
order of natur e: it is, ther efore, to give you as much authori ty over
his heart as his sex gives him over your person, tha t | have made
you the arbi ter of his ple asures. It may cost you, perhaps, some
disagreeable self-denial; buty ou will be ¢ ertain o f main taining y our
empir e over him, if y ou can preserve it over yourself; what | have
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already observed, also shows me, that this dif ficult a ttempt does not
surpass your c our age.

Would you have your hushand c onstantly at your feet? keep
him at some distanc e from your person. Y ou will long main tain the
authori ty of love, if you know but ho w to r ender y our favours r are
and valuable. It is thus y ou may employ even the ar ts of coquetry in
the service of vir tue, and those o f love in that of reasonO

I shall close my extr acts with a just description o f a comfortable
couple. And yet you must not imag ine, that even such management
will al ways suffice. Whatever pr ecaution be tak en, enjoyment will,
by degrees, take off the e dge of passion. But when lo ve hath laste d
as long as possible, a pleasing habitude supplies i ts place, and the
attachment of a mutual ¢ onfidence succeeds to the tr ansports of
passion. Childr en often form a mor e agreeable and permanen t
connexion be tween marrie d people than e ven love itself. W hen you
cease to be the mistr ess of Emilius, y ou will c ontinue to be his
wif e and friend; y ou will be the mother o f his childr en.O (Russeau®
Emilius.)

Children, he truly observes, form a much mor e permanent
connexion between marrie d people than lo ve. Beauty he declares
will not be v alued, or even seen, after a c ouple have lived six mon ths
together; ar tif icial gr aces and coquetry will lik ewise pall on the
senses: why then does he say, that a girl should be e ducated for her
husband wi th the same c are as for an eastern har am?

I now appeal from the r everies of fancy and r efined lic entiousness
to the g ood sense of mankind, whe ther, if the obje ct of education
be to pr epare women to be come chaste wiv es and sensible mothers,
the me thod so pla usibly recommende d in the f oregoing sketch, be
the one best c alculated to pr oduce those ends? Will it be allowed
that the sur est way to mak e a wife chaste, is to te ach her to pr actise
the wanton arts of a mistr ess, termed virtuous coquetry by the
sensualist who ¢ an no long er relish the ar tless charms o f sincerity,
or taste the ple asure arising from a tender in timacy, when
confidence is unche cked by suspicion, and r endered inter esting by
sense?
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The man who c an be contented to live with a pretty useful
companion wi thout a mind, has lost in v oluptuous gr atif ications
a taste for mor e refined enjoyments; he has never felt the c alm
satisfac tion tha t r efreshes the parched heart, lik e the silent dew of
heavenNo f being belo ved by one who ¢ ould understand him. | n the
society of his wif e he is still alone, unless when the man is sunk in
the brute. OThe charm o flif eO sgs a grave philosophic al reasoner, is
Gympathy; nothing ple ases us more than to obser ve in other men a
fellow-f eeling wi th all the emotions o f our o wn br eastO

But, according to the tenor o f reasoning by which w omen are
kept fr om the tr ee of knowledge, the impor tant years of youth,
the usefulness o f age, and the rational hopes o f futuri ty, are all
to be sacrif iced, to r ender woman an object of desire for a short
time. Besides, how could Rousseau expect them to be vir tuous and
constant when r eason is neither allo wed to be the f oundation o f
their vir tue, nor truth the obje ct of their inquiries?

But all Rousseau® errors in r easoning ar ose from sensibility, and
sensibility to their charms w omen are very ready to forgive! When
he should have reasoned he became impassioned, and reflection
inf lamed his imag ination, inste ad of enlig htening his understanding.
Even his vir tues also led him far ther astr ay; for, born wi th a warm
consti tution and liv ely fancy, natur e carrie d him to ward the other
sex wi th such e ager fondness, that he soon be came lascivious. H ad
he given way to these desir es, the fire would have extinguishe d itself
in a natur al manner, but vir tue, and a romantic kind o f delic acy,
made him pr actise self-denial; y et, when f ear, delicacy, or vir tue
restrained him, he deba uched his imag ination; and r eflecting on the
sensations to which fanc y gave force, he traced them in the most
glowing c olours, and sunk them de ep into his soul.

He then soug ht for soli tude, not to sle ep with the man o f natur e;
or calmly investigate the c auses of things under the shade wher e
Sir I saac Newton indulg ed contemplation, but mer ely to indulg e his
feelings. And so warmly has he painted what he forcibly felt, that,
inter esting the he art and inf laming the imag ination o f his r eaders;
in pr opor tion to the str ength o f their fanc y, they imagine that their
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understanding is ¢ onvinced, when they only sympathize with a
poetic wri ter, who skilfull y exhibits the objects of sense, most
voluptuousl y shadowed, or gracefully veiled; and thus making us
feel, whilst dr eaming tha t we reason, erroneous conclusions ar e left
in the mind.

Why was Rousseau® life divide d between ecstasy and miser y? Can
any other answ er be given than this, tha t the ef fervescence of his
imagination pr oduc ed both; but, had his fanc y been allowed to ¢ ool,
it is possible that he mig ht have acquired mor e strength of mind.
Still, if the purpose o f life be to educate the in tellectual part of
man, all wi th r espect to him w as right; yet, had not de ath led to a
nobler sc ene of action, it is pr obable that he would have enjoyed
mor e equal happiness on e arth, and have felt the ¢ alm sensations
of the man o f natur e, instead of being pr epared for another stag e
of existenc e by nourishing the passions which ag itate the civiliz ed
man.

But pe ace to his manes! | w ar not wi th his ashes, but his opinions.
| war only with the sensi bility that led him to degr ade woman by
making her the sla ve of love.

E.@urs@ vassalage,

First idoliz&d till lo ve® hot fire be 06r,
Then slaves to those who ¢ ourted us beforeO
Dryden.

The pernicious tendenc y of those books, in which the wri ters
insidiousl y degrade the sex, whilst the y are prostrate before their
personal charms, ¢ annot be too o ften or too se verely exposed.

Let us, my dear contempor aries, arise above such narr ow
prejudices! If wisdom is desir able on its own account, if vir tue, to
deserve the name, must be f ounde d on kno wledge; let us ende avour
to str engthen our minds b y reflection, till our he ads become a
balance for our he arts; let us not ¢ onfine all our thoug hts to the
petty occurr ences of the day, nor our kno wledge to an acquaintance
with our lo versO or husbandsO fmets; but le t the pr actice of every
duty be subor dinate to the gr and one of impr oving our minds, and
preparing our af fections f or a mor e exalte d state!
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Beware then, my friends, o f suffering the he art to be mo ved by
every trivial inciden t: the r eed is shaken by a breeze, and annually
dies, but the oak stands f irm, and f or ages braves the storm.

Were we, indeed, only created to flutter our hour out and
dieNwhy let us then indulg e sensibility, and laugh at the se verity
of reason. Yet, alas! even then w e should want str ength of body
and mind, and lif e would be lost in f everish ple asures or w earisome
languor .

But the system o f education, which | e arnestly wish to see
explode d, seems to pr esuppose, what oug ht never to be tak en for
granted, that vir tue shields us fr om the c asualties of lif e; and that
fortune, slipping o ff her bandag e, will smile on a w ell-e ducated
female, and bring in her hand an Emilius or a T elemachus. W hilst,
on the c ontrary, the reward which vir tue pr omises to her v otaries
is confined, it is cle ar, to their o wn bosoms; and o ften must the y
contend wi th the most v exatious w orldly cares, and bear with the
vices and humours o f relations for whom the y can never feel a
friendship.

There have been many women in the w orld who, inste ad of being
suppor ted by the r eason and virtue of their fa thers and br others,
have strengthene d their o wn minds b y strugg ling wi th their vic es
and follies; yet have never met with a hero, in the shape of a
husband; who, paying the debt tha t mankind o wed them, mig ht
chance to bring back their r eason to its natur al dependent state,
and restore the usurpe d prerogative, of rising abo ve opinion, to
man.

SECTION 5.2.

Dr. Fordyce® sermons have long made a part of a young woman®
library; nay, girls at school ar e allowed to r ead them; but | should
instantly dismiss them fr om my pupil, if | wishe d to str engthen her
understanding, b y leading her to f orm sound principles on a br oad
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basis; or, were | only anxious to cultiv ate her taste; thoug h they
must be allo wed to c ontain man y sensible obser vations.

Dr. Fordyce may have had a very laudable end in vie w; but these
discourses are wri tten in such an af fected style, thatwere itonly on
that account, and had | nothing to obje ct against his MELLIFL UOUS
precepts, | should not allo w girls to peruse them, unless | designe d
to hunt every spark of nature out of their ¢ omposition, melting
every human quali ty into f emale weakness and artif icial gr ace. | say
artif icial, for true gr ace arises from some kind o f independenc e of
mind.

Childr en, careless of pleasing, and only anxious to amuse
themselves, are often very graceful; and the nobili ty who have
mostl y lived wi th inf eriors, and al ways had the c ommand o f moneyy,
acquire a graceful ease of deportment, which should r ather be
terme d habitual grace of body, than that superiour gr acefulness
which is trul y the expression of the mind. This men tal grace, not
notic ed by vulgar eyes, often flashes across a rough countenance,
and irr adiating e very featur e, shows simplici ty and independenc e
of mind. It is then w e read characters of immor tality in the e ye,
and see the soul in e very gesture, though when at rest, neither
the fac e nor limbs ma y have much be auty to r ecommend them; or
the behaviour, any thing pe culiar to a ttr act univ ersal attention. The
mass of mankind, ho wever, look for mor e TANGIBLE beauty; yet
simplici ty is, in general, admir ed, when pe ople do not ¢ onsider wha t
they admir e; and can ther e be simplici ty without sinc erity? but, to
have done wi th r emarks that ar e in some me asure desultor y, thoug h
natur ally excited by the subject.

In declamatory periods Dr. Fordyce spins out Rousseau®
eloguence; and in most sentimental rant, details his opinions
respecting the f emale character, and the behaviour which w oman
ought to assume to r ender her lo vely.

He shall speak for himself, f or thus he mak es natur e address
man. OBehold these smiling innoc ents, whom | ha ve graced with
my fair est gifts, and committed to your pr otection; behold them
with lo ve and respect; tr eat them wi th tenderness and honour . They
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are timid and w ant to be def ended. They are frail; O do not tak e
advantage of their w eakness! Let their f ears and blushes ende ar
them. Le t their c onfidence in you never be abused. But is i t possi ble,
that any of you can be such barbarians, so supr emely wick ed, as
to abuse it? Can you find in y our he arts2 to despoil the g entle,
trusting cr eatur es of their tr easure, or do any thing to strip themo f
their na tive robe of virtue? Curst be the impious hand tha t would
dare to violate the unblemishe d form of Chastity! Thou wr etch!
thou ruf fian! forbear; nor venture to provoke heaven® fiercest
vengeanceO | knav not an y comment tha t can be made seriousl y on
this curious passag e, and | could pr oduce many similar ones; and
some, so very sentimen tal, that | have heard rational men use the
word inde cent, when the y mentione d them wi th disgust.

Throughout ther e is a display of cold, artificial feelings, and that
parade of sensibility which boys and girls should be taught to
despise as the sure mark of a little vain mind. Florid appe als are
made to he aven, and to the B EAUTEOUS INNOCENTS, the fair est
images of heaven here below, whilst sober sense is lef t far behind.
This is not the languag e of the he art, nor will i tever reachit, thoug h
the ear may be tickle d.

| shall be told, per haps, that the public ha ve been pleased with
these volumes. TrueNand H ervey® Meditations are still read,
thoug h he equally sinned against sense and taste.

| particular ly object to the lo ver-lik e phrases of pumped up
passion, which ar e every wher e intersperse d. If women be ever
allowed to w alk without le ading-strings, wh y must the y be cajoled
into vir tue by artful f latter y and sexual complimen ts? Speak to them
the language of truth and soberness, and a way with the lullab y
strains of condescending ende arment! Let them be ta ught to
respect themsel ves as rational cr eatur es, and not led to have a
passion for their o wn insipid persons. | t moves my gall to he ar a

. Can you?NCan you? would be the most empha tic al
comment, were it dr awled out in a whining v oice.
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preacher descanting on dr ess and needle-w ork; and still mor e, to
hear him addr ess the OB tish fair , the fair est of the fairQ as if they had
only feelings.

