


University of Manitoba 

The University of Manitoba campuses are located on
original lands of Anishinaabeg, Cree, Oji-Cree, Dakota,
and Dene Peoples, and on the homeland of the Métis
Nation. We respect the Treaties that were made on
these territories, we acknowledge the harms and
mistakes of the past, and we dedicate ourselves to
move forward in partnership with Indigenous
communities in a spirit of reconciliation and
collaboration.
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Tahltan Nation 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://warriorpublications.files.wordpress.com/2012/12/tahltan-territory-map.jpg?w%3D408&imgrefurl=http://warriorpublications.wordpress.com/2012/12/18/b-c-s-sacred-headwaters-to-remain-protected-from-drilling/tahltan-territory-map/&h=239&w=408&sz=52&tbnid=EANiu8rh9t9PhM:&tbnh=80&tbnw=137&prev=/search?q%3DTahltan%2Bterritory%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=Tahltan+territory&usg=__0xtFRHrNl0NvaBiLbKdTdIMjKFQ=&docid=5eQ2zv9PYipPTM&sa=X&ei=PjyuUeSQMKiUigLFv4GYCQ&ved=0CEAQ9QEwBA&dur=1089


We belong to the land …late Robert Quock

Knowing our history and who we 

are informs our present and gives 

us direction for the future

http://tahltan.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Interior-News-Article-on-Dempsey.pdf


As an Indigenous (Tahltan) cultural activist, my responsibilities include exploring the 
relationality and interconnectedness of Indigenous knowledge and to locate myself while 
attempting to unsettle, disrupt and sometimes dismantle existing frameworks and pedagogy 
to examine how to respectfully engage cultural memory professionals and academics work 
with Indigenous communities and their knowledge. 



Indigenous Knowledge

Indigenous knowledges and cultural 
expressions include traditional types of 
tangible and intangible expressions has 
been sustained, transformed, and 
continues to remain dynamic but can’t 
not be limited to traditional as ways of 
knowing are dynamic in nature and 
exist today in multiple forms of new 
media often creating “new” 
knowledges. 

Alano Edzerza, Tahltan Artist https://www.edzerzagallery.com/collections/t-shirts-dj/products/red-nylon-windbreaker



Traditional 
Knowledge -

Indigenous 
Knowledge

• Indigenous Knowledge is not just located in the past which is seemingly 
not reflected in the terms traditional knowledge (TK) or traditional 
cultural expression (TCE). 

• “The term “Traditional Knowledge” differs from the term “Indigenous 
Knowledge” in that it does not include contemporary Indigenous 
knowledge and knowledge developed from a combination of traditional 
and contemporary knowledge. 

• The two terms are, however, sometimes used interchangeably. Certain 
voices in the discourse prefer the term “Indigenous Knowledge” because 
“Traditional Knowledge” can be interpreted as implying that “Indigenous 
Knowledge” is static does not evolve and adapt (Henderson, 2002). 

• However, “Traditional Knowledge” is the term used in most national 
discourses and virtually all the international forums.” 

Dr. Greg Younging, lecture notes from January 29, 2019,  Faculty of 
Information, University of Toronto 



Relationships, Relationships, Relationships!

Creating respectful relationships with Indigenous communities, creating culturally 
appropriate policies and developing unique nation or tribe specific best practises is now 
essential to the role of cultural memory institutions. 

Often libraries, archives, museums, galleries and other types of cultural memory institutions 
are focused on the acquisition, providing access and preserving traditional knowledges and 
languages 

BUT

Only in relationship with the originating Indigenous community that knowledge is shared 
using the appropriate Indigenous laws and traditional that govern these tangible items will 
it contribute to their recovery, revitalization and copyright protection in a meaningful 
manner thereby avoid any glimmer of cultural appropriation. 



Honouring 
Indigenous 
Voices and 

Relationship  -
Canada

Over the last decade, we have seen substantive movement 
relating to Indigenous people, knowledge and information 
held cultural memory institutions. The Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission Report on Indian Residential 
Schools and Calls to Action have provided the catalyst for 
change in Canadian. 