Even recommending pie ty he uses the following argument.
ONever, perhaps, does a fine woman strik e mor e deeply, than when,
composed into pious r ecollection, and possessed with the noblest
consider ations, she assumes, wi thout kno wing it, superiour digni ty
and new graces; so that the be auties of holiness seem to r adiate
about her, and the by-standers ar e almost induc ed to fancy her
already worshipping amongst her kindr ed angels!O Wy are women
to be thus br ed up with a desire of conquest? the v ery epithet,
used in this sense, g ives me a sickly qualm! Does r eligion and vir tue
offer no str onger motiv es, no brig hter r eward? Must the y always be
debased by being made to c onsider the se x of their c ompanions?
Must the y be taught always to be ple asing? And when le velling their
small artiller y at the he art of man, is it necessary to tell them tha t
a little sense is sufficient to r ender their a ttention IN CREDIBLY
SOOTHIN G? @s a small degree of knowle dge enter tains in aw oman,
so from a woman, thoug h for a dif ferent r eason, a small expr ession
of kindness delig hts, particular ly if she have beauty!O | should have
supposed for the same r eason.

Why are girls to be told tha t they resemble angels; but to sink
them belo w women? Or, that a gentle, innoc ent female is an object
that comes nearer to the ide a which w e have formed of angels than
any other . Yet the y are told, at the same time, tha tthe y are only like
angels when the y are young and be autiful; ¢ onsequently, it is their
persons, not their vir tues, that pr ocur e them this homag e.

Idle empty words! what can such delusiv e flattery lead to, but
vanity and folly? The lover, it is true, has a poe tic lic ence to exalt
his mistr ess; his reason is the bubble o f his passion, and he does
not ut ter a falsehood when he borr ows the languag e of ador ation.
His imagination may raise the idol o f his heart, unblame d, above
humanity; and happy would it be for women, if the y were only
flattered by the men who lo ved them; | me an, who love the
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individual, not the se x; but should a gr ave preacher interlard his
discourses wi th such f ooleries?

In sermons or no vels, however, voluptuousness is al ways true to
its text. M en are allowed by mor alists to cultiv ate, as natur e dir ects,
different qualities, and assume the dif ferent char acters, that the
same passions, modif ied almost to inf inity, give to each individual.
A virtuous man may have a choleric or a sanguine ¢ onsti tution, be
gay or gr ave, unreproved; be firm till be is almost o ver-be aring, or,
weakly submissiv e, have no will or opinion o f his own; but allw omen
are to be levelled, by meekness and docili ty, into one char acter o f
yielding so ftness and gentle complianc e.

I will use the pr eacher@ own words. OL¢ it be obser ved, that in
your sex manly exercises are never graceful; thatin them a tone and
figur e, as well as an air and depor tment, of the masculine kind, ar e
always forbidding; and tha t men o f sensibili ty desir e in every woman
soft featur es, and a flowing v oice, a form not r obust, and deme anour
delic ate and gentle.O

Is not the f ollowing por tr aitNthe por trait of a house slave? Ol am
astonished at the f olly of many women, who ar e still r eproaching
their husbands f or leaving them alone, f or pr eferring this or tha t
company to theirs, f or tr eating them wi th this and the other mar k
of disregard or indif ference; when, to spe ak the truth, the y have
themselves in a great measure to blame. Not that | would justif y
the men in an y thing wr ong on their par t. But had y ou behaved to
them wi th mor e RESREECTFUL OBSER/ANCE, and a more EQUAL
TENDERNESS; STULYING THEIR HUMOURS, OVERLOOKING
THEIR MISTAKES, SUBVITTIN G TO THEIR OPINIONS in matters
indif ferent, passing by little instanc es of unevenness, caprice, or
passion, giving SOFT answers to hasty words, complaining as
seldom as possible, and making it your dail y care to relieve their
anxieties and pr event their wishes, to enliv en the hour o f dulness,
and call up the ide as of felicity: had you pursue d this c onduct, |
doubt not but y ou would have maintained and even incr eased their
esteem, so far as to have secured every degree of influence that
could ¢ onduc e to their vir tue, or y our mutual sa tisfac tion; and y our
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house mig ht at this da y have been the abode o f domestic bliss. O 8ch
a woman oug ht to be an ang elNor she is an assN for | disc ern not
a trace of the human char acter, neither r eason nor passion in this
domestic drudg e, whose being is absorbe d in that of a tyrant@®.

Still Dr . Fordyce must have very little acquaintance with the
human he art, if he r eally supposed that such c onduct would bring
back wandering lo ve, instead of exciting c ontempt. N o, beauty,
gentleness, etc. etc. may gain a heart; but este em, the onl y lasting
affection, c an alone be obtaine d by virtue suppor ted by reason. It
is respect for the understanding tha t keeps alive tenderness f or the
person.

As these volumes are so frequently put in to the hands o f young
people, | have taken more notic e of them than stric tly speaking,
they deserve; but as the y have contri buted to vi tiate the taste, and
enervate the understanding o f many of my fellow-cr eatur es, | could
not pass them silen tly over.

SECTION 5.3.

Such paternal solici tude per vades Dr. Gregory® Legacy to his
daughters, that | enter on the task o f criticism wi th affectionate
respect; but as this li ttle volume has many attractions to
recommend i t to the notic e of the most r espectable part of my sex,
I cannot silen tly pass over arguments that so speciously support
opinions which, | think, ha ve had the most baneful ef fect on the
mor als and manners o f the f emale world.

His easy familiar st yle is particular ly suited to the tenor o f his
advice, and the melanchol y tenderness which his r espect for the
memor y of a beloved wif e dif fuses thr ough the whole w ork, renders
it very interesting; yet there is a degree of concise elegance
conspicuous in man y passages, that disturbs this sympa thy; and we
pop on the a uthor , when w e only expected to me et theN father .

Besides, having two objects in vie w, he seldom adher ed steadily
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to either; f or, wishing to mak e his daughters amiable, and f earing
lest unhappiness should onl y be the consequence, of instilling

sentimen ts, that mig ht dr aw them out o f the tr ack of common lif e,
without enabling them to ac t with consonant independenc e and
dignity, he checks the natural flow of his thoug hts, and neither
advises one thing nor the other

In the pr eface he tells them a mournful truth, Otha t the y will he ar,
atleastonce intheirliv es, the genuine sentimen ts of a man, who has
no inter est in de ceiving them. O

Hapless woman! what can be expected from thee, when the
beings on whom thou ar t said natur ally to depend f or r eason and
support, have all an interest in de ceiving the e! This is the r oot of
the evil that has shed a corroding milde w on all th y virtues; and
blig hting in the bud th y opening faculties, has r endered the e the
weak thing thou ar t! It is this separ ate in ter estN this insidious sta te
of warfar e, that undermines mor ality, and divides mankind!

If love has made some women wr etche dNho w many mor e has the
cold unme aning in ter course of gallantry render ed vain and useless!
yet this he artless attention to the se x is reckoned so manly, so
polite, that till socie ty is very differently organized, | fear, this
vestige of gothic manners will not be done a way by a more
reasonable and affectionate mode of conduct. Besides, to strip i t
of its imaginary dignity, | must obser ve, that in the most civiliz ed
European states, this lip-ser vice prevails in a very great degr ee,
accompanied with extreme dissoluteness of morals. In Portugal,
the country that | par ticular ly allude to, i t tak es place of the most
serious mor al obligations; f or a man is seldom assassinated when in
the company of a woman. The savage hand of rapine is unner ved
by this chiv alrous spiri t; and, if the str oke of vengeance cannot be
stayedNthe lad y is entr eated to par don the rudeness and depar tin
peace, thoug h sprinkle d, perhaps, with her husband®s or br other(
blood.

| shall pass over his stric tur es on religion, because | mean to
discuss that subject in a separ ate chapter .

The remarks relative to behaviour, though many of them very

Chapter 5: Animad versions on Some o f the Writers W ho Have Render ed
Women Objects of Pity, Bordering on Con tempt | 125



sensible, | entir ely disappr ove of, because it appears to me to be

beginning, as it were at the wr ong end. A cultiv ated understanding,

and an affectionate heart, will ne ver want starched rules of
decorum, some thing mor e substantial than se emliness will be the

result; and, without understanding, the beha viour here
recommende d, would be r ank affectation. De corum, inde ed, is the
one thing ne edful! de corum is to supplan t natur e, and banish all
simplici ty and variety of char acter out o fthe f emale world. Yet what
good end can all this superf icial counsel produce? It is, however,
much e asier to poin t out this or tha t mode o f behaviour, than to set
the r eason to w ork; but, when the mind has be en stor ed wi th useful
knowledge, and strengthene d by being emplo yed, the r egulation o f
the behaviour may safely be left to i ts guidanc e.

Why, for instanc e, should the f ollowing c aution be g iven, when
art of every kind must ¢ ontaminate the mind; and wh y entangle the
grand motiv es of action, which r eason and religion e qually combine
to enforce, with pitiful w orldly shifts and slig ht of hand tricks to
gain the appla use of gaping tasteless f ools? OBe &en cautious in
displaying your good sense.” It will be thoug ht you assume a
superiori ty over the r est of the c ompanyN But if y ou happen to
have any learning k eep it a profound secret, especially from the
men, who generally look with a jealous and malignant eye on a
woman of great parts, and a cultiv ated understanding. O 1 men of
real merit, as he after wards observes, are superior to this me anness,
wher e is the ne cessity that the beha viour o f the whole se x should
be modulated to ple ase fools, or men, who ha ving little claim to
respect as individuals, choose to k eep close in their phalanx. M en,
inde ed, who insist on their ¢ ommon superiori ty, having only this
sexual superiori ty, are certainly very excusable.

. Let women onc e acquir e good senseNand if i t deserve
the name, it will te ach them; or, of what use will i t be
how to emplo vy it.
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There would be no end to rules f or behaviour, if it be proper
always to adopt the tone o fthe c ompany; for thus, f or ever varying
the key, a FLAT would o ften pass for a NATURAL note.

Surely it would have been wiser to ha ve advised women to
impr ove themselves till the y rose above the fumes o f vanity; and
then to le t the public opinion ¢ ome roundN for wher e are rules
of accommodation to stop ? The narrow path of truth and vir tue
inclines nei ther to the rig ht nor left, it is a straight-f orward
business, and they who are earnestly pursuing their r oad, may
bound over many decorous prejudices, without le aving modesty
behind. Mak e the heart clean, and give the head employment, and
| will v entur e to pr edict that ther e will be nothing o ffensive in the
behaviour .

The air of fashion, which man y young people are so eager to
attain, always strik es me like the studie d attitudes of some modern
prints, copied with tasteless ser vility after the an tiques; the soul
is left out, and none o f the parts are tied together by what may
properly be terme d char acter. This varnish o f fashion, which seldom
sticks very close to sense, may dazzle the w eak; but le ave natur e to
itself, and i t will seldom disgust the wise. Besides, when a w oman
has sufficient sense not to pr etend to an y thing which she does not
understand in some degr ee, ther e is no need of determining to hide
her talen ts under a bushel. Le t things tak e their na tur al course, and
all will be w ell.

It is this system o f dissimula tion, thr oughout the v olume, that |
despise. Women ar e always to SEEM to be this and tha tN yet vir tue
mig ht apostr ophiz e them, in the w ords of HamletN Seems! | know
not seems!N Have that wi thin tha t passeth show!N

Still the same tone oc curs; for in another plac e, after
recommending, (without suf ficiently discrimina ting) delic acy, he
adds, O’he men will ¢ omplain of your reserve. They will assur e
you that a franker behaviour w ould mak e you mor e amiable. But,
trust me, the y are not sinc ere when the y tell y ou so. | acknowledge
that on some oc casions it mig ht render you mor e agreeable as
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companions, but i t would make you less amiable as women: an
impor tant distinc tion, which man y of your sex are not aware of.0

This desir e of being always women, is the v ery consciousness
that degr ades the sex. Excepting wi th a lover, | must r epeat wi th
emphasis, a former obser vationNi t would be w ell if the y were only
agreeable or r ational c ompanions. But in this r espect his advice is
even inconsistent wi th a passage which | me an to quote wi th the
most mar ked appr obation.

(rhe sentiment, that a woman may allow all innoc ent fr eedoms,
provided her virtue is secure, is both grossly indelic ate and
dangerous, and has proved fatal to many of your sex0O Wth this
opinion | perf ectly coincide. A man, or aw oman, of any feeling must
always wish to ¢ onvince a beloved objectthatitis the c aresses of the
individual, not the se x, thatis r eceived and r eturne d wi th ple asure;
and, that the he art, rather than the senses, is mo ved. Without this
natur al delic acy, love becomes a selfish personal gr atif ication tha t
soon degr ades the char acter .

I carry this sentimen t still fur ther. Affection, when lo ve is out of
the question, a uthorises man y personal ende arments, that natur ally
flowing fr om an innoc ent heart give life to the beha viour; but the
personal in ter course of appetite, gallantry, or vanity, is despicable.
When a man squeezes the hand of a pretty woman, handing her to
a carriag e, whom he has ne ver seen before, she will ¢ onsider such
an imper tinent fr eedom in the lig ht of an insult, if she ha ve any
true delic acy, inste ad of being f latter ed by this unme aning homag e
to beauty. These are the privileg es of friendship, or the momen tary
homage which the he art pays to vir tue, when i t f lashes suddenly on
the notic eNmer e animal spiri ts have no claim to the kindnesses o f
affection.

Wishing to f eed the af fections wi th what is no w the f ood of vanity,
| would fain persuade m y sex to act fr om simpler principles. Le t
them meri t love, and they will obtain i t, thoug h they may never be
told tha t: OThe power of a fine woman over the he arts of men, of
men of the finest par ts, is even beyond what she conceivesO

I have already notic ed the narr ow cautions wi th respect to
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duplici ty, female softness, delic acy of consti tution; f or these ar e the
changes which he rings r ound wi thout ¢ easing, in a mor e decorous
manner, it is true, than R ousseau; but i t all c omes home to the same
point, and whoe ver is at the tr ouble to anal yze these sentimen ts,
will find the first principles not qui te so delicate as the
superstruc tur e.

The subject of amusements is tr eated in too cursor y a manner;
but wi th the same spiri t.

When | tr eat of friendship, lo ve, and marriag e, it will be f ound tha t
we materiall y dif fer in opinion; | shall not then f orestall what | have
to obser ve on these impor tant subjects; but c onfine my remarks
to the g eneral tenor o f them, to tha t cautious famil y prudenc e,
to those c onfined views of partial unenlig htened affection, which
exclude ple asure and impr ovement, by vainly wishing to w ard off
sorrow and err orNand by thus guar ding the he art and mind, destr oy
also all their ener gy. It is far be tter to be o ften de ceived than ne ver
to trust; to be disappoin ted in love, than never to lo ve; to lose a
husband(@® fondness, than f orf eit his este em.

Happy would it be for the w orld, and for individuals, o f course,
if all this una vailing solici tude to attain worldly happiness, on a
confined plan, were turne d into an anxious desir e to impr ove the
understanding. OWisdom is the principal thing: THEREF ORE et
wisdom; and wi th all th y gettings get understanding. O Oblwv long
ye simple ones, will y e love simplici ty, and hate knowledge?0 Sah
Wisdom to the da ughters of men!

SECTION 5.4.

| do not me an to allude to all the wri ters who ha ve wri tten on the
subject of female mannersNi t would in fac t be only beating o ver the
old ground, for the y have, in general, wri tten in the same str ain; but
attacking the boaste d prerogative of manNthe pr erogativ e that may
emphatic ally be called the ir on sceptr e of tyranny, the orig inal sin
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of tyrants, | declare against all power built on pr ejudices, however
hoary.

If the submission demande d be founded on justic eNther e is no
appealing to a hig her powerNfor God is justic e itself. Let us then, as
childr en of the same par ent, if not bastar dized by being the y ounger
born, r eason tog ether, and learn to submi t to the a uthori ty of reason
when her v oice is distinc tly heard. But, if it be proved that this
thr one of prerogative only rests on a chaotic mass o f prejudices,
that have no inher ent principle o f order to k eep them tog ether, or
on an elephant, tor toise, or e ven the mig hty shoulders o f a son of
the earth, the y may escape, who dare to brave the consequence
without an y breach of duty, without sinning against the or der of
things.

Whilst r eason raises man above the brutal her d, and death is big
with pr omises, they alone are subject to blind a uthori ty who have
no reliance on their o wn str ength. OThey are free who will be fr ee!(ﬂ

The being who ¢ an govern itself, has nothing to f ear in lif e; but
if any thing is de arer than i ts own r espect, the pric e must be paid
to the last far thing. Virtue, lik e every thing v aluable, must be lo ved
for herself alone; or she will not tak e up her abode wi th us. She will
not impar t that peace, Owhich passeh understanding, O when she is
merely made the stilts o f reputation and r espected with pharisaic al
exactness, because Ohonesy is the best polic yO

That the plan o f lif e which enables us to ¢ arry some knowledge
and vir tue in to another w orld, is the one best ¢ alculated to ensur e
content in this, ¢ annot be denie d; yet few people act according to
this principle, thoug h it be univ ersally allowed that it admits not o f
dispute. Present ple asure, or present power, carry before it these
sober convictions; and i tis f or the da y, not f or lif e, that man bar gains
with happiness. H ow few! how very few! have sufficient foresight or
resolution, to endur e a small evil at the momen t, to avoid a gr eater
hereafter.

. "He is the fr ee man, whom TRUTH makes free!" Cowper.
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Woman in par ticular , whose virtue5 is built on mutual pr ejudices,
seldom attains to this gr eatness of mind; so tha t, becoming the sla ve
of her own feelings, she is easily subjugated by those of others.
Thus degr aded, her r eason, her mist y reason! is emplo yed rather to
burnish than to snap her chains.

Indignan tly have | heard women ar gue in the same tr ack as men,
and adopt the sentiments that brutaliz e them with all the
pertinaci ty of ignor ance.

I mustillustr ate my assertion b y a few examples. Mrs. Pioz zi, who
oftenr epeated by rote, what she did not understand, c omes forward
with Johnsonian periods.

OSek not f or happiness in singulari ty; and dread a refinement of
wisdom as a deviation in to follyO Thus she dogmaic ally addr esses
a new marrie d man; and to elucida te this pompous e xordium, she
adds, Ol said tha the person o f your lady would not gr ow mor e
pleasing to you, but pr ay let her ne ver suspect that it grows less
so: that a woman will par don an affront to her understanding much
sooner than one to her person, is w ell known; nor will an y of us
contradict the assertion. All our a ttainments, all our arts, are
employed to gain and k eep the he art of man; and wha t mor tif ication
can exceed the disappoin tment, if the end be not obtaine d: There
is no r eproof however poin ted, no punishmen t ho wever severe, that
a woman of spiri t will not pr efer to neg lect; and if she ¢ an endur e
it wi thout c omplaint, it only proves that she me ans to mak e herself
amends by the attention o f others f or the slig hts of her husband!O

These are true masculine sen timen ts. Q\ll our ARTS are employed
to gain and k eep the he art of man:ONand what is the inf erence?Nif
her person, and w as there ever a person, thoug h formed with
Medicisan symme try, that was not slig hted? be neglected, she will
make herself amends by endeavouring to ple ase other men. N oble
mor ality! But thus is the understanding o f the whole se x affronted,

. I mean to use a word that compr ehends mor e than
chastity, the sexual vir tue.
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and their vir tue depriv ed of the c ommon basis o f vir tue. A woman
must kno w, that her person ¢ annot be as ple asing to her husband
as it was to her lo ver, and if she be offended with him f or being a
human cr eatur e, she may as well whine about the loss o f his heart as
about any other f oolish thing. And this v ery want of discernment or
unr easonable anger, proves that he could not chang e his fondness
for her person in to affection for her vir tues or r espect for her
understanding.

Whilst women avow, and act up to such opinions, their
understandings, a t least, deserve the contempt and obloqu y that
men, WHO NEVER insult their persons, ha ve pointedly levelled at
the female mind. And it is the sentiments of these poli te men,
who do not wish to be encumber ed with mind, tha t vain women
thoug htlessly adopt. Yet they should kno w, that insulte d reason
alone can spread that SACRED reserve about the persons which
renders human af fections, f or human af fections have always some
base alloy, as permanent as is consistent with the gr and end of
existenc eNthe attainmen t of vir tue.

The Baroness de Stael speaks the same language as the lady just
cited, with mor e enthusiasm. Her eulogium on Rousseau was
accidentally put in to my hands, and her sen timen ts, the sentimen ts
of too man y of my sex, may serve as the text for a few comments.
Orhough Rousseau,0 she obsewes, Ohas endavoured to pr event
women fr om interf ering in public af fairs, and acting a brillian t part
in the the atre of politics; yet, in spe aking of them, ho w much has
he done it to their sa tisfaction! | f he wished to depriv e them of
some rig hts, foreign to their se x, how has he for ever restored
to them all those to which i t has a claim! And in a ttempting to
diminish their inf luenc e over the deli berations o f men, how sacredly
has he established the empir e they have over their happiness! | n
aiding them to desc end from an usurpe d thr one, he has firmly
seated them upon tha t to which the y were destined by natur e; and
thoug h he be full o f indigna tion against them when the y endeavour
to resemble men, yet when the y come before him with all THE
CHARMS WEAKNESSES, VIRTUES, and ERRRS, CF their seXx, his
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respect for their P ERSONS amounts almost to ador ation.O Fue!N For
never was there a sensualist who paid mor e fervent ador ation at
the shrine o f beauty. So devout, inde ed, was his respect for the
person, that excepting the vir tue of chastity, for obvious reasons,
he only wished to see it embellishe d by charms, w eaknesses, and
errors. He was afraid lest the a usteri ty of reason should disturb the
soft playfulness of love. The master wishe d to have a meretricious
slave to fondle, entir ely dependent on his r eason and bounty; he did
not w ant a companion, whom he should be ¢ ompelled to este em,
or a friend to whom he ¢ ould confide the care of his childr en®
education, should de ath depriv e them o f their fa ther, before he had
fulfilled the sacr ed task. He denies woman reason, shuts her out
from knowledge, and turns her aside fr om truth; y et his par don is
granted, because, Ohe admts the passion o f loveO 1 would r equir e
some ingenuity to show why women were to be under such an
obligation to him f or thus admi tting lo ve; when it is cle ar that he
admits it only for the r elaxation of men, and to perpe tuate the
species; but he talk ed with passion, and tha t powerful spell w orked
on the sensi bili ty of a young enc omiast. OV hat signif ies it,0 pursues
this r hapsodist, Oto women, that his r eason disputes wi th them the
empir e, when his he art is devotedly theirs.O 1 is not empir eNbut
equality, that the y should contend for. Yet, if the y only wished to
lengthen out their sw ay, they should not en tirely trust to their
persons, for thoug h beauty may gain a heart, it cannot k eep it, even
while the be auty is in full bloom, unless the mind lend, a tleast, some
graces.

When women ar e once sufficiently enlig htened to disc over their
real interest, on a grand scale, they will, | am persuade d, be very
ready to resign all the pr erogatives of love, that are not mutual,
(speaking of them as lasting pr erogativ es,) for the ¢ alm satisfac tion
of friendship, and the tender ¢ onfidenc e of habitual este em. Before
marriag e they will not assume an y insolent airs, nor af terward
abjectly submit; but, ende avouring to ac t lik e reasonable creatur es,
in both si tuations, the y will not be tumble d from a thr one to a stool.

Madame Genlis has wri tten several entertaining books f or
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childr en; and her le tters on Educ ation af ford many useful hin ts, that
sensible parents will ¢ ertainl y avail themsel ves of; but her vie ws are
narr ow, and her pr ejudic es as unreasonable as strong.

| shall pass over her vehement argument in fa vour o f the e terni ty
of futur e punishmen ts, because | blush to think tha t a human being
should e ver argue vehemently in such a c ause, and only make a few
remarks on her absur d manner o f making the par ental authori ty
supplantreason. For every wher e does she inculc ate not onl y BLIND
submission to par ents; but to the opinion o fthe w orId.6

She tells a stor y of a young man engag ed by his father® express
desire to a girl of fortune. Before the marriag e could tak e place
she is depriv ed of her f ortune, and thr own friendless on the w orld.
The father pr actises the most infamous ar ts to separ ate his son
from her, and when the son de tects his villan y, and, following the
dictates of honour , marries the g irl, nothing but miser y ensues,
because forsooth he marrie d WITH OUT his father® consent. On
what ground c an religion or mor ality rest, when justic e is thus set at
defiance? In the same st yle she represents an accomplishe d young
woman, as ready to marr y any body that her MAMMA ple ased to
recommend; and, as actually marr ying the y oung man o f her own
choice, without f eeling any emotions o f passion, because that a

. A person is not to ac t in this or tha t way, though
convinced they are right in so doing, be cause some
equivocal circumstanc es may lead the world to SUSPECT
that the y acted fr om dif ferent motiv es. This is sacrificing
the substanc e for a shadow. Let pe ople but w atch their
own hearts, and act rig htly as far as they can judge, and
they may patien tly wait till the opinion o fthe world
comes round. It is best to be dir ected by a simple
motiv eNfor justic e has too often be en sacrificed to
proprie ty;Nanother w ord for convenience.)
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well educated girl had not time to be in lo ve. Is it possible to have
much r espect for a system o f education tha t thus insults r eason and
natur e?