Specific calls to action address cultural memory institutions: 
museums and archives, education and Indigenous ownership 
of their own knowledges



Time of change

• Over the same year, the Canadian Library Association had become no longer fiscally viable

• The Canadian Federation of Library Associations/ Fédération canadienne des associations de 
bibliothèqueswas founded to become the national voice for libraries in Canada. 

• The CFLA-FCAB made some bold advances in the first few years of the newly formed 
association by:

• included an Indigenous representative on the Board of Directors (a first for Canada)

• made Truth & Reconciliation a top priority of the newly-formed association. 

• created the Truth and Reconciliation Committee as it 1st committee formed to answer 
the TRC Calls to Action and give direction to the incoming board on creating relationship 
with First Nations, Metís and Inuit (Indigenous) peoples of Canada



CFLA-FCAB Truth 
& Reconciliation 
Committee 



CFLA-FCAB 
Truth & 
Reconciliation 
Committee
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Truth and 
Reconciliation 

Committee 
Recommendations

1. As CFLA-FCAB is the national voice with 
the ability to influence national and international 
policy regarding issues of importance, we 
request the CFLA-FCAB create a permanent 
Standing Committee on Indigenous Matters 
utilizing the medicine wheel structure developed 
by the Truth & Reconciliation Committee;



Indigenous Matters Committee

http://cfla-fcab.ca/en/indigenous/ 



A vision of best practices for Libraries and Archives 
includes obligations to:

➢ Protect and preserve Indigenous knowledge(s) in 
a variety of mediums for use by current and future 
generations in a respectful and sensitive manner;

➢ Provide a welcoming environment and assistance 
for First Nations, Metis, non-status and Inuit 
people to access this knowledge;

➢ Seek direction from communities on proper 
protocols regarding access and care of their 
culturally sensitive information;

➢ Respect the First Nations, Metis and Inuit cultural 
concept of copyright with regard to Aboriginal 
history or heritage, which is often located in but 
not limited to oral traditions, songs, dance, 
storytelling, anecdotes, place names, hereditary 
names and other forms of indigenous knowledges;

➢ Provide opportunities and access to training and 
employment for First Nations, Metis, Inuit and 
non-status people.

The T&R Committee 
Recommendation #2 
supports and endorses 
the CFLA-FCAB Position 
Statement on Library and 
Literacy Services for 
Indigenous (First Nations, 
Metis and Inuit) Peoples 
of Canada; (formerly CLA 
Best Practises –
Indigenous Network)



CFLA-FCAB Truth & Reconciliation Committee Report -
Recommendation #8

Recommend the implementation of Indigenous Knowledge Protection protocols and 
agreements with local and other Indigenous groups who have holdings in libraries, archives 
and/or cultural memory institutions to respect the Indigenous cultural concept of copyright 
with regard to Indigenous history or heritage, which is often located in but not limited to 
oral traditions, songs, dance, storytelling, anecdotes, place names, hereditary names and 
other forms of Indigenous knowledges; recommend that CFLA-FCAB actively participate in 
reforming the Canadian Copyright Act to include protection of Indigenous knowledges and 
languages while advocating for changes to include traditional knowledge as outlined and 
recommended by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) – Intergovernmental 
Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and 
Folklore (http://www.wipo.int/tk/en/igc/).



Recommendation 
#8 cont.

We join the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) to call 
upon Library and Archives Canada to implement the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action #69 (Appendix 
D) by fully implementing the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) 
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.
pdf and the Updated Set of Principles for the Protection and 
Promotion of Human Rights through Action to Combat 
Impunity (2005), more commonly known as the 
Joinet/Orentlicher Principles 
http://www.derechos.org/nizkor/impu/principles.html

http://www.derechos.org/nizkor/impu/principles.html


CFLA-FCAB Truth & Reconciliation Committee Report -
Indigenous Knowledge Protection Summary

• ‘Indigenous knowledges and cultural expressions include but 
ARE NOT limited to tangible and intangible expressions 
including oral traditions, songs, dance, storytelling, anecdotes, 
place names, and hereditary names. 