Many similar opinions oc cur in her wri tings, mixed with
sentimen ts that do honour to her he ad and heart. Yet so much
supersti tion is mix ed wi th herr eligion, and so much w orldly wisdom
with her mor ality, that | should not le t a young person r ead her
works, unless | could af ter wards converse on the subje cts, and poin t
out the ¢ ontr adictions.

Mrs. Chapone @ Letters are written with such good sense, and
unaffected humili ty, and contain so man y useful obser vations, tha t |
only mention them to pa y the w orthy wri ter this tri bute of respect.
| cannot, i tis true, al ways coincide in opinion wi th her; but | al ways
respect her.

The very word respect brings Mrs. Mac aulay to my remembr ance.
The woman of the gr eatest abili ties, undoubte dly, that this ¢ ountry
has ever produced. And yet this w oman has been suffered to die
without suf ficient r espect being paid to her memor vy.

Posterity, however, will be mor e just; and remember that
Catharine Mac aulay was an example of intelle ctual acquirements
supposed to be inc ompatible with the w eakness of her sex. In her
style of wri ting, inde ed, no sex appears, for it is lik e the sense it
conveys, strong and clear.

I will notc all her( a masculine understanding, be cause | admit not
of such an arr ogant assumption o f reason; but | contend thatitwas
a sound one, and tha t her judgmen t, the matur ed frui t of pr ofound
thinking, w as a proof that a woman can acquir e judgment, in the
full extent of the w ord. Possessing mor e penetr ation than sagaci ty,
mor e understanding than fanc y, she writes with sober ener gy, and
argumentative closeness; yet sympathy and benevolence give an
inter est to her sen timen ts, and that vital heat to ar guments, which

forces the reader to w eigh them. !

7.Coinciding in opinion wi th Mrs. Mac aulay relativ e to
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When | first thoug ht of wri ting these stric tur es | anticipa ted Mrs.
Macaulay® approbation wi th a little of that sanguine ar dour which
it has been the business o f my lif e to depr ess; but soon he ard with
the sickl y qualm of disappoin ted hope, and the still seriousness o f
regretNtha t she was no more!

SECTION .

Taking a view of the dif ferent works which ha ve been wri tten on
education, Lor d Chesterf ield@ Letters must not be silen tly passed
over. Not that | mean to analyze his unmanly, immor al system,
or even to cull an y of the useful shr ewd remarks which oc cur in
his friv olous correspondenceNNo, | only mean to make a few
reflections on the a vowed tendenc y of themNthe ar t of acquiring an
early knowledge of the world. An art, | will v entur e to assert, that
preys secretly, like the worm in the bud, on the e xpanding po wers,
and turns to poison the g enerous juices which should moun t with
vigour in the y outhful fr ame, inspiring w arm affections and gr eat
resolves.

For every thing, saith the wise man, ther e is reason; and who
would look f or the frui ts of autumn during the g enial months of
spring ? But this is mer e declamation, and | me an to r eason with
those worldly-wise instruc tors, who, inste ad of cultiv ating the
judgment, instil pr ejudices, and render har d the he art that gradual
experienc e would only have cooled. An early acquaintance with
human inf irmi ties; or, what is terme d knowledge of the world, is
the surest way, in my opinion, to ¢ ontract the he art and damp

many branches of education, | r efer to her v aluable
work, inste ad of quoting her sen timen ts to suppor t my
own.)
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the natur al youthful ar dour which pr oduces not only great talen ts,
but gr eat vir tues. For the v ain attempt to bring f orth the frui t of
experienc e, before the sapling has thr own out its leaves, only
exhausts its str ength, and pr events its assuming a natur al form; just
as the form and str ength o f subsiding me tals are injured when the

attr action o f cohesion is disturbe d. Tell me, ye who have studie d the
human mind, is i t not a str ange way to fix principles b y showing
young people that they are seldom stable ? And how can they be
fortified by habits when they are proved to be fallacious by
example? Why is the ar dour o f youth thus to be dampe d, and the
luxurianc y of fancy cut to the quick? This dr y caution may, it is
true, guar d a character fr om worldly mischanc es; but will infalli bly
preclude excellence in either vir tue or kno wledge. The stumbling-

block thr own across every path by suspicion, will pr event any
vigorous exertions of genius or bene volence, and life will be
strippe d of its most alluring charm long bef ore its calm evening,
when man should r etir e to contemplation f or comfort and suppor t.

A young man who has be en bred up wi th domestic friends, and
led to stor e his mind wi th as much spe culative knowledge as can
be acquir ed by reading and the na tur al reflections which y outhful
ebullitions of animal spiri ts and instinc tive feelings inspir e, will
enter the w orld with warm and err oneous expectations. But this
appears to be the ¢ ourse of natur e; and in mor als, as well as in w orks
of taste, w e should be obser vant of her sacr ed indic ations, and not
presume to le ad when w e ought obsequiously to follow.

In the world few people act fr om principle; pr esent feelings, and
early habits, are the grand springs: but ho w would the f ormer be
deadened, and the latter r endered iron corroding fetters, if the
world were shown to y oung people just as it is; when no kno wledge
of mankind or their o wn hearts, slowly obtained by experienc e
rendered them f orbe aring ? Their fellow cr eatur es would not then
be viewed as frail beings; lik e themselves, condemne d to strugg le
with human inf irmi ties, and sometimes displa ying the lig ht and
sometimes the dar k side of their char acter; extorting alterna te
feelings of love and disgust; but guar ded against as beasts of prey,
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till every enlarged social feeling, in a wordNhumanity, was
eradicated.

In lif e, on the c ontr ary, as we gradually discover the imperf ections
of our na tur e, we discover vir tues, and various cir cumstanc es attach
us to our f ellow creatur es, when we mix wi th them, and vie w the
same objects, that are never thoug ht of in acquiring a hasty
unnatur al knowledge of the w orld. We see a folly swell into a vice,
by almost imper ceptible degrees, and pity while w e blame; but, if
the hide ous monster burst suddenl y on our sig ht, fear and disgust
rendering us mor e severe than man oug ht to be, mig ht lead us with
blind z eal to usurp the char acter of omnipotenc e, and denounc e
damnation on our f ellow mor tals, forgetting tha t w e cannot r ead the
heart, and that we have seeds of the same vic es lurking in our o wn.

I have already remarked, that we expect mor e from instruc tion,
than mer e instruc tion ¢ an produce: for, inste ad of preparing y oung
people to enc ounter the e vils of life with digni ty, and to acquire
wisdom and vir tue by the exercise of their o wn faculties, pr ecepts
are heaped upon pr ecepts, and blind obe dience required, when
conviction should be br ought home to r eason.

Suppose, for instanc e, that a young person in the f irst ar dour o f
friendship deif ies the belo ved objectN what harm ¢ an arise fr om this
mistak en enthusiastic a ttachmen t? Perhaps it is ne cessary for vir tue
first to appe ar in a human f orm to impr ess youthful he arts; the
ideal model, which a mor e matur ed and exalted mind looks up to,
and shapes for itself, w ould elude their sig ht. He who lo ves not his
brother whom he ha th seen, how can he love God? asked the wisest
of men.

Itis natur al for y outh to adorn the f irst obje ct of its affection wi th
every good quality, and the emula tion pr oduced by ignor ance, or,
to speak with mor e propriety, by inexperienc e, brings forward the
mind c apable of forming such an af fection, and when, in the lapse
of time, perf ection is f ound not to be wi thin the r each of mor tals,
virtue, abstractly, is thought beautiful, and wisdom sublime.
Admir ation then g ives place to friendship, pr operly so called,
because it is cemented by esteem; and the being w alks alone only
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dependent on he aven for that emulous pan ting af ter perf ection
which e ver glows in a noble mind. B ut this kno wledge a man must
gain by the exertion of his own faculties; and this is sur ely the
blessed frui t of disappoin ted hope! for He who delig hteth to dif fuse
happiness and show mer cy to the w eak creatur es, who are learning
to kno w him, ne ver implan ted a good pr opensity to be a tormen ting
ignis fatuus.

Our tr ees are now allowed to spr ead with wild luxurianc e, nor
do we expect by force to combine the majestic mar ks of time wi th
youthful gr aces; but wait patiently till the y have struck de ep their
root, and braved many a storm. Is the mind then, which, in
proportion to i ts digni ty advances more slowly towards perf ection,
to be tr eated with less r espect? To argue from analogy, every thing
around us is in a pr ogressive state; and when an un welcome
knowledge of lif e produces almost a satiety of lif e, and we discover
by the natur al course of things tha t all that is done under the sun
is vanity, we are drawing ne ar the awful close o f the dr ama. The
days of activi ty and hope ar e over, and the oppor tuni ties which the
first stag e of existenc e has afforded of advancing in the sc ale of
intellig ence, must soon be summe d up. A knowledge at this period
of the futili ty of life, or earlier, if obtaine d by experienc e, is very
useful, because it is natur al; but when a fr ail being is shown the
follies and vic es of man, that he may be taught pruden tly to guard
against the c ommon c asualties of lif e by sacrif icing his he artNsur ely
it is not spe aking harshly to call it the wisdom o f this w orld,
contr asted with the nobler frui t of piety and experienc e.

I will v entur e a paradox, and deliver my opinion wi thout r eserve;
if men w ere only born to f orm a cir cle of lif e and death, it would be
wise to tak e every step that foresight could suggest to r ender lif e
happy. Moder ation in e very pursui t w ould then be supr eme wisdom;
and the pruden tvoluptuar y mig ht enjoy a degree of content, thoug h
he neither cultiv ated his understanding nor k ept his he art pur e.
Prudenc e, supposing w e were mor tal, would be true wisdom, or , to
be mor e explici t, would pr ocur e the gr eatest por tion o f happiness,
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considering the whole o f life; but knowledge beyond the
convenienc es of lif e would be a curse.

Why should w e injure our health by close study? The exalted
pleasure which in tellectual pursui ts afford would scarcely be
equivalent to the hours o f languor tha t follow; especially, if it be
necessary to take into the reckoning the doubts and
disappoin tments that cloud our r esearches. Vanity and vexation
close every inquir y: for the ¢ ause which w e particular ly wished
to disc over flies like the horiz on before us as we advance. The
ignor ant, on the c ontrary, resemble childr en, and suppose, that if
they could walk straight forward they should at last arriv e where
the earth and clouds me et. Yet, disappoin ted as we are in our
researches, the mind gains str ength by the exercise, sufficient,
perhaps, to compr ehend the answ ers which, in another step o f
existenc e, it may receive to the anxious questions i t asked, when
the understanding wi th f eeble wing w as flut tering r ound the visi ble
effects to div e into the hidden c ause.

The passions also, the winds o f life, would be useless, if not
injurious, did the substanc e which ¢ omposes our thinking being,
after w e have thoug htin v ain, only become the suppor t of vegetable
life, and invigorate a cabbage, or blush in a r ose. The appetites
would answ er every earthly purpose, and pr oduce more moder ate
and permanen t happiness. But the po wers of the soul tha t are of
little use her e, and, probably, disturb our animal en joyments, even
while ¢ onscious digni ty makes us glory in possessing them, pr ove
that lif e is merely an education, a state of infanc y, of which the onl y
hopes worth cherishing should not be sacrif iced. | mean, ther efore
to inf er, that we ought to have a precise idea of what we wish to
attain by education, f or the immor tality of the soul is ¢ ontradicted
by the actions o f many people, who f irml y profess the belief.