• Indigenous Knowledge is not just located in the past!!! 

quoting IFLA Publication #66 Indigenous Notions of Ownership and Libraries, Archives & Museums 2016



CFLA-FCAB Truth & Reconciliation Committee Report -
Indigenous Knowledge Protection Summary 

In addition to these traditional forms of Indigenous knowledge, 
the dynamic quality of indigenous knowledge is that as it is 
sustained, it is also transformative, and continues to remain 
dynamic while producing “new” knowledge in new media such as 
modern forms of music, theatre and dance interpretations, film, 
poetry, literary expression, language applications, blogs, 
facebook, or digital collections often contained in libraries, 
archives or cultural memory institutions and on the internet.” 

quoting IFLA Publication #66 Indigenous Notions of Ownership and Libraries, Archives & Museums 2016



CFLA-FCAB Truth & 
Reconciliation 

Committee Report 
- Indigenous 

Knowledge 
Protection 
Summary

Indigenous knowledges found in libraries or 
archives often in formats and 
interpretations may be the results of 
published research in which the author 
holds the "legal" copyright to that 
knowledge or cultural expression contrary 
to Indigenous notions of copyright. 

Parallel to Western culture, Indigenous 
peoples regarded unauthorized use of their 

cultural expressions as theft. 
(quoting a conversation with Elder Richard Atleo with permission) 

Quoted from IFLA Publication #66 Indigenous Notions of Ownership and Libraries, Archives and 
Museums 2016



CFLA-FCAB Truth & 
Reconciliation 

Committee Report -
Indigenous 
Knowledge 

Protection Summary

Indigenous worldview includes the 
understanding that knowledge should only 
be transferred only in the proper cultural 
context with owner from the originating 
people and only in method of transmission 
can the true expression of that cultural 
expression be found. 





Indigenous knowledges have been silenced by dominant knowledge 
organization systems and practices; 

Libraries, archives and cultural memory institutions can position 
themselves to help protect and support the recognition of these ways 
of knowing. 

Cultural memory institutions are well positioned to enable restitution 
of stolen intellectual property through research, repatriation, and 
community support. RELATIONSHIPS = RESPONSIBILITY



CFLA-FCAB 
Position 
Statement 
Indigenous 
Knowledge in 
Canada’s 
Copyright Act

Joint CFLA-FCAB Copyright and Indigenous Matters 
Committees worked together on Position Statement on 
Indigenous Knowledge in Canada’s Copyright Act 2018 

http://cfla-fcab.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/CFLA-
FCAB_Indigenous_knowledge_statement.pdf 

Canadian Copyright Act respect, affirm and recognize 
Indigenous peoples ownership of their traditional and 
living respective Indigenous knowledge. 

CFLA-FCAB’s statement to INDU Statutory Review of the 
Copyright Act addressed Indigenous Knowledge

http://cfla-fcab.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/CFLA-
FCAB_INDU_Brief_final.p



Indigenous 
Knowledge & 
Relationships

Relationships with both Indigenous ways of knowing 
and the communities who are the owners of that 
knowledge need to be respectfully developed and 
maintained continuously so culturally appropriate 
access to Indigenous knowledge can occur within the 
proper cultural context. 



Protocol

Rethink protocols around the sharing, teaching and intergenerational transfer of 
knowledge and imbedding Indigenous epistemologies while honouring Indigenous voices 
and relationships by indigenized cultural memory praxis. 



“The task for Indigenous academics has been to affirm and 
activate the holistic paradigm of Indigenous knowledge to 
reveal the wealth and richness of Indigenous languages, 
worldviews, teaching and experiences, all of which have 
been systematically excluded from contemporary education 
institutions and from Eurocentric knowledge systems.” 
Marie Battiste



Respectful 
Education is 
Critical for 
Change

The inclusion of Indigenous epistemology and 
methodologies into an ethical curriculum 
creating a synergistic model that integrates a 
multiplicity of ways of knowing that can lay 
the groundwork and create a space for 
knowledge to be preserved and shared in its 
unbiased entirety is crucial for meaningful 
change moving forward.



Conclusion

Only with relationships occurring within the proper cultural 
context with the originating people can the true expression 
of that cultural expression be found, understood and 
accurate preservation of ways of knowing be achieve as 
well as the ultimate aim to transfer the knowledges to the 
next generation in the proper cultural context be achieved. 
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Meduh Cho! 
Thank you!