If you mean to secure ease and prosperity on earth as the first
consider ation, and le ave futuri ty to provide for itself, you act
pruden tly in giving y our child an e arly insig ht in to the w eaknesses
of his natur e. You may not, i t is true, mak e an Inkle of him; but do
not imag ine that he will stick to mor e than the le tter of the law,
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who has very early imbi bed a mean opinion o f human natur e; nor
will he think i t ne cessary to rise much abo ve the common standar d.
He may avoid gr oss vices, because honesty is the best polic y; but he
will ne ver aim at attaining gr eat vir tues. The example of wri ters and
artists will illustr ate this r emark.

I must ther efore venture to doubt, whe ther what has been
thoug ht an axiom in mor als, may not have been a dogmatical
assertion made b y men who ha ve coolly seen mankind thr ough the
medium o f books, and say, in dir ect contr adiction to them, tha t the
regulation o f the passions is not al ways wisdom. On the c ontrary,
it should se em, that one r eason why men have superiour judgmen t
and mor e fortitude than w omen, is undoubte dly this, tha t the y give
a freer scope to the gr and passions, and by mor e frequently going
astray, enlarge their minds. | f then by the exercise of their o wn
reason, they fix on some stable principle, the y have probably to
thank the f orce of their passions, nourishe d by FALSE views of lif e,
and permi tted to overleap the boundar y that secures content. But
if, in the da wn of lif e, we could sober ly survey the scenes before us
as in perspe ctive, and see every thing ini ts true c olours, ho w could
the passions gain suf ficient str ength to unf old the faculties?

Let me no w, as from an eminenc e, survey the w orld strippe d of all
its false delusiv e charms. The cle ar atmospher e enables me to see
each objectini ts true poin t of view, while my heartis still. | am ¢ alm
as the prospect in a morning when the mists, slo wly dispersing,
silently unveil the be auties of natur e, refreshed by rest.

In what lig ht will the w orld now appear? | rub my eyes and think,
perchance, that | am just awaking fr om a lively dream.

| see the sons and daughters of men pursuing shado ws, and
anxiously wasting their po wers to feed passions which ha ve no
adequate objectNif the v ery excess of these blind impulses
pampered by that lying, yet constantly-truste d guide, the
imagination, did not, b y preparing them f or some other sta te,
render shor t sig hted mor tals wiser wi thout their o wn concurr ence;
or, what comes to the same thing, when the y were pursuing some
imaginary present good.
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After vie wing obje cts in this lig ht, it would not be v ery fanciful to
imagine, that this w orld was a stage on which a pan tomime is dail y
performe d for the amusemen t of superiour beings. H ow would the y
be diverted to se e the ambi tious man ¢ onsuming himself b y running
after a phantom, and, pursuing the bubble fame in Othe ¢ annon®
mouth O tha w as to blow him to nothing: f or when ¢ onsciousness is
lost, it matters not whe ther w e mount in a whir lwind or desc end
in rain. And should the y compassionately invigorate his sig ht, and
show him the thorn y path which le d to eminenc e, that like a
quicksand sinks as he asc ends, disappoin ting his hopes when almost
within his gr asp, would he not le ave to others the honour o f
amusing them, and labour to se cure the pr esent momen t, thoug h
from the c onsti tution o f his natur e he would not f ind it very easy to
catch the f lying str eam? Quch slaves are we to hope and f ear!

But, vain as the ambitious man ® pursuit would be, he is often
striving f or something mor e substantial than fameNtha t inde ed
would be the v eriest me teor, the wildest f ire that could lur e amanto
ruin. W hat! r enounc e the most trif ling gr atif ication to be appla uded
when he should be no mor el Wherefore this strugg le, whether man
is mor tal or immor tal, if tha t noble passion did not r eally raise the
being above his fellows?

And love! What div erting sc enes would it pr oduceNPantaloon &
tricks must yield to mor e egregious folly. To see a mortal adorn an
object wi th imag inary charms, and then fall do wn and w orship the
idol which he had himself se t upNho w ridiculous! B ut wha't serious
consequences ensue to r ob man of that por tion o f happiness, which
the Deity by calling him in to existence has (or, on what can his
attri butes r est?) indubi tably promised; would not all the purposes
of lif e have been much be tter fulf illed if he had onl y felt what has
been terme d physical love? And, would not the sig ht of the obje ct,
not seen thr ough the me dium o f the imag ination, soon r educe the
passion to an appe tite, if r eflection, the noble distinc tion o f man, did
not give it force, and make it an instrumen t to r aise him above this
earthy dross, by teaching him to lo ve the centre of all perf ection!
whose wisdom appe ars clearer and cle arer in the w orks of natur e,
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in pr opor tion as r eason is illumina ted and exalte d by contempla tion,
and by acquiring tha t love of order which the strugg les of passion
produce?

The habit of reflection, and the kno wledge attained by fostering
any passion, mig ht be shown to be e qually useful thoug h the obje ct
be proved equally fallacious; f or the y would all appe ar in the same
light, if the y were not magnif ied by the g overning passion implan ted
in us by the Author o f all good, to call forth and str engthen the
faculties o f each individual, and enable i tto attain all the e xperienc e
that an infan t can obtain, who does ¢ ertain things, i tcannottellwh y.

| descend from my height, and mixing wi th my fellow cr eatur es,
feel myself hurrie d along the c ommon str eam; ambition, lo ve, hope,
and fear, exert their w onted power, though we be convinced by
reason that their pr esent and most attractive promises are only
lying dr eams; but had the c old hand of cir cumspection dampe d
each generous feeling bef ore it had lef t any permanen t char acter, or
fixed some habit, what could be e xpected, but self ish prudenc e and
reason just rising abo ve instinc t? Who that has read Dean Swift@
disgusting description o fthe Y ahoos, and insipid one o f Houyhnhnm
with a philosophic al eye, can avoid seeing the futili ty of degrading
the passions, or making man r est in contentmen t?

The youth should A CT; for had he the e xperienc e of a grey head,
he would be fitter for death than lif e, though his vir tues, rather
residing in his he ad than his he art could pr oduc e nothing gr eat, and
his understanding pr epared for this w orld, would not, b y its noble
flights, prove that it had a ti tle to a be tter.

Besides, it is not possi ble to give a young person a just vie w of
life; he must have strugg led with his o wn passions before he can
estimate the force of the tempta tion which be trayed his br other
into vic e. Those who ar e entering lif e, and those who ar e departing,
see the world fr om such v ery dif ferent poin ts of view, that the y can
seldom think alik e, unless the unf ledged reason of the f ormer ne ver
attempte d a solitary flig ht.

When we hear of some daring crimeNi t comes full upon us in
the de epest shade of turpi tude, and r aises indignation; but the e ye
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that gr adually saw the dar kness thick en, must obser ve it wi th mor e
compassionate forbearance. The world cannot be seen by an
unmo ved spectator, we must mix in the thr ong, and feel as men
feel before we can judge of their f eelings. If we mean, in short, to
live in the w orld to gr ow wiser and be tter, and not mer ely to en joy
the good things o f lif e, we must attain a kno wledge of others at the
same time tha t we become acquainted with oursel vesN knowledge
acquir ed any other w ay only hardens the he art and perple xes the
understanding.

I may be told, tha t the kno wledge thus acquir ed, is sometimes
purchased at too de ar a rate. | can only answer, that | very much
doubt whe ther any knowledge can be attained without labour and
sorrow; and those who wish to spar e their childr en both, should
not c omplain if the y are neither wise nor vir tuous. They only aimed
at making them pruden t; and prudenc e, early in lif e, is but the
cautious cr aft of ignor ant self-love. | have observed, that young
people, to whose e ducation par ticular a ttention has be en paid, have,
in general, been very superficial and conceited, and far fr om
pleasing in any respect, because they had nei ther the unsuspe cting
warmth of youth, nor the ¢ ool depth o f age. | cannot help imputing
this unnatural appearance principall y to that hasty premature
instruc tion, which le ads them pr esumptuously to repeat all the
crude notions the y have taken upon trust, so tha t the c areful
education which the y received, makes them all their liv es the slaves
of prejudices.

Mental as well as bodily exertion is, at first, ir ksome; so much
so, that the man y would fain le t others both w ork and think f or
them. An obser vation which | ha ve often made will illustr ate my
meaning. W hen in a cir cle of strangers, or acquaintances, a person
of moder ate abili ties, asserts an opinion wi th heat, | will v enture
to affirm, for | have traced this fact home, very often, thatitis a
prejudice. These echoes have a high respect for the understanding
of some relation or friend, and wi thout full y compr ehending the
opinions, which the y are so eager to r etail, the y maintain them wi th
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a degree of obstinacy, that would surprise e ven the person who
concocted them.

I know that a kind of fashion now prevails of respecting
prejudices; and when any one dar es to face them, thoug h actuated
by humanity and armed by reason, he is superciliously asked,
whether his anc estors were fools. No, | should r eply; opinions, at
first, of every description, w ere all, probably, considered, and
ther efore were founded on some r eason; yet not unfr equently, of
course, it was rather a loc al expedient than a fundamen tal principle,
that would be r easonable at all times. B ut, moss-c overed opinions
assume the dispr oportioned form of prejudices, when they are
indolen tly adopted only because age has given them a venerable
aspect, thoug h the r eason on which the y were built ¢ eases to be a
reason, or cannot be tr aced. Why are we to lo ve prejudices, merely
because they are prejudices? A prejudice is a fond obstina te
persuasion, for which w e can give no reason; for the moment a
reason can be given for an opinion, i t ceases to be a prejudice,
thoug h it may be an error in judgmen t: and are we then ad vised
to cherish opinions onl y to set reason at defiance? This mode of
arguing, if ar guing it may be called, reminds me o f what is vulgar ly
terme d a woman® reason. For w omen sometimes de clare that the y
love, or belie ve certain things, B ECAUSE they love, or belie ve them.

It is impossi ble to c onverse with people to any purpose, who,
in this st yle, only use affirmatives and negatives. Before you can
bring them to a poin t, to star t fair ly from, you must g o back to the
simple principles tha t were antecedent to the pr ejudices broached
by power; and it is ten to one but y ou are stopped by the
philosophic al assertion, that certain principles ar e as practic ally
false as they are abstractly true. N ay, it may be inferred, that r eason
has whisper ed some doubts, f or it generally happens that people
assert their opinions wi th the gr eatest he at when the y begin to
waver; striving to driv e out their o wn doubts b y convincing their
opponent, the y grow angry when those gna wing doubts ar e thr own
back to pr ey on themsel ves.

The fact is, that men expect from education, what education
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cannot g ive. A sagacious parent or tutor ma y strengthen the bod y
and sharpen the instrumen ts by which the child is to ga ther
knowledge; but the hone y must be the r eward of the individualOs
own industr y. It is almost as absur d to attempt to mak e a youth wise
by the e xperienc e of another , as to expect the bod y to gr ow str ong
by the exercise which is onl y talk ed of, or seen.

Many of those childr en whose conduct has been most narr owly
watche d, become the w eakest men, be cause their instruc tors only
instill c ertain notions in to their minds, tha t have no other
foundation than their a uthori ty; and if the y are loved or r espected,
the mind is cr amped in its exertions and w avering in i ts advances.
The business of education in this ¢ ase, is only to conduct the
shooting tendrils to a pr oper pole; y et after laying pr ecept upon
precept, wi thout allo wing a child to ac quir e judgment i tself, par ents
expect them to ac t in the same manner b y this borr owed fallacious
light, as if they had illumina ted it themsel ves; and be, when they
enter lif e, what their par ents are at the close. The y do not ¢ onsider
that the tr ee, and even the human bod y, does not str engthen i ts
fibres till i t has reached its full gr owth.

Ther e appears to be some thing analog ous in the mind. The senses
and the imag ination g ive a form to the char acter, during childhood
and youth; and the understanding as lif e advances, gives firmness
to the first fair purposes o f sensibili tyNtill vir tue, arising r ather
from the cle ar conviction o f reason than the impulse o f the he art,
mor ality is made to r est on a rock against which the storms o f
passion vainly beat.

I hope | shall not be misunderstood when | sa vy, that religion will
not have this condensing ener gy, unless it be founded on reason.
If it be mer ely the r efuge of weakness or wild fana ticism, and not
a governing principle o f conduct, drawn fr om self-kno wledge, and
a rational opinion r especting the a ttri butes of God, what can it be
expected to pr oduce? The religion which ¢ onsists in w arming the
affections, and e xalting the imag ination, is onl y the poe tic al part,
and may afford the individual ple asure without r endering i t a mor e
mor al being. It may be a substitute f or worldly pursui ts; yet narr ow
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inste ad of enlar ging the he art: but vir tue must be lo ved as in itself
sublime and e xcellent, and not f or the ad vantages it pr ocur es or the
evils it averts, if any great degr ee of excellence be expected. Men
will not be come mor al when the y only build air y castles in a futur e
world to c ompensate for the disappoin tmen ts which the y meet wi th
in this; if the y turn their thoug hts from relative duties to r eligious
reveries.

Most pr ospects in lif e are marr ed by the shuf fling w orldly wisdom
of men, who, f orgetting tha t the y cannot ser ve God and mammon,
endeavour to blend ¢ ontradictor y things. | f you wish to mak e your
son rich, pursue one ¢ ourse Nif y ou are only anxious to mak e him
virtuous, you must tak e another; but do not imag ine that you can
bound fr om one r oad to the other wi thout losingy our w ay.8

8. See an excellent essay on this subje ct by Mrs. Barbauld,
in Misc ellaneous pieces in Prose.
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Chapter 6: The EffeWhich
an Early Asociation of ld&s
Has Uon the Chaacter

Educated in the ener vating st yle recommende d by the wri ters on
whom | ha ve been animadverting; and not ha ving a chance, from
their subor dinate state in socie ty, to recover their lost gr ound, is
it surprising tha t women every wher e appear a defect in natur e? Is
it surprising, when w e consider wha t a determina te effect an early
association o f ideas has on the char acter, that the y neglect their
understandings, and turn all their a ttention to their persons?

The great advantages which naturally result fr om storing the
mind with knowledge, are obvious from the following
consider ations. The association o f our ide as is either habi tual or
instan taneous; and the latter mode se ems rather to depend on the
orig inal temper atur e of the mind than on the will. W hen the ide as,
and matters of fact, are once taken in, they lie by for use, till some
fortui tous cir cumstanc e makes the inf ormation dar t into the mind
with illustr ative force, that has been received at very different
periods o four liv es. Like the lig htning& flash are many recollections;
one idea assimilating and e xplaining another , with astonishing
rapidity. I do not no w allude to tha t quick per ception o f truth, which
is so intuitive that it baffles research, and makes us at a loss to
determine whe ther i t is r eminisc ence or r atiocina tion, lost sig ht of
in its celerity, that opens the dar k cloud. Ov er those instan taneous
associations w e have little power; for when the mind is onc e
enlarged by excursive flights, or pr ofound reflection, the r aw
materials, will, in some degr ee, arrange themselves. The
understanding, i t is true, ma y keep us from going out o f drawing
when w e group our thoug hts, or tr anscribe from the imag ination
the warm sketches of fancy; but the animal spiri ts, the individual
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character g ive the colouring. Ov er this subtile ele ctric f luid, L how
little power do w e possess, and over it how little power can reason
obtain! These f ine intractable spiri ts appear to be the essenc e of
genius, and beaming in i ts eagle eye, produce in the most eminen t
degree the happy energy of associating thoug hts that surprise,
delig ht, and instruc t. These are the glowing minds tha t concentr ate
pictures for their f ellow-cr eatur es; forcing them to vie w with
inter est the obje cts reflected from the impassione d imagination,
which the y passed over in natur e.

I must be allo wed to explain myself. The generality of people
cannot se e or feel poetic ally, they want fanc y, and ther efore fly from
solitude in se arch of sensible objects; but when an a uthor lends
them his e yes, they can see as he saw, and be amused by images they
could not sele ct, thoug h lying bef ore them.

Education thus onl y supplies the man o f genius wi th kno wledge
to give variety and contrast to his associations; but ther e is an
habitual association o f ideas, that grows Owih our gr owth,O which
has a great effect on the mor al character o f mankind; and b y which
a turn is g iven to the mind, tha t commonly remains thr oughout
life. So ductile is the understanding, and y et so stubborn, tha t the
associations which depend on ad ventitious cir cumstanc es, during
the period tha t the bod y takes to arriv e at maturi ty, can seldom be
disentangled by reason. One idea calls up another , its old associate,

1.1 have sometimes, when incline d to laugh at materialists,
asked whether, as the most po werful ef fects in natur e
are apparently produced by fluids, the magne tic, etc. the
passions mig ht not be f ine volatile f luids tha t embr aced
humani ty, keeping the mor e refractor y elementary parts
tog ether Nor whe ther the y were simply a liquid f ire that
pervaded the mor e sluggish materials g iving them lif e
and heat?
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and memor y, faithful to the f irst impr essions, particular ly when
the in telle ctual powers are not emplo yed to c ool our sensations,
retr aces them wi th me chanic al exactness.

This habitual slavery, to first impr essions, has a more baneful
effect on the f emale than the male char acter, because business
and other dr y employments of the understanding, tend to de aden
the feelings and br eak associations tha t do violenc e to r eason. But
females, who are made women of when the y are mere childr en,
and brought back to childhood when the y ought to le ave the go-
cart forever, have not sufficient strength of mind to ef face the
superinduc tions o f art that have smother ed natur e.

Every thing tha t they see or hear serves to fix impr essions, call
forth emotions, and associa te ide as, that give a sexual char acter to
the mind. F alse notions o f beauty and delic acy stop the gr owth o f
their limbs and pr oduce a sickly soreness, rather than delic acy of
organs; and thus w eakened by being emplo yed in unf olding inste ad
of examining the f irst associations, forced on them by every
surrounding obje ct, how can they attain the vig our ne cessary to
enable them to thr ow off their fac titious char acter?N where find
strength to r ecur to r eason and rise superior to a system o f
oppr ession, that blasts the fair pr omises of spring ? This cruel
association o f ideas, which every thing ¢ onspir es to twist in to all
their habi ts of thinking, or , to speak with mor e precision, of feeling,
receives new force when the y begin to act a little for themsel ves;
for they then per ceive, that it is only thr ough their addr ess to
excite emotions in men, tha t ple asure and power ar e to be obtaine d.
Besides, all the books pr ofessedly written for their instruc tion,
which mak e the first impr ession on their minds, all inculc ate the
same opinions. Educ ated in worse than E gyptian bondag e, it is
unr easonable, as well as cruel, to upbr aid them wi th faults that can
scarcely be avoided, unless a degree of native vigour be suppose d,
that falls to the lot o f very few amongst mankind.

For instanc e, the severest sarcasms have been levelled against the
sex, and they have been ridicule d for r epeating Ca set of phr ases
learnt by rote,O when nothing could be mor e natur al, considering
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the education the y receive, and that their Ohig hest pr aise is to obey,
unar guedONthe will of man. If they are not allo wed to have reason
sufficient to g overn their o wn conductN why, all the y learnNmust be
learned by rote! And when all theiring enuity is called forth to adjust
their dr ess, @ passion for a scarlet coat,O is so ndur al, that it never
surprise d me; and, allowing Pope® summary of their char acter to
be just, Otha every woman is at heart a rakeO wty should the y be
bitterly censured for seeking a congenial mind, and pr eferring a
rake to a man of sense?

Rakes know how to w ork on their sensi bility, whilst the modest
merit of reasonable men has, of course, less effect on their f eelings,
and they cannot r each the he art by the w ay of the understanding,
because they have few sentimen ts in common.

It seems a little absur d to e xpect women to be mor e reasonable
than men in their LIKIN GS, and still to den y them the unc ontroled
use of reason. When do men FALL IN LOVE with sense? When do
they, with their superior po wers and advantages, turn fr om the
person to the mind? And ho w can they then e xpect women, who
are only taught to obser ve behaviour, and acquir e manners r ather
than mor als, to despise what the y have been all their liv es labouring
to attain? Where are they suddenly to find judgment enough to
weigh patiently the sense of an awkw ard virtuous man, when his
manners, of which the y are made critic al judges, are rebuffing, and
his conversation c old and dull, be cause it does not c onsist of pretty
repartees, or well-turne d complimen ts? In order to admir e or
esteem any thing f or a continuanc e, we must, at least, have our
curiosi ty excited by knowing, in some degr ee, what we admir e; for
we are unable to estima te the v alue of qualities and vir tues above
our compr ehension. Such a respect, when it is felt, may be very
sublime; and the c onfused consciousness of humili ty may render
the dependent creatur e an interesting object, in some poin ts of
view; but human lo ve must have grosser ingr edients; and the person
very natur ally will c ome in for its shareNand, an ample shar e it
mostly has!

Love is, in a great degree, an arbitrary passion, and will r eign
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like some other stalking mischiefs, b y its own authori ty, without
deigning to r eason; and it may also be easily distinguishe d from
esteem, the foundation o f friendship, be cause it is often excited by
evanescent beauties and gr aces, though to give an energy to the
sentimen t some thing mor e solid must de epen their impr ession and
set the imag ination to w ork, to mak e the most fair N the f irst g ood.

Common passions ar e excited by common quali ties. Men look
for beauty and the simper o f good humour ed docili ty: women are
captivated by easy manners: a gentleman-lik e man seldom fails to
please them, and their thirst y ears eagerly drink the insinua ting
nothings o f politeness, whilst the y turn fr om the unin tellig ible
sounds of the charmer Nreason, charm he never so wisely. With
respect to superf icial accomplishmen ts, the r ake certainly has the
advantage; and of these, females can form an opinion, f or it is their
own ground. Rendered gay and giddy by the whole tenor o f their
lives, the very aspect of wisdom, or the se vere graces of virtue
must have a lugubrious appe arance to them; and pr oduce a kind of
restraint fr om which the y and love, sportive child, natur ally revolt.
Without taste, e xcepting o fthe lig hter kind, f or taste is the o ffspring
of judgment, how can they discover, that true be auty and gr ace must
arise from the play of the mind? and ho w can they be expected
to relish in a lo ver what they do not, or v ery imperf ectly, possess
themselves? The sympathy that unites hearts, and invites to
confidence, inthemis sov ery faint, thatit cannot tak e fire, and thus
mount to passion. N o, | repeat it, the lo ve cherishe d by such minds,
must have grosser fuel!

The inference is obvious; till w omen are led to exercise their
understandings, the y should not be sa tiriz ed for their a ttachmen t to
rakes; nor even for being r akes at heart, when i t appears to be the
inevitable consequence of their e ducation. The y who liv e to ple ase
must f ind their en joyments, their happiness, in ple asure! It is a tri te,
yet true r emark, that we never do any thing w ell, unless we love it
for its own sake.

Supposing, ho wever, for a moment, that women were, in some
futur e revolution o f time, to be come, what | sinc erely wish them to
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be, even love would acquire more serious digni ty, and be purif ied
in its own fires; and virtue giving true delic acy to their af fections,
they would turn wi th disgust fr om a rake. Reasoning then, as w ell
as feeling, the onl y province of woman, at pr esent, the y mig ht easily
guard against exterior gr aces, and quickly learn to despise the

sensibility that had been excited and hackneyed in the w ays of
women, whose tr ade was vice; and allur ement® wanton airs. The y
would recollect that the flame, (one must use appr opriate
expr essions,) which the y wished to lig ht up, had be en exhausted by
lust, and tha t the sated appetite, losing all r elish for pur e and simple
pleasures, could only be roused by licentious ar ts of variety. What
satisfaction c ould a woman of delic acy promise herself in a union

with such a man, when the v ery artlessness of her af fection mig ht
appear insipid? Thus does Dr yden descri be the situation:

Where love is duty on the f emale side,

On theirs mer e sensual gust, and sought wi th sur ly pride.O

But one gr and truth w omen have yet to le arn, thoug h much it
impor ts them to ac t accordingly. In the choic e of a husband they
should not be le d astray by the quali ties of a loverNfor a lover the
husband, even supposing him to be wise and vir tuous, cannot long
remain.

Were women mor e rationall y educated, could the y take a more
compr ehensive view of things, the y would be c ontented to lo ve but
once intheir liv es; and after marriag e calmly let passion subside in to
friendshipNin to tha t tender in timacy, which is the best r efuge from
care; yet is built on such pur e, still af fections, that idle je alousies
would not be allo wed to disturb the dischar ge of the sober duties
of life, nor to engr oss the thoug hts that ought to be other wise
employed. This is a state in which man y men liv e; but few, very few
women. And the dif ference may easily be accounted for, without
recurring to a se xual char acter. Men, for whom w e are told w omen
are made, have too much oc cupied the thoug hts of women; and this
association has so entangled love, with all their motiv es of action;
and, to harp a li ttle on an old string, ha ving been solely emplo yed
either to pr epare themsel ves to excite love, or actuall y put ting their
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lessons in pr actic e, they cannot liv e without lo ve. But, when a sense
of duty, or fear of shame, oblig es them to r estrain this pamper ed
desire of pleasing beyond certain lengths, too far f or delic acy, it
is true, thoug h far fr om criminali ty, they obstinately determine to
love, | speak of their passion, their husbands to the end o f the
chapter Nand then ac ting the par t which the y foolishl y exacted fr om
their lo vers, they become abject wooers, and fond slaves.

Men of wit and fanc y are often r akes; and fancy is the f ood of love.
Such men will inspir e passion. Half the sex, in its pr esent infan tine
state, would pine f or a Lovelace; a man so witty, so graceful, and
so valiant; and can they DESER/E blame for acting ac cording to
principles so c onstantly inculc ated? They want a lover and
protector: and behold him kne eling bef ore themNbr avery prostr ate
to beauty! The virtues of a husband are thus thr own by love into
the backgr ound, and gay hopes, or liv ely emotions, banish r eflection
till the da y of reckoning c omes; and come it sur ely will, to turn the
sprig htly lover into a surly suspicious t yrant, who ¢ ontemptuousl y
insults the v ery weakness he fostered. Or, supposing the r ake
reformed, he cannot quickl y get rid o f old habi ts. When a man of
abilities is first c arried away by his passions, it is necessary that
sentimen t and taste v arnish the enormi ties of vice, and give a zest
to brutal indulg ences: but when the g loss of novelty is worn o ff, and
pleasure palls upon the sense, lasciviousness be comes barefaced,
and enjoyment only the desper ate effort of weakness flying fr om
reflection as fr om a legion of devils. Oh! virtue, thou ar t not an
empty name! All that lif e can giveN thou g ivest!

If much c omfort cannot be expected from the friendship o f a
reforme d rake of superior abili ties, what is the c onsequence when
he lacketh sense, as well as principles? V erily misery in its most
hide ous shape. When the habi ts of weak people ar e consolidated by
time, ar eformation is bar ely possible; and actuall y makes the beings
miser able who have not suf ficient mind to be amuse d by innoc ent
pleasure; like the tr adesman who r etir es from the hurr y of business,
natur e presents to them onl y a universal blank; and the r estless
thoug hts prey on the dampe d spiri ts. Their r eformation as w ell as
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his retir ement actually makes them wr etche d, because it depriv es
them o f all emplo yment, by quenching the hopes and f ears that set
in motion their slugg ish minds.

If such be the f orce of habit; if such be the bondag e of folly,
how carefully ought we to guard the mind fr om storing up vicious
associations; and e qually careful should w e be to cultiv ate the
understanding, to sa ve the poor wig ht fr om the w eak dependent
state of even harmless ignor ance. For it is the rig ht use of reason
alone which mak es us independent of every thingNe xcepting the
uncloude d ReasonNOWhose service is perfect fr eedom.O
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Chapter 7. Modesty
Compeehensively Consiadr
and Not as a Sexuait\e

Modesty! Sacred offspring o f sensibility and r eason! true delic acy of
mind! may | unblame d presume to in vestigate th y natur e, and tr ace
to its covert the mild charm, tha t mello wing each harsh feature
of a character, renders what would other wise only inspir e cold
admir ationNlo vely! Thou that smoothest the wrinkles o f wisdom,
and softenest the tone o f the mor e sublime vir tues till the y all
melt in to humani ty! thou tha t spreadest the ethereal cloud that
surrounding lo ve heightens every beauty, it half shades, br eathing
those coy sweets that steal into the heart, and charm the
sensesNmodulate for me the languag e of persuasive reason, till |
rouse my sex from the f lowery bed, on which the y supinely sleep life
away!

In speaking of the association o f our ide as, | have notic ed two
distinc t modes; and in def ining modest vy, it appears to me e qually
proper to discrimina te that puri ty of mind, which is the ef fect of
chastity, from a simplici ty of char acter tha t leads us to form a just
opinion o f oursel ves, equally distant fr om vanity or pr esumption,
thoug h by no me ans incompati ble wi th a lo fty consciousness of our
own digni ty. Modesty in the la tter signif ication o f the term, is tha t
soberness of mind which te aches a man not to think mor e highly
of himself than he oug ht to think, and should be distinguishe d from
humili ty, because humili ty is a kind of self-abasement. A modest
man often conceives a great plan, and tenaciousl y adheres to it,
conscious of his own str ength, till suc cess gives it a sanction tha t
determines i ts char acter. Milton w as not arr ogant when he suf fered
a suggestion of judgment to esc ape him that proved a prophesy;
nor w as General Washington when he ac cepted of the command o f
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the Americ an forces. The latter has always been characteriz ed as a
modest man; but had he be en merely humble, he w ould pr obably
have shrunk back irr esolute, afraid of trusting to himself the
dir ection o f an enterprise on which so much depende d.

A modest man is ste ady, an humble man timid, and a v ain one
presumptuous; this is the judgmen t, which the obser vation o f many
characters, has led me to f orm. Jesus Christ w as modest, M oses was
humble, and P eter vain.

Thus discrimina ting modest y from humili ty in one c ase, | do not
mean to confound it with bashfulness in the other . Bashfulness,
in fact, is so distinc t from modesty, that the most bashful lass,
or raw country lout, o ften be comes the most impuden t; for their
bashfulness being mer ely the instinc tive timidi ty of ignor ance,
custom soon chang es it into assurance.

The shameless behaviour o f the pr osti tutes who inf est the str eets
of London, r aising alterna te emotions o f pity and disgust, may serve
to illustr ate this r emark. They trample on vir gin bashfulness wi th
a sort of bravado, and glorying in their shame, be come more
audaciously lewd than men, ho wever depr aved, to whom the se xual
quality has not be en gratuitously granted, ever appear to be. But
these poor ignor ant wr etches ne ver had any modesty to lose, when
they consigned themsel ves to infam y; for modesty is a virtue not
a quality. No, they were only bashful, shame-fac ed innoc ents; and
losing their innoc ence, their shame-fac edness was rudely brushe d

."Such is the ¢ ountr y-maiden 's frig ht, When first a r ed-
coat is in sig ht; Behind the door she hides her fac e, Next
time at distanc e eyes the lace: She now can all his

terr ors stand, N or fr om his sque eze withdr aws her hand,
She plays familiar in his arms, And e very soldier ha th his
charms; >From tent to ten t she spreads her flame; For
custom c onquers f ear and shame."
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off; a virtue would have left some vestiges in the mind, had i t been
sacrificed to passion, to mak e us respect the gr and ruin.

Purity of mind, or tha t genuine delic acy, which is the onl y vir tuous
support of chastity, is near a-kin to tha t refinement of humani ty,
which ne ver resides in any but cultiv ated minds. It is something
nobler than innoc ence; it is the delic acy of reflection, and not the
coyness of ignor ance. The reserve of reason, which lik e habitual
cleanliness, is seldom seen in any great degr ee, unless the soul is
active, may easily be distinguishe d from rustic sh yness or wanton
skittishness; and so far fr om being inc ompati ble with kno wledge, it
is its fair est frui t. What a gross idea of modesty had the wri ter of
the following r emark! Orhe lady who asked the question whe ther
women may be instruc ted in the modern system o f botany,
consistently with female delicacy?0 vas accused of ridiculous
pruder y: nevertheless, if she had pr oposed the question to me, |
should c ertainl y have answeredN They cannot.O Thus is the fair book
of knowledge to be shut wi th an everlasting seal! On reading similar
passages | have reverentiall y lifted up my eyes and heart to H im who
liveth f or ever and ever, and said, O my Father, hast Thou by the very
consti tution o f her natur e forbid Th y child to se ek Thee in the fair
forms of truth ? And, can her soul be sullie d by the kno wledge that
awfull y calls her to The e?

I have then philosophic ally pursued these reflections till |
inferred, that those w omen who ha ve most impr oved their r eason
must have the most modest y Nthoug h a dignif ied sedateness of
deportment may have succeeded the playful, bewitching
bashfulness of youth. 2

And thus have | argued. To render chasti ty the vir tue fr om which
unsophistic ated modest y will na tur ally flow, the attention should be
called away from emplo yments, which onl y exercise the sensi bili ty;
and the he art made to be at time to humani ty, rather than to thr ob

. Modesty, is the graceful calm vir tue of maturi ty;
bashfulness, the charm o f vivacious youth.
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with lo ve. The woman who has de dicated a consider able portion o f
her time to pursui ts pur ely intelle ctual, and whose af fections ha ve
been exercised by humane plans o f usefulness, must ha ve more
puri ty of mind, as a natur al consequence, than the ignor ant beings
whose time and thoug hts have been occupied by gay pleasures
or schemes to ¢ onquer he arts. The regulation o f the behaviour is
not modest y, thoug h those who stud y rules of decorum, are, in
general terme d modest w omen. Mak e the heart clean, let it expand
and feel for all tha t is human, inste ad of being narr owed by selfish
passions; and let the mind fr equently contemplate subjects that
exercise the understanding, wi thout he ating the imag ination, and
artless modest y will g ive the finishing touches to the pic ture.

She who can discern the da wn of immor tality, in the str eaks that
shoot athwart the mist y nig ht of ignor ance, promising a cle arer day,
will r espect, as a sacred temple, the bod y that enshrines such an
impr ovable soul. True lo ve, likewise, spreads this kind o f mysterious
sanctity round the belo ved object, making the lo ver most modest
when in her pr esence. So reserved is affection, tha t, receiving or
returning personal ende arments, it wishes, not onl y to shun the
human eye, as a kind of profanation; but to dif fuse an encir cling
cloudy obscurity to shut out e ven the saucy sparkling sunbe ams.
Yet, that affection does not deser ve the epi thet of chaste which does
not r eceive a sublime gloom of tender melanchol y, that allows the
mind f or a momen t to stand still and en joy the pr esent satisfac tion,
when a consciousness of the Divine pr esence is feltN for this must
ever be the f ood of joy!

As | have always been fond of tr acing to i ts sour ce in natur e any
prevailing custom, | ha ve frequently thoug htthatitwas a sentimen t
of affection f or whatever had touche d the person o f an absent or
lost friend, which ga ve birth to tha t respect for relics, so much
abused by selfish priests. De votion, or lo ve, may be allowed to
hallow the garmen ts as well as the person; f or the lo ver must w ant
fancy, who has not a sor t of sacred respect for the g love or slipper
of his mistr ess. He could not ¢ onfound them wi th vulgar things o f
the same kind.
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This fine sentimen t, per haps, would not be ar to be anal yzed by
the experimen tal philosopher Nbut o f such stuf f is human r aptur e
made up!N A shado wy phantom g lides before us, obscuring e very
other obje ct; yet when the so ft cloud is gr asped, the form melts
into common air , leaving a solitary void, or sw eet perfume, stolen
from the viole t, that memor y long holds de ar. But, | have trippe d
unawares on fairy ground, feeling the balm y gale of spring ste aling
on me, thoug h November fr owns.

As a sex, women are more chaste than men, and as modest vy is
the effect of chasti ty, they may deserve to have this vir tue ascri bed
to them in r ather an appr opriated sense; yet, | must be allo wed to
add an hesitating if:N f or | doubt, whe ther chasti ty will pr oduce
modesty, thoug h it may propriety of conduct, when it is merely
a respect for the opinion o f the world, and when c oquetry and
the lovelorn tales of novelists employ the thoug hts. Nay, from
experienc e, and reason, | should be le ad to expect to me et with
more modesty amongst men than w omen, simply because men
exercise their understandings mor e than women.

But, wi th r espect to pr oprie ty of behaviour, excepting one class
of females, women have evidently the ad vantage. What can be mor e
disgusting than tha t impuden t dr oss of gallantry, thoug ht so manly,
which mak es many men star e insulting ly at every female they meet?
Is this r espect f or the se x? This loose behaviour sho ws such habi tual
depravity, such weakness of mind, that it is vain to e xpect much
public or priv ate virtue, till both men and w omen grow more
modestNtill men, curbing a sensual f ondness for the sex, or an
affectation o f manly assurance, mor e properly speaking, impudenc e,
treat each other wi th r espectNunless appe tite or passion g ives the
tone, peculiar to it, to their beha viour. | mean even personal
respectNthe modest r espect of humani ty, and fellow-f eeling; not
the li bidinous mock ery of gallantry, nor the insolen t condescension
of pr ote ctorship.

To carry the obser vation still fur ther, modesty must he artily
disclaim, and r efuse to d well wi th that debauchery of mind, which
leads a man coolly to bring f orward, without a blush, inde cent

160 | Rights of Woman



allusions, or obsc ene witticisms, in the pr esence of a fellow
creatur e; women ar e now out o f the question, f or theni tis brutali ty.
Respect for man, as man is the f oundation o f every noble sentimen t.
How much mor e modest is the li bertine who obe ys the call of
appetite or fanc y, than the le wd joker who sets the table in ar oar.

This is one o f the man y instanc es in which the se xual distinc tion
respecting modest y has proved fatal to vir tue and happiness. | t is,
however, carrie d still fur ther, and woman, weak woman! made by
her education the sla ve of sensibili ty, is requir ed, on the most tr ying
occasions, to resist that sensibility. @an any thing, O sgs Knox, be
mor e absurd than k eeping women in a state of ignor ance, and yet
so vehemently to insist on their r esisting tempta tion ? Thus when
virtue or honour mak e it proper to che ck a passion, the bur den
is thr own on the w eaker shoulders, c ontrary to r eason and true
modesty, which, at least, should r ender the self -denial mutual, to
say nothing o f the generosity of bravery, supposed to be a manly
virtue.

In the same str ain runs Rousseau® and Dr. Gregory® advice
respecting modest y, strangely miscalled! for the y both desir e a wife
to le ave it in doubt, whe ther sensi bility or w eakness led her to her
husband® arms. The woman is immodest who ¢ an let the shado w of
such a doubt r emain on her husband®s mind a momen t.

But to sta te the subje ct in a dif ferent lig ht. The want of modest y,
which | principall y deplor e as subversive of mor ality, arises from
the state of warfare so strenuously suppor ted by voluptuous men
as the very essence of modesty, thoug h, in fact, its bane; because
it is a refinement on sensual desir e, that men fall in to who ha ve
not suf ficient vir tue to r elish the innoc ent ple asures of love. A man
of delic acy carries his notions o f modesty still fur ther, for nei ther
weakness nor sensibili ty will gr atif y himNhe looks f or affection.

Again; men boast of their triumphs o ver women, what do they
boast of? Truly the cr eatur e of sensibility was surprised by her
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sensibility into follyNinto vic e;3 and the dr eadful r eckoning falls
heavily on her o wn weak head, when r eason wakes. For wher e art
thouto f ind comfort, forlorn and disc onsolate one ? He who oug htto
have dir ected thy reason, and suppor ted thy weakness, has betr ayed
thee! In a dream of passion thou c onsentedst to w ander thr ough
flowery lawns, and he edlessly stepping o ver the pr ecipic e to which

thy guide, inste ad of guarding, lur ed thee, thou star test fr om thy
dream only to fac e a sneering, fr owning w orld, and to f ind th yself
alone in a waste, for he that triumphe d in thy weakness is now
pursuing ne w conquests; but f or the eNther e is no redemption on

this side the gr ave! And what resource hast thou in an ener vated
mind to r aise a sinking heart?

But, if the se xes be really to live in a state of warfare, if nature
has pointed it out, le t men act nobly, or let pride whisper to them,
that the vic tor y is mean when the y mer ely vanquish sensibility. The
real conquest is tha t over affection not tak en by surpriseN when,
like Heloisa, a woman gives up all the w orld, deli berately, for lo ve.
| do not no w consider the wisdom or vir tue of such a sacrifice, |
only contend that it was a sacrifice to affection, and not mer ely
to sensibility, thoug h she had her shar e. And | must be allo wed to
call her a modest w oman, before | dismiss this par t of the subje ct,
by saying, that till men ar e more chaste, women will be immodest.
Where, indeed, could modest w omen find husbands fr om whom
they would not c ontinuall y turn wi th disgust? M odesty must be
equally cultiv ated by both se xes, or it will e ver remain a sickly hot-
house plant, whilst the af fectation of it, the fig leaf borr owed by
wantonness, may give a zest to voluptuous en joyments.)

Men will pr obably still insist tha t woman oug ht to have more
modesty than man; but i t is not dispassiona te r easoners who will
most e arnestly oppose my opinion. N o, they are the men o f fancy,
the favourites of the sex, who out wardly respect, and inwardly

. The poor moth f luttering r ound a candle, burns i ts
wings.
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despise the w eak creatur es whom the y thus spor t wi th. The y cannot
submit to r esign the hig hest sensual gr atif ication, nor e ven to r elish
the epicurism o f vir tueNself -denial.

To take another vie w of the subject, confining my remarks to
women.

The ridiculous falsi ties which ar e told to childr en, from mistak en
notions o f modesty, tend very early to inf lame their imag inations
and set their li ttle minds to w ork, respecting subje cts, which na tur e
never intende d they should think o f, till the bod y arrived at some
degree of maturi ty; then the passions na tur ally begin to tak e place
of the senses, as instrumen ts to unf old the understanding, and f orm
the mor al character.

In nurseries, and boar ding schools, | f ear, girls are first spoile d;
particular ly in the la tter. A number of girls sleep in the same r oom,
and wash together. And, thoug h | should be sorr y to contaminate
an innoc ent cr eatur e® mind by instilling false delic acy, or those
inde cent prudish notions, which e arly cautions r especting the other
sex natur ally engender, | should be very anxious to pr event their
acquiring indelic ate, or immodest habi ts; and as many girls have
learned very indelic ate tricks, fr om ignor ant servants, the mixing
them thus indiscrimina tely together, is very impr oper.

To say the truth, w omen are, in general, too familiar wi th each
other, which le ads to that gross degree of familiari ty that so
frequently renders the marriag e state unhapp y. Why in the name
of decency are sisters, female intimates, or ladies and their w aiting
women, to be so gr ossly familiar as to f orget the r espect which
one human cr eatur e owes to another? That squeamish delic acy
which shrinks fr om the most disgusting o ffices when affection or
humanity lead us to watch at a sick pillo w, is despicable. But, why
women in he alth should be mor e familiar wi th each other than men
are, when they boast of their superiour delic acy, is a solecism in
manners which | ¢ ould ne ver solve.

In order to pr eserve health and beauty, | should earnestly
recommend fr equent ablutions, to dignif y my advice thatit may not
offend the fastidious e ar; and, by example, girls ought to be ta ught
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to wash and dress alone, without an y distinc tion o f rank; and if
custom should mak e them r equir e some little assistanc e, let them
not r equir e it till tha t part of the business is o ver which oug ht never
to be done bef ore a fellow-cr eatur e; because it is an insult to the
majesty of human na tur e. Not on the sc ore of modest y, but de cency;
for the c are which some modest w omen tak e, making at the same
time a displa y of that care, not to le t their legs be se en, is as childish
as immodest. 4

I could proceed still fur ther, till | animad verted on some still
mor e indelic ate customs, which men ne ver fall in to. Secrets are
toldN wher e silence ought to r eign; and that regard to cle anliness,
which some r eligious sects have, perhaps, carrie d too far , especially
the Essenes, amongst the Jews, by making that an insult to God
which is onl y an insult to humani ty, is violated in a brutal manner .
How can DELICATE women obtrude on notic e that part of the
animal economy, which is so very disgusting ? And is it not v ery
rational to ¢ onclude, tha t the w omen who ha ve not be en taught to
respect the human na tur e of their o wn sex, in these par ticulars, will
notlong r espect the mer e difference of sex, in their husbands? Af ter
their maidenish bashfulness is onc e lost, I, in fac t, have generally
observed, that women fall in to old habi ts; and tr eat their husbands
as they did their sisters or f emale acquaintance.

Besides, women from necessity, because their minds ar e not
cultiv ated, have recourse very often, to wha t | familiar ly term bodil y
wit; and their in timacies ar e of the same kind. | n short, wi th r espect
to both mind and bod vy, they are too in timate. That de cent personal
reserve, which is the f oundation o f digni ty of character, must be

.| remember to ha ve met wi th a sentence, in a book of
education tha t made me smile. "I t would be ne edless to
caution y ou against put ting y our hand, b y chance, under
your ne ck-handk erchief; f or a modest w oman never did
so!"
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kept up be tween women, or their minds will ne ver gain str ength or
modesty.

On this ac count also, | object to many females being shut up
together in nurseries, schools, or ¢ onvents. | cannot r ecollect
without indigna tion, the jok es and hoiden tricks, which knots o f
young women indulg ed themsel ves in, when in m y youth ac cident
thr ew me, an awkw ard rustic, in their w ay. They were almost on a
par wi th the double me anings, which shak e the convivial table when
the glass has circulated freely. But it is vain to attempt to k eep the
heart pur e, unless the he ad is furnishe d with ide as, and set to w ork
to compare them, in or der, to acquire judgment, by generalizing
simple ones; and modest y by making the understanding damp the
sensibili ty.

It may be thoug htthatllay too gr eat a str ess on personal r eserve;
but it is ever the hand-maid o f modesty. So that were | to name
the graces that oug ht to adorn be auty, | should instan tly exclaim,
cleanliness, neatness, and personal r eserve. It is ob vious, | suppose,
that the r eserve | mean, has nothing se xual in it, and that | think
it EQUALLY necessary in both se xes. So necessary indeed, is that
reserve and cleanliness which indolen t women too o ften neglect,
that | will v entur e to affirm, tha t when t wo or thr ee women live in
the same house, the one will be most r espected by the male par t
of the famil y, who r eside wi th them, le aving lo ve entir ely out o f the
guestion, who pa ys this kind o f habitual r espect to her person.

When domestic friends me et in a morning, ther e will natur ally
prevail an affectionate seriousness, especially, if each look f orward
to the dischar ge of daily duties; and it may be reckoned fanciful,
but this sen timen t has fr equently risen spon taneously in my mind.
| have been pleased after br eathing the sw eet br acing morning air ,
to see the same kind o f fr eshness in the c ountenanc es | particular ly
loved; | was glad to see them br aced, as it were, for the day, and
ready to run their ¢ ourse wi th the sun. The gr eetings o f affection in
the morning ar e by these me ans mor e respectful, than the familiar
tenderness which fr equently prolongs the e vening talk. N ay, | have
often felt hur t, not to sa y disguste d, when a friend has appe ared,
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whom | par ted wi th full dr essed the e vening bef ore, with her clothes
huddle d on, because she chose to indulg e herself in be d till the last
moment.

Domestic af fection c an only be kept alive by these neglected
attentions; y et if men and w omen took half as much pains to dr ess
habituall y neat, as they do to ornamen t, or r ather to disf igur e their
persons, much w ould be done to wards the attainment of puri ty of
mind. Butw omen onl y dress to gratif y men of gallantr y; for the lo ver
is always best pleased with the simple garb tha t sits close to the
shape. There is an imper tinenc e in ornamen ts that r ebuffs affection;
because love always clings r ound the ide a of home.

As a sex, women ar e habituall y indolen t; and e very thing tends to
make them so. | do not f orget the star ts of activi ty which sensi bili ty
produces; but as these flights of feeling onl y incr ease the evil, they
are not to be c onfounded with the slo w, orderly walk of reason.
So great, in r eality, is their men tal and bodil y indolenc e, that till
their bod y be strengthene d and their understanding enlar ged by
activ e exertions, ther e is little r eason to expect that modest y will
take place of bashfulness. They may find it pruden t to assume i ts
semblance; but the fair v eil will onl y be worn on gala days.

Perhaps ther e is not a vir tue tha t mix es so kindly wi th e very other
as modesty. It is the pale moon-be am thatrenders mor e inter esting
every virtue it softens, giving mild gr andeur to the c ontracted
horiz on. Nothing ¢ an be mor e beautiful than the poe tical fiction,
which mak es Diana with her sil ver cr escent, the g oddess of chasti ty.
| have sometimes thoug ht, that wandering wi th sedate step in some
lonely recess, a modest dame of antiqui ty must have felt a glow
of conscious digni ty, when, after c ontemplating the so ft shadowy
landscape, she has invited wi th placid f ervour the mild r eflection o f
her sister® beams to turn to her chaste bosom.

A Christian has still nobler motiv es to inci te her to pr eserve her
chastity and acquire modesty, for her bod y has been called the
Temple of the living God; o f that God who r equires more than
modesty of mien. His eye searcheth the he art; and let her
remember, that if she hope th to f ind favour in the sig ht of puri ty
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itself, her chasti ty must be f ounde d on modest y, and not on w orldly
prudenc e; or verily a good reputation will be her onl y rew